English
‘ in
Use

60 units of
vocabulary
reference and
practice

Self-study and
classroom use

Michael McCarthy
Felicity O'Dell Zcamme:



Contents

Acknew. edgements 3
Using this book 4

Learning aboutl idioms
i What are idioms?
it Using your dicticnary

Idioms to talk about ...

oW ] O e O e

Henlh

Happiness and sadness

Anper

KI](}\‘\'iII:_’. }]'Id lllll']l‘!r.‘\l.']-ldi'll."
Fxoerience ail oercepron
Snccess and Miloce

Having prontims

Nea'ing with proklems

Power and zurnenzy
Strucruring sod ralkung abour azguments
Corscrsational responses »
Fraisc and criticism

Opinions on people and actions
Bekaviour and attitudes
Reacting ra whar others say
IDanger

Eftort

Mecossity wne desiraliily
Probability and luck

Social st

Feeling:

Human rebotion:bp:

Siae anel position

Muney ]
ML
Specd, disrance anc wzensicy

Communication ©: commenting on larguage
Communicaton 2; goeing ths mossage Across
Lifc and cxpurience: provarhs

i Memo:-y

Idioms from the topic area of ...

31
a2
i3
149
I3
36
37
kL

Time 12 1he prst amd 1 future
Time 2; clecks and feeguency
The clamears

Coelonr

Cames and spors

Armals 1 describing people
Anmmals 2; describing sicuations
Weapans and war

Enpish ldiums @ Use



3% Food

2 Roads

41 Houses and houschold aojects

42 Tnarure

43 Boarz and sailing

4& Seierce, wecanology and machines

Idioms using these keywords:
45 Finges, turmb, kand

46 Foot, heel, tos

47 Boues, shoulder, arm, Lo

48 Tead

49 lace, hain, aeck, chest

5N Byes

51 Can lips, moctl, nose, teerb iougim,
52 Heaux

§3 Brain, mind, Dlowd and gors

3 BRuck

35 [amg

56 Line

$7 Act, artior, acivicy

5% Good ang pad

58 Droand

&0 Similes ard id ors with ke

Key 230
List of shonctie iymools 170

Index 271

2 English ddioms in Uk



Using this book I

Why was this book written!

It was wristen to help you improve yous knowledze of idioms ia Enghsh. [dinms ae fixed
cxoressions whose meaning is noc immediately cbvious from locking at thy indnedozl werdy
in the idiom. Yoo will come aczoss 2 great many idioms when yeu listen to and sead bnghsh
So it 1s imoorrant that you learn abour the meanings of idioms and about how they are vsed.
You can use this book eithor with a rcacher ar for scit-study.

We wanted to encourage language learnces to have a baianced appreach to idioms in knglsh.
Somenimes in the past, tzachers used to arguc that it ways a waste of tme for lezrnurs to stuey
ictoms as they meghe stars sing them in an imaccerate e unsuitable way, Bur idioms are in
such widesprzad vse thart it iz inapp-opriate o :gnore them. This book fecuscs just en those
wWiome waich the modern student necds to know and it moms 1o prov: ‘de the informatior, and
practice which will aelp you voders and ad ase them correctle

How were the idioms in the book sclected?

There arc a great mans dioms i Luglisk, bur 2ome of then scund rather old-teshianed or
are not very widely used, The 1,000 er so iciors whieh are warked on in this book were all
selected from those identified as signiticant based on computer searchezs of huge .anguage
databaiesi the CANCOD corpuas of spoken Englisk, developed at the Universiry or
Notingham in sssecinion widh Can Erioee University Press and che Cambridgs Interrational

Corpas of written Zuglinh. Thewe darabases show us how the icioms ave actoally Beer used

L1y .m\n spemkere of Fugiish i comvaisatinne, newspiswrs, avvels, ang wusy othe: contixs,
celecred are all also o ae T s the Cambridoe Tntermational Dictionary of
re addi ional exaunoles and csage notes wil .||‘.n be Teaac. You cen scarch this
v oocline by goang to the I Towing wursite: : : y :

How is the book organised?

The book hat 60 two-pape vnits, The left-hand page presents the idioms that arc workzec on
i1 tae toit. You will asually fad an explanation of the meaning of cack idiom, an sxamp.2 of
it in use and, where appropriate, axy special notes abour its usage, The right-hand page
checws thas you have tndecstood the information on the lett-hand page by giving you & sorics
of exercises that practise the matecial just presented. The exevcises tay particelar atentior, ta
checking your toderstanlng of tae idiams aud how they are waec beczuse chis is more
irnpareant fer maost learers thae bewng, alle re acively use v idinos,

The units are orgenised n three sections:

Tdioms to fatk abeat .. which groeps “dioms aceording o he topic noen e they are waed
to talk about. Thas, to be snawed under [oo have =r enaninons crcuan

mec.uded 1m0 Unic 25, Werk.

with 1o da| 18

Idtoms frome the ropic arec of ... which groups idiom: azcorcing w the image thev are lused
on. Thus, hit the root |zeact in. © very angry way._ Is inclucze in Unir 47, Houses and
heosehold cbects

Fdinms vising these heypwords wln
exaniple, Uit 48 desls with a s

ol groups idions acconding to keyweres i them, Tor
al idioms Lased an the word head.

T Tenais ulvo has o |w.y viaand pe esercises o an odes welnich lises the |,ﬂ'ﬁ}0 divms we
el wiriaed irdicates the aniss whers ey can each be Sound.

4 Fnglisi fdiorme in Use



How should 1 use this book?
As well az

the &1 wain wnirs, these ave two inmacuciors units: Lo i Wi are idioms? s
Unit i Usil'lp, yorur diutiﬂnar}'. Itis F\II'UIlﬂl}' recontrnzEded that yol worl I|1rt_lup‘|'| these anis
tiraz Aflver thier, yon may werk on the anis iv sy onder that siics ven.

What else do |1 need in order to work with this book?

You nged & qorehoox or file inoswkica vou can write down tha icioms that vou szucy in this
ook as wel as amy othecs that you come across elsewhere.

You also reed to huve aceess ta a p,::lod. .:I.'.:t[rul;ll'j;. W --I|u||;_'_'y reconnnend e Camhrffigrf
taternational Dictionary of Idiows as this gives exacty the kind o iviormtion thar you need
ter have abaar idicms. Your reacker, 1owevae iy also be bl o ecnmmemd orbor
dictiorinias T YO will fing usel L "

Sor, we hope thie this ook will “shed lizke' on all yoo need o know abont Enplisk 1dioms
{see Unir 41 end thar, By the ritme vou fimsh the amss. vou'll be saying: ‘Englsh id:omse?
A plece of cake!™ {see Theil 175

Cnglish Misms in Lze 5



What are idioms?

Idioms and meaning

Idioms are expressions which have a meaning that is not obvious from the individual words.
For example, the idiom drive somebody round the bend means make somebody angry or
frustrated, but we cannot know this just by looking at the words.

The best way to understand an idiom is to see it in context. If someone says:
This tin opener’s driving me round the bend! [ think I’ll throw it away and get a new one

next time I'm in town.

then the context and common sense tells us that drive round the bend means something
different from driving a car round a curve in the road. The context tells us the tin opener is
not working properly and that it’s having an effect on the person using it.

Types of idioms

[ form

example

L]
meaning

verb + object/complement
(and/or adverbial)

kill two birds with one stone

produce two useful results by
just doing one action

prepositional phrase

in the blink of an eye

in an extremely short time

compaund

a bone of contention

something which pecple argue
and disagree over

simile simitli (os + adjective +
as, or like + noun)

as dry as a bone

binomial (word + and + word)

very dry indeed

rough and ready

crude and lacking sophistication

trinomijal (word + word + and
+ word)

cool, calm and collected

relaxed, in control, not nervous

whole clause or sentence

to cut a long story short

to tell the main points, but not all
the fine derails

Fixed aspects of idioms

Most idioms are fixed i their form, and cannot be changed or varied. Sometimes, however,
the grammar or the vocabulary can be varied slightly, Where this book or a dictionary gives
information on what can be varied, always note it in your Vocabulary notebook.

variation

example

Oceasionally an idiom in the active
voice can be used in the passive.

responsibilicy]

Government Ministers always pass the buck if they are challenged
abaut poverty. [blame somebody else / refuse to accept

The buck has been passed from Minister to Minister. No one
seems prepared to accept the responsibility.

Scme verb-based idioms also have
noun-compound forms.

There is too much buck-passing in government nowadays. No one
accepts the blame for anything.

Cne or more words in the idiom
can be varied.

Stop acting the fool/goat! [stop acting stupidly]

&  English ldioms in Use




Exercises

How much can yon guess aboue the meaning of these idioms just by locking at the context?

Tick the hones aveording o what you can underszand abont the swords io batd.

1 1decidod 1 was poing te gt a place at university by hook or by ceook. It had always aeen
oy dream so stucy fo0 a cegree i Risie

IOWT MO

YES  NO CARTTELL
means using Hlgal merheds it necessary | a1
mcans nothing will stop me L ad [
means | was very dererminzd | ] ] See Lo 17,

2 The governimens and the unions zre at loggerhoads; theee may be a general strike,
PHINTL KNOE!

YFS MO CAM'T TEL
means e 2 good cekiongnip C ] =
means e each ather C O |
means dizagree very strangly C d | See it 22,

3 we had ro pay through the nose to get our visas in five days instead of the wsnal 30 days
DLW b R

Y14 My CAN'T TELL
means sufer n some way r - T
means pay a sl sem o ironey C ] | :
means day a large sum ol nicney C m| | See Tnit 24,

Clazsify the idinms in the sentences below accordiag o theit grammacical oypo:

Type & verb + onjecticom plemens Tepe D simile
randior adverbiali Type i binoriial or trizomial
Tvpue B arepositonal plrase Tyoe I’ while clansc or sentence

Type O compound

T Shonld we fly or g by tis? Whar are the pros and const

Tvpt See Uit 161
3 Tm hdvlllg second rlwl.lpﬂlis claour going on holiday wirk Jean . She can be 2 0 diffonh,

Typer . See TTan &
3 When I ladl ﬁms}""r_ zll iy exams, I fels as free as a bied.

Type: Sev Unir 60,
4 I don’t know mach asows cesi 4r. s0 | gave the decorator a free hand o my new far.

Typer oo See Lnir 43,
5 She comes Tom a ratl'n.r will-to-do tamily, She’s zlwars bad a2 comfortable lifs,

Typs: . . Sec Uit 24,
6 My old school frizr.d Harric: armived out of the Dlue, [ Eadn’r seen her for 13 vears.

Type: i s See Unit 42,

Corrzet the mistakes in the idioms in these sentenees. Use the clues in brackets. Usc a good
general dictionary or a dictionary of idioms if nscessarv

1 My Bihers foor was pur dowr wher 1said 1 wanred a car fa- my seventeoni bierhiday.
He seid I weas oo young, (grammar — vaicet Sec Lot 46,
Her words sur the car amorg chi birds; Jun is furigus, (vocabulary; Sew Unir 37,
You'll be pleased to hear we azsived soune zod sate o Feoro. [moorialy e Unir 14,

TN

15 he fziled, (gramma- - small word] Sec Unir 51,

Engifsh liurns i Uee

Hi was lying mn hus ccoth when ac said ke hac got a first-class grace ir his exam, the wark

7



Using your dictionary

What do you look up?

As it can be difficult to work out whar an

idiom means even when vou know all the
individual words in the idiom, vou will often
need to look up idioms in a dictionary. If you are
working with a dictionary on CD-Rom, then vou
will have no problems finding the idiom in fy’rﬁ'
question, bur working with a traditional dictionary, 1
you have o find where the idiom is lisred. As an idiom consists of several words, which of
these do you look up in vour dictionary? For example, do vou try to find kill two birds with
one stone under kill, teeo, birds or stone, or let the cat out of the bag under let, cat or bag?

If you are using either the Cambridge

International Dictionary of Idioms (CIM} or the
Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (CALD),
then the casiest way of finding what vou need is

to look in the alphabetical index at the back of

the book. This lists all the expressions included

in the dicrionary with the word where an entry

for the expression will be found in the

dictionary highlighted in beld. This shows that in CIDI kllI two birds with one stone will be
found under trro and ler the car our of the bag will be found under cat. In CALD these two
idioms will be found under kill and cat.

If you are using a different dictionary, read its introductory notes now to see how it deals
with idioms, This will avoid the frustration vou would otherwise feel on deciding ro look up
the wrong clement of the idiom first.

What information does your dictionary give you?

Your dictionary will tell you a lot of other things as well as the meaning of the idiom. As

idioms are used in such fixed wavs, it is important to read the notes in vour dictionary

carefully if you want to use idioms as well as to understand them.

You will find all these things in a good dictionary of idioms:

¢ information about words that are interchangeable, e.g. drive/send sb round the bend

* informarion about how the idiom is used — brackers, for example, show if any words in the
idiom can be left out, e.g. 1 (can) feel it in my bones.

¢ notes about the grammar of the idiom — there may be notes, for example, to say that an idiom
is usually used in a passive construction or in a continuous form or in a negative sentence

e examples of the idiom in use

= comments on register — the register labels used in CIDI are informal, formal, verv informal,
old-fashioned, taboo, bumorous and literary

-

notes abour regional variations in use - this is imporrant as many Brirish idioms will sound
very strange to an American and vice versa

It is not possible for this book to include as much information about each idiom as you will find in a
dictionary. So, look up the idioms that you particularly want to learn from this book in a dictionary as
well. In your Vocabulary notebook, write any further information or other examples of the idioms in the
context that you find in the dictionary.

8  English Idioms in Use
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Exercises

Look up the idioms in these sentences in your dictionary. What word is each idiom listed under?

1 1t’s the person in the streer who picks up the bill for the government’s mistakes.
2 She had a wonderful trip to Australia, bur now she'’s come back down to earth with a
bump.

John had a furious argument with his supervisor, but he managed to stand his ground.
He's feeling very miscrable, so there’s no need for yvou to stick the knife in too.

You're banging your head against a brick wall trving to ger him to help vou.

You scared the living daylights out of me by creeping up behind me like that.

s

o

Which word(s) could be left out of the idioms in these sentences?

I It’s always hard when you have to come back down to carth with a bump after a holiday.

2 No one thought she could climb the mounrain withour oxygen, bur she succeeded against
all the odds.

3 She hit him where it hurt most by telling him that he had always been a disappointment to
his parents.

4 The way he reacted scared the living daylights out of me!

Which word in cach idiom could be changed for another word?

1 Don't worry about a thing - I'm sure the company will pick up the bill.

2 | came back down to carth with a bump when I saw the pile of post waiting for me after

the weekend.

The army had lost many of its men, but it managed to stand its ground.

Why do crirics seem to enjoy sticking the knife into untalented acrors and wrirers?

| feel as if I'm banging my head against a brick wall with him at the moment.

It's a terrifying film — it scared the living daylights out of me!

o L

o

What grammatical information does your dictionary give about these idioms? Read the
information and then write a sentence with cach idiom.

look a gift horse in the mouth

he pushing up the daisies

be on the brink of

tie vourself up in knots

be man enough

Ly 45 L o ==

Match the register labels in the box with the idioms in the sentences below.
formal humorous informal literary old-fashioned very informal

I really don't like him = he's such a slime ball.

OK. I'll do the washing-up. There's no peace for the wicked!

Her family has lived in that village from time immemorial.

My grandma always used to say that an apple a day keeps the doctor away.
The food was so delicious — we stuffed our faces.

1 hope that what | have said will give you pause for thought.

U b =

o>
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Health

Idioms describing health

Mark had. been feeling under the weather' for weeks. One day We came wnto work looking like |
death warmed. up? and. 50 we told him to go away for & few days to recharge his batteries’.

After one day beside the sea, he no longer felb off—colowr® and by the second day he knew he
was on the road to recovery®. He sent us a postcard and we were all glad to leam that he was
on the mend®. By the end of the week, We retumed to work as fib as a fiddle’. And he's been

as right as rain® ever since.

not very well
looking extremely il

P

felt unwell

do something ro gain fresh energy and enthusiasm

-

®

Informal idioms for mad

There are many informal idioms which are vsed ro say

He’s not all there.
She’s off her trolley.

He’s not right in the head.
She’s gor a screw loose.

She’s a basket case.
He’s off his rocker.

Informal idioms for die

She's one sandwich short of a picnic.
He’s as nutty as a fruitcake.

getting hetter
getting better
perfectly well
perfectly well

as fit as aifidd!'e

that someone is mad:

e

rocker trolley

There are also a lot of very informal idioms meaning die, for example:

She’s popped her clogs.

He’s bitten the dust.

idioms based on

She’s given up the ghost.
He’s fallen off his perch.

medical images

She's kicked the bucket.

idiom

meaning

example

a sore point/spot

a subject which someone would prefer
not to talk about because it makes
them angry or embarrassed

Try not to mention baldness while he's
here - it's a sore spot for him.

give someone a
taste/dose of their
own medicine

do the same bad thing tc someone
that they have done to you in order to
show them how unpleasant it is

Refusing to lend him money now would
give him a taste of his own medicine —
he's never lent you any.

a bitter pill to
swallow

unpleasant, but has to be accepred

Lasing my job was initially a bicter pill
to swallow.

sugar the pill

do something to make something

ung more accef

The boss has sugared the overtime pill
by offering a large extra payment.

have itchy feet

L

want to travel or move on

| can't stay in one place for more than a
year without getting itchy feet.

10 English Idioms in Use




1.3

Exercises

Put these expressions into four groups of idioms that share the same meaning. {There are cwo
aroups of two idioms and two groups of fous.) Fxplain the meaning in each case.

give up the ghest be on the road to recovery e the dast ke an tha rmend
be as nuity as 2 fruitcike feel off-coiour bo nor all there feel under the werther
pop your clogs be off your wrolley fall &ff your perch be a basket case

Complete cach of these idioms.
1 Txon'tinention the merger o hum — ics a bir of a
2 Telling Joe what you feel mzy be & v
owe it o him nevertheless.
3 Warching rravel programmes on TV always gives me . st e e e FEET,
4 | wondcr what's happered o 3tar - he looks like death - A
5 Plans o put inczeased tunds into education arc suppoued to sugar thc
Of 1r‘..rca 530 taxation.
6 Imaginc someors as wafit as Ruth going on holiday in the [limatayas. She must have a
- loose,

.. 3p0r for him.,
ar hm: 1o swallow, but you

7 A good gamc cf golf at the weekend always helps to ...y luhers
harteries.
5 Tom was quite ill for o while luse vear, bor be' a5 i a5 0 v . ERDW
2 I was exhaosted when T gor home from work, bue, afier o nice cop of -z, I'm as
a5 AN,
10 Helen wordt umibersraul the proalem — she's one . ... shorr o a premic.

Which of the idiems meaning die do Uiese piciures make vou think of?

Match cach statcment on the left with the most likely response on the right.

1 I've got irchy feer, Oh dear. 1 hope he's OK tomorrow.

% He' as right as tam now. - Yes, but ske’ll soon get over it

3 He’s not oght m toe kead. Where would you like ta ga?

4 i going to tell kim whar | thiak of Aime.  Thart s a relieft

5 Dad's a bir oif-colour today. Geod, Give him a dose of his own medicine.
¢ FPailing the exam was a bitter pill I kaow, Jane told me he was off ais rocker.

10 swallow,

Why do you think thers are sc many idicmiatic expressions meaning mad and giei Is it the same ir
your tanguage? Do yau think ir weuld ever be appropriaze for you ra use any of these English idlams
for mad or die? ¥ 50, in what, circumstances? If not, why rot?

Engheh Idioms in Uze |}
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Happiness and sadness

Extreme happiness

There are many informal idioms
which mean extremely happy.

I'm over the moon.
I'm in seventh heaven.

Other happiness idioms

idiom meaning [ example
get a (real) very much enjoy doing something | get a {real) kick out of going for a run first
kick out (informal) thing in the morning before anyone else
of something is up.
do something do something because it is exciting, Sandra is keen to have a go at bungee-
for kicks usually something dangerous jumping - just for kicks.
{informal)
jump for joy be very happy and excited about Rowena jumped for joy when she heard
| something that has happened that she'd won first prize.
be floating/ be very happy about something I've been walking on air ever since Chris
walking on air good that has happened and | started going out together,
something something makes you feel very happy | It's great to hear from you. It’s really made
makes your day my day.
Sadness
Dear Louise,

Hope all goes well with you. Unfortunately, everyone here is out of
sorts'. Wil is down in the dumps? because he doesn't like his
teacher this year. I've told him that i&'s not the end. of the world]
and that he'd better just grin and bear it*, but | think he likes

being a. misery guts® and so he complains about her every night. Pat |
is also suffering from seur grapes® because | got the role in the |
school play that she wanted. This pubs o damper on’ every meal,

so I'm really locking forward. to staying with you at the weekend.

Love,
Karen ~
' slightly unhappy or slighdy ill 5 suomeone who complains all the time and is
* unhappy (informal) never happy {very informal)
¥ whar has happened won't cause any serious & being jealous about something you can’t have
prohlems 7 stop an occasion from being enjoyable
# aceepr a sitnadion you don'’t like because vou (sometimes dampener is used instead of
can’t change it damper)

{2 English fdioms in Use



2.1

1.2

2.3

2.4

Exercises

Cennbine ¢he words in the box in order 10 make fve expressions meaning extremity baprne.
iJze each word onee only

hirs cleud heaven in moon nine af an an oyer seventh the
the thrille: to top word

Which idiems dn these pirinres make vou ik of?

Correct the mistakes in these idioms.

The chikeh was tamiled for hirs -o have her photo 12 the paner.

" T el as if | was rloaung in #ir as Lran down tac kill iveo his arms.

Why does Marti look go car of sort today?

Don't make such a fuss. Ic's not the tnisk of the world!

Your tclephone call has really done my dav!

lill said she was on cloud seven and Jack agreed taat ke was in rinth heaven.
Why does Mazx alwavs have to be such a miserable guss?

Stereotypically, kappy footballezs sav that thev are over the sun.

cal T A A D M e

o

Angwer these questions,

1 Wonld a prece of gnod news or 2 nizce of bad news be more kely zo make vour day?

2 If yor got top marks in an exam, waoeid you fest dowa in the dumps?

2 Are seople more bikely to get a kick out of bor-aic ballooring or ceaning their boots?

4 Do you have to grin anc bear it wher vou are hapoy or unhappy about sometking that
kas happened?

If you are at sumeone's birthdzy party, what would be more bkely to pue a damper on the
evert — news of the illness of & close triend or = acavy shower of rain?

& Do people nsuzlly enjoy or 2ot enjoy being in the company of & m:sery gurs?

Tou have a beautiftul new sports car that & colleagne is mther ervious af. Whas is your
colvague moze likely o sav out of sour grapes? T love s green colour!” vr 'Of coarse,
thzt model is very warclial:le!”

§ A dampe- is literaly a thing pur on plaae sbrings <o make tie sound less loud, How does
koowing this help vou re urderetard the idiom esing 1he word damper?

Dic vou notice anything thet a number a7 the imapes inthe hapainess idioms Fave i
conunon?

L

Rl
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Anger

Being angry

These informal idioms ¢an be used either abour yourself

or about a third person.

I'm fed up (to the back teeth) with tryving to live on such

a small wage.
I'm at my wits’ end trying to keep things in order.
(wits = intelligence, brains)

I've had it up to here with this organisation!

These informal idioms are generally used about other people.

Your boss will have/throw a fit when he finds our
{You can also say go off the deep end / go spare /

These less informal 1dioms describe other people’s

you forgot to reply to those lerrers,
do his nut / blow a fuse.)

anger and are based on the word blood.

If someone’s blood is up, they are very angry or excited and may react in a violent way.

If you are after someone’s blood, you want to catch them in order to hurt or punish them,

If you are out for blood, you are determined to find someone to artack or blame for

something bad that has happened.

Angry relationships

idiom meaning

example

drive someone up
the wall

make someone very angry
{or sometimes very bored)

The neighbours' loud music every night is driving
me up the wall,

drive/send someone
round the bend/twist

make someone very angry
(or sometimes very bored)

His lack of consideration is driving me round
the twist.

rub someone up the
wrong way

make someone annoyed

Jill always manages to say something to rub her
father up the wrong way.

get/put someone's
back up

make someone annoyed

Roger put his sister's back up by saying she
would never be a good driver.

ruffle someone’s
feathers

make someone annoyed

Jo says what she thinks without worrying about
whether she might be ruffling anyone's feathers.

put/send the cat
among the pigeons

do or say something that
makes a lot of people
angry or worried

Danny put the cat among the pigeons by
suggesting that the company might have to make
some redundancies.

not be on speaking
terms

be so angry with each
other that they refuse to
speak to each other

They haven't been on speaking terms for years
although neither can remember what they
first quarrelled about.

give someone an
earful

tell someone how angry
you are with them
(informal)

The old lady gave the children an earful for
nearly knocking her over. )

give someone a
piece of your mind

tell someone how angry
you are with them

He'll give the boys a piece of his mind if he
catches them in his garden.
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3.1

3.2

3.3

34

Exercises

ot the expressions in the bux into paics that nocan mote or kess the same.

weitt offl the deep end gave him an garful drove hini va the wall gave ham a prece of har mind
put his back up did his nut rifbbed hm up the weong way sene Wim round the bond

Complete cach of these idioms,

1 Kevin has hadd it npto e with his work,
2 Tes horrible livng with two m‘opie wha are not on speaking

3 I eeally ponthe L e arnng the pigeons i vou v 10 h\ mg thm up at the
IMeelng.

4 My sister | . _ipare when she foend o T'd bierne ber new top.

3 jezis . e yOUT Blood now e knows it was you whe rold <he palice.

5 1k demonstrators are funou:. and e For Blond,

7 Your father wil chrow a . if yau ge our dressed |ike thar.

§ Lhe baby hardly sleeps zc n1g,hr a1d her mother 15 ar ker erd.

Correct ight mistakes i this paragraph.

Yesterday 1 had tereible toothache, Io hart 2 lot
and T gusgss that’s why [ was in a bad temper all
dav. Evervthine anyare said seemad uwn put che
hack wr ard, in the end, I threw a fuse witk (ke
person [ share my office with, Fven whea ' in 2
_tgaf}d lrmod, whe sends me ujr e e st with her
consian: chatter and yesterday 1had had it off to
herz witn her after maly ten oimies. T renly gave
her an eyeln’ and the reslt s that we are we
langes 1 soeaking torms. T know Tll hzve to
apologise for doing my s like thar, but perhaps
Il wair a wkile. 17's muck casicr to work when
she isn’t ralking to mc! Perkaps 1 should give her
a peace of my mind more ofen,

Answer these questions.

Mame one thing that drives you up the wall,

L N S R

Firul am idiom on the leli-hand g conwgred wirl e[ec‘.ric;ity.

Fined 1we idioms on the leli-hand page U conjure us ineges of hirds.

Caun you remember o teacher ever peirg of? the desp end? 1f so, what cawsed iz?
F‘ITH['S&'_VEFI i{ﬁ!‘)”l:{ on L}]l‘f 1{:'& -'f:'rlTltII p:’lgr 'hﬂt arer 'r_‘JE’\SEd a1l pai't.:. (FF l'hE i"lj[i y.

FHas aryons tecently rubbed vou np che wrong wav? 17 s, hew dlil chey e chis?

Which idiom in A on the tzfi-hand page do you thonk is usuzlly accompanied by a gesture?
Have you ever giver somenne a piece of yonr oind? If so, what about?

(iRl



——
m Knowing and not knowing

Knowing and understanding

knawing

meaning

She knows the system ingide out,

She knows avary dezil of it

When it comes w geography. e vertainly knows
his souff.

Hz has a very good knowledge of it.

That book -itle has a familiar ring to it. | tiink |
read it a iong time ago.

It seunds miiar /| think Pve feard it before.

I'm not sure if | know her, but che name rings a
bell. (very commanly uzed with name)

| have a vagie memory of snmeene with thaz
name, Euk 3a1% remembar exactly.

not knowing

rREnmg

I haver’t (got) f don’t have a clue haw to Lse
s camera.

| don’t know at all,

| haven't (gok) f don't have the faintest idea
whara she Iives.

| really don't ki au all,

| haven't (got) f don't have the foggiest {idea)
whar chis switzn is for,

| absnolLtety den's know at all.

| can’t for the life of me remember her fiese
Pare,

| ean’t remember at all:

Fira it out of touch with compate-s these days.

| used o know abcut them, but dom't know the
latest developments,

I'm sorry, thar namz doesn't ring any helks with
mg. (very commenly used with name)

| dan’e think I've cver heard o before: ic 1z
unfamiliar.

-B Coming to conclusions

I didnt actually know where »ou were staying, but Mark smid vou were with a relative, 501
put two and two together and guessed it was thar aunt of yours in Mancheseer, |concluded
from the facts | knew]

I'm sorry, 1 got thold of] the wrong end of the stick. T thought you were complaining abour
scmething. {zame to the wrong ¢onclusion)

‘Fthink bo's got hold of the wrong end of the stick.”
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4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Exercises

Correct the mistakes in these idioms.

I Ldoo'. have even e faiat dea where bie s roday; voJ'll Fave to ask sonckads etse,

2 The sirle o e €7 has fumiliar sings 1oie, out T din e think Pee ever heacd it

3 My consin kroews the tax laws eutside and fn, se 6 you wan sdvice on your tax, kel
help you.

4 Ecant fi7 fe think whas e was T came 1ane the ktehen for

5 1saw Tom and Liy together in a restaurant locking adoringly 1mo each other®s eyes.
L added 1p rwvo and twa, and dectded they must be mailiy in love.

Lise the correcred idioms from exercise 4.1 1o rewrite the underlined parts of this paragraph.
Us: cach idiom once only.

awenys thonghn 1krew my compoter inevery deigil, but the o ier day i -ieried 1o crissh
evzry ume 1 opened & certzin program. { conk) nor 1nany way unidersiad why it was doing
this, anc 1 Judn't have ary ddea erall about whar o do 2o fix e 1 rang e halpline which 1
hatl ased in the past, and after abour 20 menores [ speke 1 someone who saxd his memie was
Patrick. and €har ke was there to help me. He gave me same advice awhich sonaded gpaire
famyiliag to me from previous cads | had made t the same aviphnoe. T thought gl sl sbie,
pot tae facs together, and concluded that chey give the same advice to evervbadly, and thar
i7% just a way o gertirg rid of vou. The compater st:ll exzshes every tme 1 open the peogramm,

Write sentences that mean the opposite of these senrences. Use idioms trom <he iefr-hand
page and make any other necessary changes.
Yes, char oeme is very famitizr (o me, | think U've mez her several Cimes.

I'm really ap to dore with 1V soap aperas these days. [ wazea toea every diy,

1

2

3 e

4 T gorfectly interprevec. what she was irying to tell me and i solved < big problem.
5 Nao, sorry, her name means notuag o me. [ may have me: her 1 jus

She knows alwol irely nuothing wher i comes Lo e Fistory ol th

ANt CEnE e

Complete cach sentence with a different idiom which refers to ‘oot knowing'.

L T o e e e o [0 wse 122 photacu iz Do voo taing vou
could halp me? {weitkest of e Liree)

[

wae:e :elothat lztier 1 broughe for you. I'm

v shes T2y, bt Shes craer! leven

stronger (an i)

If you have access to the [ntaraet, go to the Cambricge Mterational Cictionory of fdioms wihslte at
diccomarycamtbridgpgresidioms and de 2 search under the wore ke ow wi. geta st of a2l te
idioms contz aing the wo:d know, Choose ary three of taese that yeu have not seen bafnra or whick
Innk intereseng, £lizk on cach ane to gee their meanings and make a nate ol them i your Vouabulary
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= A

Experience and perception

Learning from experiences

[f ..

yOU COn 30 ...

something bad has happened, but you decide to
learn from it instead of being upset by it

I've decided to put it down to experience,

you don't know what your position is or what your
situation is with someone, and it's worrying you,

| just want to know where | stand, that’s all.

something happens or someone says something
that makes you think very seriously about it,

the events / your suggestions have certainly given
me food for thought.

something bad happens to you and you decide you
will never let it happen again,

I've learnt my lesson.

someone does something stupid which affects them
in a way that they'll never want to do it again,

that will teach him/her a lesson!

someone finally becomes aware of a fact (often
used with unpleasant facts),

| think hefshe’s got the message.

you tell the true facts to someone who has
believed a different, set of facts up to thar moment,

| just want to set/put the record straight.

Other common idioms connected with perceiving situations
[ heard it on/through the grapevine that vou're thinking of leaving the company. Is it true?
[heard it from someone who had heard it from someone else]

He doesn’t hate you at all. It’s completely untrue. It’s just a figment of your imagination.
|something you have imagined which is nor true]

The Prime Minister seems to have lost sight of why she was elected. She’s broken all her
promises to the people. |forgotten a cenrral, important fact or truth about something)

What beats me is why people are prepared to sit in a traffic jam every morning for half an
hour just to get to work. [what | cannot understand]

I'm having second thoughts about moving house. 1 like this part of the city and I'm not sure
I'd be happy anywhere else. [I decided something, but now I am no longer sure abour it

I don’t know all the ins and outs of the situation, bur it seems that David has decided to
maove out of the flat he shares with Ruth and Monica. [the details of|

If an idiom has a preposition associated with it, e.g. ins and outs of, second thoughts about, always write
. the preposition with the idiom in your Vocabulary notebook, as well as any other important structural

information.
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Exercises

5.1 1o each of these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat what the firse
speaker says. Complete the idioms.

| Martin: Well, Luke has finally learnt that he can’t expect everyone clse to pay for him.
Philip:  Yes, ] think he’s .
2 Anne:  Well, Sheila will certaml» !carn never to do rhat ag-un'
Gerry:  Yes, cthat should definirely .. "
3 Frances: His suggestions are worth :1kmg sermuql\ aren’t they?
Brad:  Yes, they've certainly given us g
4 Will:  Joe’s convinced himself that his nclghbours are drug smugglers Hes just crazy!
Nick:  Yes, I'm sure the whole thing is a .
5 Carol:  Well, I think we were nghr tor tell her what really happened don’t you?
Steve:  Yes, it was important to . " R
5.2 Complete the crossword.
e ] A 3 AR ] i ; ] == Across
Hrepm o] 3 You can hear news through it.
3 4 5 Don't lose it.
GPUL It i s D
experience,
g ; Down
i 1 They’re not your first thoughts.
= £ e 2 Usually means bits, bur is used
il in an idiom about not
T 6 E understanding something.
| 4 They go with ‘ours’.
5.3 Complete each of these idioms.
1 I'wantto know ... = POp— . One day you say you love me,
the next day vou sav Im 5u5t a fm.ud [t:, d{wmg e crazy.
2 He spent £500 of my money, I'll never lend him my credir card again, I've
3 cand T o Of the situation, but [
think one of thc directors is gomg o resign. Thcrc must bc a hlg problem.
4 [ can understand that she needed help, but .. i .me is
that she should ask someone as stupid as Simon to he'lp her!
5.4 Answer these questions.

1
2

Think of an occasion when you learnt vour lesson.
Think of something which happened to you that
you decided to put down to experience.

Have you ever decided to do somerhing, then had
second thoughts about it? Whar was it?

Think of something you heard recently on the
grapevine. What was it?

Have you ever been in a friendship or relationship
where you had to say °I need to know where 1
stand’? What was the situation?
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E——
-A When things go well

Success and failure

if something ...

then it ...

makes all the difference (to something)

has a very good effect on a situation or a thing

works/goesfruns like a dream

works/goes/runs very wel| indeed

works like magic

works immediately and very well indeed

goes from strength to strength gets better and better

does the trick solves a problem very well

is the be-all-and-end-all (of something) | is the most important thing (often used in the negative:
not the be-all-and-end-oll}

is / turns out to be a blessing in disguise | has a good effect even though at first it seemed it would

be bad
- B ...and when they don’t
If. then ...
someone/something is a victim of their/its success has negative effects as well as or instead
theirfits own success of positive ones
someone doesn’t have the ghost of a they have no chance at all

" chance (of doing something)

someonefsomething gives up the ghost | theylit stop(s) werking or they stop trying to succeed
because they know they will not

someonelsomething leaves theirfits they have | it has an effect (usually negative) that changes
mark (on someone/something) someone or something for ever

‘ '€ Other useful idioms connected with success and failure
I always knew Ahmed would go places. He’s been an excellent athlete since he was a
teenager. [would be successful (go places is not used in the simple tense forms)|
He’s a good writer, but he hasn't really ever hit the big time. [been successful nationally or

internationally and made lots of money]

He's really made a go of that restaurant he bought. He's extended it and he employs about
ten people now. [been very successful with]

a If a dictionary or your teacher tells you an idiom is not used with a particular tense or has other
| grammatical restrictions, e.g. go places in C above, always make a note about the grammar in your
notebook,
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4.1

8.2

6.3

6.4

8.5

Exercises

Connplete these wWlioms with prepositions,

1 His Internes company has gone ... o SEECAETH e . strecgrh in the lase six
months. He's making a lot of maaey now.

2 The flood ruined our olé kitchen, but i* was 1 klessing ... - .. disgtise, because the
insarance compiny paid for a corpletely rew one,

3 This new madel is not the be-zll-and-end-all .. .. e dig:tal cameras, but it certainly
lias, imany technical featares that nthers do not have.

Yo offer e drive us1o the airt makes oll the difference
Your plan to persvade Lela to join the conmittze worced . .

. our rave. plans.
magic.

g

Use the idioms fram exercise 6.1 to rewrite the nnderlined parts of the sentences.

1 At Hzst we thought tae new road would spoi our village, but in facr it was a pusitive
develgpment and the village skops are doing more business.

2 Teprayed the stain remover onte my jacket and it had an jmmcdiate positive result. {Laive
TW ATISWETS,

3 This is not the absolute best ard most compiers cookery ook, but it docs have recipes
fror 130 differeat countries.

4 The wchool has ot better ang better since the new head teacher took over,

% Gening new curtalas has changed iy Dzt 1o a positive way, It fzels Yike a aew one.

Who would be most hicely 1o say these remarks? Chonse the correct answer,
1 It left ivs mark on me.
a} semeone who had just spilt red wine over themaeives
" b} semecne who raught in o very bad schonl for ten vears
=} someene who had a wonderful birthdey parry

]

['m o vicdm of my own suctess.
) somennz who won a lot of roney then spent iz all
l"} a Srll[!lﬂ'lr Wh_o ii]wﬂyﬁ Fﬂﬁ.‘il‘ r'.vt'ry EXF ||'|ey r.lkﬁ
[,': a pUI_‘JIJTﬂr tl;‘ac]m’r Wh{)sf L'i?l.‘is t'\v'(‘_'r'\'(]l'lﬁ wanis Lo l.‘{'_ 'ill
2 1don't think I'R ever hit the big time.
a) a rock musician whe iz pepular in lecal clubs
bY an athlere who has just got a place :n an Olymaic ream
Ci a dentist with a very heayy schedule of cappointments
4 Wark isn't the be-all-and-end-all in my dire.
a} someonz who is unemployed
b} someons who has s iot cof interesting hokbics
¢ someone who never finishes a job they start

Complcte cach of these idioms.

. the ghast. We need a new one.

1 The photocopier has complenly e
cghost of e of passing the exam,

2 Tdidny think T,
bue | did.
3 My new motorbike ...

a dream; % fast, bur so srwooth and guiet,

Answer these questons,

11 yuou maie o go of something, do you succesd or fail?
2 What should you remenies about the grnnar of the idion: go places?
3 What could yoo wrte in your Wik bl‘l];i"}' sotehcoh abour the use of be-ali-and-end-ail?
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A

Having problems

Describing the problem

{ I've come up against a brick wa]l.l t I've been left holding the baby,)

[something is blocking |others have left me to deal with a
me from doing whar I problem alone]

want to do]
A They've gor me over a ba.rrcl-_}

I put my foot in it. ) Ry
> |have pur me in a situarion where |

[said sumething tactless have no choice over whart I can do)

and embarrassing]
I've come up against
a stumbling block.

[a problem which stops me
from achieving something]

~= I'm clutching at straws now. !

|am in such a difficulr siruartion
that I will try anything]

I've drawn a blank.

( I've spread myself too thin, }, |am unable to find information or
to achieve something I'd hoped for|

[in a very difficult or
dangerous situarion|

C_I’vc dug myself into a thP

[have myself caused a
. problem that will be
difficult to escape from

(informal)]

[am trying to do too

many things a same -
DL EIEe At the samne So now we are all going
rime, with the resule that | !
e 3 to have to face the music.
can’t give any of them the :
attenrion they need| [accept criticism or punishment for what

you have done|

Fact of life

Taxes are, unfortunately, a fact of life. [an unpleasant situation which has to be accepted
because it cannor be changed]

A fact of life must not be confused with the phrase the facts of life, which is a slightly
indirect (humorous) way of referring to information about sexual reproduction. Another
humorous idiom for the facts of life is the birds and the bees,

Easier said than done

Why don’t you take the train to work? Then you'd avoid all the traffic jams.
Easier said than done! There are no trains at the right time. [something you say when
something seems like a good idea, but is difficult to acrually do|

Make a ‘problems’ idioms page in your Vocabulary notebook.You will find examples of other idioms that
can be used for talking about problems in other units of this book toc. As you find them, add them to
this page of your notebook.

TIP
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7.1

7.2

7.3

Exercises

Maich the beginning of each idiom on the lofe wirh its ending on the right.

RS+ R S ORI

left Loldirg the wll

brick olock
stumbiling, masic
dire al:y

diaw a Larrel
Nave Voo aver a simaits
Sace the lank

Put the words in the vight order and make sentemces.

[ TN

4

dore f said / Easier / than

o0 1o Tiv ! spread { dein  not £ yoursell

1714 foot /it wish / my S/ put # hadn' £ in

a /iife folder / of / Geutinig # Tt 7 s

wecher £ el £ and fwas S o fhe S 00 e faboud F bees £ Sacalvs ¢ decided £ time f her /
airds

Ve f prineasy § faces 4 of A ene S Childres £ eughe 7 in  school §are

Which idivms o thege picrores make you think of?

Cuomplote each of these idioms with one word,

b

2
3
1

Lol

o] I

You'd betier #Hop mlk:.ng, of ytm’u dig )limrm'\f sl 3 d\‘.‘tptr e e e e
1 haped Td find ke address T needed in the libra-y, out T drew a

7 youw take o any inoce work, you’ls be spreading yonrself far too
Strandes’ on *he island with no money and no Juggage. we were well aware rhar we were
iz e

The pulice E"{pk‘:rCG a mumber of le 3y, bat 2ach time they came up apainst a brick

l\oc havmg cnoug}- savng_ tosctupa busincss was a major stumbling .
[wish | coud Joave my job, but ey ve BOE Me OVEL @ e o e

Magazinzs ofren have arvizies about people's probiems or cuestion and answer pages dealing with
problems of different kinds, Find an article or & cuestion and arswer page like this and make a note of
arry idiomns that you find there.
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" Dealing with problems

e
'A Trying to solve a problem

Ray needed o bookcase, He had been making do' with
planks of wood on bricks, but he wanted something nicer
now, His sister, Sandy, suggested buying o self—assembly
bookcase where the pieces came in o flab pack for him to
put together himself. Ray knew he wasn't much good at
that sort of thing, but he decided to give it a shob/whirl?.
When he opened. the pack, it all losked very confusing, bub
he was determined to geb to grips with® it. After a. couple
of hours, he had something that looked a bit like o
bookcase but was rather wobbly. To be on the safe side?,
he asked Sandy to check it for him. “There's something
not quite right about this,' she said. ‘| think we'd better
geb to the bottom of ® i before you pub your books on ik

Light and understanding

The recent release of fifty-year-old documents has shed & great deal of
light on the political crises of the 1950s. Some urexpected. information about

o

=

managing with something that
isn't as guod as you would like
give something a try (informal)
make an effort to understand
or to deal with a problem or
situation

to protect himself
even though it !
might not be
necessary
try to
discover
the truch
about
Sumerhing

the govermment of the day has been brought to light and some surprising

facts obout the politicians of the time have also come to light.

The concept of fight is often used to represent mental illumination or understanding. The
idiom bring something to light (usually used in the passive — see above) means to discover
facts that were previously unknown. Often, though not always, these facts are about
something bad or illegal. Come to light gives a similar idea of unknown facts becoming
known. Shed/Throw light on something means to help people understand a situarion.

It’s been a very difficult vear, but at last T feel I can see the light at the end of the tunnel.
[something makes you believe thar a difficulr and unpleasant situartion is coming to an end]

The problem’s over

The Democratic Party is behaving as if victory was already in the bag. |certain to ger or

achieve something (informal)]

I was in despair until Chris turned up — the answer to my prayers. [something or someone

that you have needed for a long time]

1 want to wave a magic wand and make things better. [find an casy way to solve a problem|

I've got to tie up a few loose ends before | go on holiday. [deal with the last few things that

need to be done before something is completed]

Once Sheila explains why she acted as she did, everything will fall into place. [you
understand something that you did not understand before, or everything goes well|

Afrer the fload, it rook us some time 1o pick up the pieces. [try to return to normall
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8.1

4.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

Exercises

Match each idiom on the left with its definition on the right,

1 rie np fouse onds undersrand ard deal with something

2 come 1o light Iy something

3 give somethiag a shot fnd an casy solution

4 get 1o grips with something just in case

5 makedo tinish off fina. lictle taske

¢ to bc on the safe side uacover the tratk

7 wave a magic ward manzge with something of worse quality

8 gzt to the bottom of semething be discovezed

Complete cach of these idioms with one word,

1 1™z heen busy ar work, but 1 can see the light ar the end of the riaw,
2 Sarah wanted 1o .. a magic wand and make her son hcppy again,

3 Just wait while I tie up thc _ends, then [l 2o to the march with you.
4 When ber parcnts geve her some mnnc), it was hkL the answer <o her .. e e
& Dve never tried yoga before, bur I'd be happy to gLve - " -1 shor

6 The job isn't in the .. R - till you've had an orler in wntng

7 This research may shed iresh . on the zauses of asthma in childeen,

S Ag C lstened to the evidence, eve:i,t g Dega,: tc:  nm st aeeemee e 10 PLACE.

Comglere cach sentence with an idiom from the box, Make any other necessary changes,

bwing o light comets gt fallinto place get o grips with  ger o the nomam of
gve It & whirl pick Wp the pleces sheu light on

r'd like 1o 1y that new Lowling alley. Tols e . this evening,.
T Tinding i qoeee hard L IOY CIEW mh:- as \-‘.’ork
Whey 10e business failed, Pzul vamshed ‘t‘avmg i parmner ... s -
Some ImMportant Aew evidonee . e, .in the lase fow day: ¥s.
* hope thar we'll be able . " wha. s beor going on.
New medical res=atch - the causes of heart attacks.
As soom ag L met Joshrea's family, everyehing ... R
In che investigarion iate their aceounts, a mmber of ereors

[ I T T

March cach statement on the left with the maost likely response on the right,

1 17l wash your czr for you! QK. jast 0 be on the safe side.

2 Lers go bome now 1f only 1 conld wave a magic ward!

3 Theeb’s ia tac bag! ¥au're the answer to my prayers!

4 We'd berrer take umbrellas. Soon. Ive still gor some (eosc eads 1o tic ap.
§ Cap van maxe o with a penci? I hope you™e right!

& Weo just don't krow whar to dot Sure, that'll do fine.

Which idioms do these pictures make you think of?
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5 Power and authority

‘ A Laws and rules

Note the idioms in this letter to the Editor of a newspaper.

SirMadam,

During the recent demonstrations in
the city centre, we saw protesiers
taking the law into their own
hands' and attacking the offices of
the company responsible for the
pollution of our beaches. While 1
can understand how angry these

control the situation. What we now
need is a firm government that is
prepared to lay down the law® to
the big corporations which pollute
our environment and to  stop
bending the rules* when it is a
question of commercial interests. At

(o

e

taking action
which should be
taken by the police
or the courts

are completely out
of control and
simply ignore the
i:l\v\"

be very tirm and
clear abour the

g : : {

,protesters must feel, it is clear | the same time, the police must take | law, and enforce it
that the most violent group of | firm action against the most violent | 4 making special
demonstrators, the  so-called | groups. Only in this way can we | exceptions; lerting
‘Matore’s  Commandos’,  have | solve the problems we now face. ¥ sume people
become a law o themselves? | . disobey the

—— - |..mt f_;e Y57 | Sincerely, ff les/la
and that rules/laws
at the police are failing to Laura Norder
|
B ol gl s e P, J'«-‘__("\ L N %

' B Authority and responsibility

If you ...

then you ...

carry the can (for something which happens)

accept the blame/responsibility alone, even though
other people were responsible

get / let someone off the hook

are free / leave someone free from all respensibility
or from a difficult situation

leave someone to their own devices

allow them to decide how to act; do not control or
supervise them

are atlon the receiving end (of something, for
example, a person’s anger/criticism)

suffer from / are the target of (the other person’s
anger/criticism, etc.)

are at someone’s beck and call

do everything they tell you to do, whenever they
tell you to do it

get your own way

persuade other people to let you do what you
want

Power and politics

The people of Sweden go to the polls next Sunday. [ paulz’ vote in a general election]

The government’s spin doctors always make sure the news is very positive. [public relations
officers who meet the press/media and present events in a way that suits them]

I think there 15 a hidden agenda in the government®

26 English Idioms in Use

s plans. [an attempt to hide their real intentions)



9.1

9.2

2.3

9.4

Exercises

Which of these people are in a good situarion (trom their paint of vicw) and which are i
bad sitvation? The idioms all come from B on the leh-hand page,

1V has been ler off the hook, 3 Carmen is o1 everyone’s beck and call,
2 Sally has had te carry the car. 4 Fozne tns g0l her own wav
Complete each of these idioms with a preposition.

oo ¥ ur wn hands,
I:he law and muade them do thei: dusy

1 Tis wrong to ahe the law

2 s time [ aid .

3 1 wound not watl o be
answers. )

4 Old Bob seems to have become a law s e v
what he likes.

5 Nobkody rells you what to do. Yan're jus: le't e e o FORE OWT: devices.

_... himself at work. He does just

Rewnite the underlined part of each sentence with an idionn

1 [ think there is 2 rzason she'’s not telling vs about char letter she sent to the boss.
2 Tthought | was going to have to represent my class av the stafl—stadent meoting, vut
o 1o " have to
3 She's an awiul boss to work for; the secreraries have to do what shg wants whengver she
waats ity eight hours a dav, seven days a week.
He has bad 1o ke a lor of eriticism from the press 1a racent wesks,

They cause all the wauble, aid T always have o ks he Blamea.

L. EP N

own decisioms shout how o do rhmg;..

Write a senlence or & enuple of
sentences for each of dhese idioms
10 show their meaning.

a hidden aperda
3 wpia doctor
bend che ru'es
B0 LT the ;)0]55

T R

I think be must be ong of those spin dectora,”

Read dhe edicoriats andfor lewers to the Bdivor in an English-larmueage wenspapsr of watch { liseen o
an English-language news broadeast on radic / TV / the Internet. Notice hew many Idioms accur in
the paolidcal nows, Make 2 note of any wWioms thas are not in Lhis unit

Englich dioms in Use

oo e W0 ECETVINE e of his bad femper 1OV Two

T dov’t wanr sumeone 1elliag me what to dea all the time. Td racher ke allowed 1o wmake my
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Structuring and talking about argument:

Structuring arguments

On the tme hand.', | don't think that schoolchddren should have
mobile pHones. No ome knows what the health risks may be for
young people’s brains. On the other hand?, they are a useful way
for kids to get in touch with their parents when there is @
crisis. Be that as ib may’, ib 5 still o nuisance when phones go
off in the middle of a lesson. To put i in & nutshell®, there
are o lob of pros and, cons® with regard. to kids and mobiles.

. the same issue

opinion

woa

Noun phrases relating to arguments

and ? these phrases are used to present two opposite facts or two different ways of looking at
an expression which means you accepr that something is true, bue it still does not change your

indicates that you're describing something as briefly as you can
advantages and disadvantages

She’s caught in a vicious circle. She gets depressed, so she buys some new clothes, so she has
no money, which makes her depressed again. [a problem thar cannor be solved because it
causes another problem that causes the first problem again]

Don’t let’s ger onto corruption in the police. That would really be opening a can of worms!
|a problem which you do not want to deal wirh because ir will cause trouble {informal))

The producer says critics love the film, but box-office takings will provide the acid test.
|a key test which will prove the value, quality or truth of something)

Certainly, boarding school is hard for children. The other side of the coin is that they learn to
be independent. [a different view, making somerhing look either better or worse than before]

Talking about arguments

idiom

meaning

example

tie yourself (up)
in knots

become very confused when you
are trying to explain something

Fiona tried te explain the problem, but she
soon tied herself up in knots,

be broughti/called
to account

be forced to explain your actions
and (probably) punished

The Ministers responsible should be called 1o
account for their incompetence.

give someone
the benefit of

believe something good about
someone even though you could

I'm not sure that David is telling the truth,
but I'm giving him the benefit of the doubt.

the doubt believe either good or bad
go round in make nO progress in an argument We're going round in circles. | wish you'd
circles or discussion come up with a new idea!

won't budge/give
an inch

won't modify an opinion or agree
to even small changes that another
person wants

I'm prepared to compromise, but Bert won't
budge an inch.
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ig.1

0.2

10.3

10.4

Exercises

Martch the beginnimg of ench ilirmn on the le’t willi i+ ending, on the cight.

1 acanof circle
2 thc acid kand
3 ncizhell
4 Ll)'in
5 b arker inch ”
& the e side of the circles
7 e yourself up in WOrns
& yoroundin knots
9 be calledd to tesl
i won'r give 2o accouot

What are the situa

ins deseribing? Match an iliom from the bix with each situation.

"a v cious rircle going round in circles puLting it in a nueshelt the acid test
tying yourealf up in knots the pros and cons of 2 sitatien

Aing vt a new invencion For the firse cime.

Trying ig explein somethng _omplcx it you do pot ceally endoestand.
The sdvauzages and disadvanrages of inoving to a diferent town.

4 Fxpluining a

P

somplicsted stuation in rwo mimn=s.

§F Trying ro seach agrzenent when reicher side is prepared 1o nerlity its position.

A Gemag ridd of some kanks so yon have space on your hoeoalelves, than buying more
hisok: beravse you now have space, <o you ow need 1 per rid of vwre books o clear a
B e St

Complete each sentence with an idiem from the box, -

a can of warms called to account &1 the one hand be that as it may
gree Bim the benefit of the Aokt the nrker side of e oein

In so:nz ways it’s glamerou: being 2 pop staz But
is shat you 20 longe: have any privacy.

it's time these peuy crimjnals were
‘rrespomsible acions.

T ko Bl o niee Friendly person, b, ..

kes

. bor their

tas

. hestll

hiss v pull Dis weight i te office.
& R - CErhink Jano might heve the Sess peesanabics Tor
-he joh, kbur, on the nrh"r, Mina has morc BNDETIENC .
5 If he's asologsed, | think you should ..
& Irwould be opering ..

oo T3 inguize aboant hiv finasees.

Rewrite the underhned part of each sentence with an idiom.

L I goe very confised tryving o explain to Karl haw | felz about hirw
['d like you ta write an essay m zhe advepteges and disadvaatages of wor<ing ahicad.

3 To pan o brielly, James ceeds 1o oroduce betker lianework,

4 Nanasha was preparad 10 compromise, bt Alex woolen’t conpromise ai ¢

3 Yoo neel were maney so yon work more. Yoo var moce so vou spend morz. 5o you aced
mil W(II'L’ meire.. ]i ey BTy,

Erglish dglims 0 s 19



- A Emphasis

Conversational responses

possible stimulus

you say

you mean

‘fou can borrow my car tonight

Thanks a million!

Thank you very much indeed.

Did you get the job you wanted?

Mo such luck!

You're disappointed you were not
able to do something.

Can | go skiing with you and your
friends this weekend?

The more, the merrier.

You're happy for others to join your
group Or activity.

She’s a great teacher!

You can say that again!

You totally agree with someone.

Come on the roller coaster with me!

No way!

You do not want to do something.

| don't know how you can drive a
car in London traffic!

There's nothing to it!

You think something is easy.

You could become a model.

Don’t make me laugh!

You think something is unlikely.

It's nearly the end of the holiday
already.

How time flies!

You are surprised at how quickly
time has passed.

We bumped into John's teacher in

It’s a small world.

You are surprised at a coincidence,

Venice! e.g meeting someone unexpectedly
or discovering mutual friends.
- B Indifference
'_pom‘bfe stimlus you say you mean
What do you think caused the It's neither here nor It is not very important.
problem? there what | think.

Who do you think is to blame — the
boss or the workers?

It’s six of one and half a
dozen of the other.

Two peaple or groups are equally
responsible for a bad situation.

What do you think of Jed Hart's
acting?

I can take it or leave it.

You do net hate something, but you
don't particularly like it either.

Luke’s got so many computer games.

| know. You name it, he's
got it

Anything you say or choose, e.g. You
name it, he's done it.

B c Life

[Find more interesting things to do.]

Get a life!

You haven't lived!

This is the life!
[It's greal‘-ra relax and
not to be ar work.]

|
LIFE

[Something someone has not experienced is very goond
or exciting and they should try it. thumorous)]

30 English Idioms in Use

It's[That’s the story
of my lifel .

[Bad things always seem to be
happening to me. (humorous)]

g \\\

Such is | That's life!

[Bad things happen and
you cannot prevent them.,]



Exercises

LE.1  Complere these dialignes with an iciom from & or B on che lefi-hand page

1 A: My new neighbour wras ar school with younl
Bi

()
g

A T OKf T s n;,jefr Loy yoAIE DACTY?

11.2  Complete these sentences with an idiom from C on the left-hand page.

1 A:dcar’t come oot with vou hecause Pve got to wash my hair.

B. .
2 A I’voozever swam in tag h‘cd.i WCITAnsAn,
B

e I8 z€2lly 15 wonderful!

g

: ‘m\_.r it gmfne‘nu h? dn'c-prt- dvou 1lrﬂad\'

;A5 socn as | moved into my new dar, the roof starced leakmg.

o Ir's wonde: 'l keing here on the river when everyene ¢.se is at work!
: You're righs,

11.3  Correct the mistakes in these idioms.

It a lovely presert Thanks a thousend.

You won't find is difficv o learn to ski, Yhese's reclly nothing e dher,

It's cithzr here or there which hotel you decide 12 s1ay in — they're hoth excclear,
Let's have a rcaily big wedding, The more, the merry.

You may gay that agaia! [ zeuldn't agree with you more!

le's tzavelled a lon You sav it, he's been there,

é oo e e b

R ‘hich idioms do these pictures make you think of?

s = .
1 Qﬁﬁf ? ' {f ?_:ﬁ*.‘:’.‘j .
P @ @ "': * -?’é-‘" ; G

[} iz often a good idea mo learn a ryplcal conversational response idiom in a pair with a s@merrent that
[ might promps i for exanple: Do you like eavy mresal musicl? Foan cakie it or beava it
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Praise and criticism

Praise and positive comments

In these conversations, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up what the first

speaker says.

Criticising people

Micko: That little village was the most wonderful, beauriful place Pve ever seen.

Tania:  Yes, it really was out of this world, wasn't ic?

Nora:  Professor Breen is the best lecturer I've ever heard.

Alec:  Yes, he's second to none, isn't he?

Lucy:  I'm not looking forward to being group leader after John. He's so popular and

' successful.

Fergus: Yes, he’s a hard act to follow!

Larry:  Oh, 1 do like our new sofa. It looks just perfect here.

Susan:  Yes, it's just made for this room, isn't it?

Kirsten: 1 admire William. He defended himself very well in the face of all the criticism and
made some good points against his critics too.

Adrian: Yes, he gave as good as he got, didn’t he?

Emilio: Tdon’t think we'll ger rickets for the cup final. They’re all sold and we’d have to pay
a huge sum of money to buy some on the black marker.

Chris:  Yes, they're like gold dust.

Mark:  Dr Zasta’s research is incredibly original and he has made some imporrant new
discoveries.

Nuria:  Yes, he’s done some really ground-breaking work.

Read Alice’s account of some problems she had with a colleague at work. Note the idioms.

Well, when | started working with her, at first she
wis all sweetness and. light', but ofter @ while she
started. getking/grating on my nerves’, and we soon began
to have arguments over stupld things. f | made even a
small mistake Wit iy work, she would give me a hard
time?, you know, and she would poke fun at’ me if |
smiled at or chatted with any of our male colleagues. To
add insult ko injury®, she begar to cast aspersions on®
my honesty, and ove day, when some meney disappedred
from someane's hawndbag, she told people she. r.h:r.-.ghé_ I'd
stolen ik | den't think she was an out—and-out’ evil
person, bub she was certainly asking for trouble®, and one
day | just Lost my temper and, uou know, told her
exactly what | thought of Wer and how much | dasliced
her. She hasn't spoken to me since that day ..
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-

o

-

friendly and pleasant, bur in a false
way

irritating/annoying me

make me suffer / feel guilty
tease/mock me {you can also say
make fun of me)

to make a bad situation even worse
criricise my characrer; suggest that [
was not honest (formal)
completely/totally (for negative
qualities of people)

doing things that were cerrain to
result in trouble (you can also say
asking for it, which is more
infarmal)



Exercises

{2.1  Use an idiom in each sentence to repeat and sum up what the other pecson says.

T A: Diapa was very “ricndly and smiling after our quarre., burir a really false way.
B: Yes. I know. One minute she was aagry, tac nexr minurte she was

2 A; Tried to buy the new Madoana CD, 5ut all the shops had already sold oot
B: Yes. apparently they'vs o

3 A; I ke continues to behave ':he Way l'\t & 'Dchwmg h:s g.',omg tu ha"e big probierns.
Bi Yes, I think he's jost .. e+ (Glve o answers.)

4 4 Bnd;.,» Street, Lollc:he I3 the [sest = regicn.
CB Yes, s L .
S Az Tenjny heirs g  Cha |r1n=r=.ru L I find it difficn it corning after such a popelar and

successiul Chairperson ay Sarzh.
#: Yez, she's cerzamby

100l in the whao!

[2.2  Correct the mistakes i thes: idioms.

1 She ceally gers in my narve soraesimss,
2 The iast Presideat was aa in-and-out cruel
snanster, sand the new one 15 not euch berer.,
T dondt rthink yow shoukd cast nspiratioms wa hin,
He qot here ro defend himnelf,
1 rhe senvises did seme gronmd-making research
o0 human genes.
5 3he hac alreacy upset me, but te add icjuries
o insully she tald me Twas gy

W

ground-bregking work

12.3  Answer these gquestions,

What verk and preposition can be csed vistead of make and of ia Lthe idiom smake fun of
sumebicady?
2 What verk con he usedd instead of gedin the i TEL W AOMMEGHE'E RENLESE

12.4 Comyrlete each of these idioms.

1 They eriticized her very stromely, but she e oo - 28 grod a8 3he
e . and made them 5[11.1: np.
2 Tluf. du g table is just . o . for £aiz room. The wood mazciies the doors
prrfenly.
3 Why are you .. . e omiE such A e Ue? T now [ wvas

wrny, bor [said I M SErTy l 't doany more,
A W srayed ar 2 luxerious five-star beael, bowas oue of

Enghef iiems in Lge 33



‘A Evaluating people or things

It often helps o learn idioms by associating them with keywords.

Opinions on people and actions

keyword

idiom

example

meaning

answer

have a lot to answer for

Parents who don't control
their children have a lot
to answer for.

are the main cause of the
problems

crack

something is not all it's
cracked up to be

That restaurant is not all it’s
cracked up 1o be,

is not as good as people say
itis

edge

someone/something has
the edge over
someone/something

This computer has the edge
over other models because
it has such a huge hard drive.

is slightly betrer than

desire

leave a lot to be desired
(abways in simple tense
forms)

Her spoken English leaves
a lot to be desired.

is not as good as it should
be / as we might expect

make

have all the makings of

The recent events have all
the makings of a big
political scandal,

are likely to develop into

side

loss

on the big/expensive, etc.
side

This suitcase is a bit on the
heavy side.

heavier than you want it to
be

a dead loss

This bottle-cpener’s a dead
loss.

completely useless

ready

rough and ready

The accommadation was a
bit rough and ready.

crude and lacking
sophistication

Commenting on people and their actions

If someone ...

then they ...

throws the baby out with the bathwater”

change things, but lose good things as well as bad

gets/jumps/leaps on the bandwagon

get invelved in something already very successful

plays devil's advocate

pretend to be against an idea so that others discuss it

drives someone to distraction

make someone very angry or very bored

makes an exhibition of themselves

do things in public that make them look stupid

does something under false pretences

tell lies about who they are or what they're doing

never does anything by halves

always make a great effort and do things very well

is a laughing stock

are laughed at / mocked by everyone

“ In former rimes, before people had hathrooms, all the family would bath in one bathtub. First the
master of the house would bath, then his wite, then the children, and last of all the baby, By the time
the baby was washed, the water was so dark and dirry there was a risk that no one would see the baby

any more, and it would be thrown away with the dirry water!
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Exercises

13.1 Which idioms on the letti-hand page have these eywords?
heyword idien

half
hal:y
lll‘!‘i're

Pzadwigon
laugh

e o —

[3.2  The the idioms from exercise 13T 0 1ewrite the waderlined parts of these sentences.

2 The new documentary channe on TV is got as good ag it sheold be.
2" My brother poes w enormous efforts to Jo everytaing perbeetly; he designed and built his
awir house, aad designed rrost of the furnitre roc!
3 He thinks everyaoe i afraid af bio. bu: o fac exeryone lzyghs at bim in szeret
4 Yes, Tikivk we shoalil change the sysiem, but T -hink we shouolé be garebul to keep the
e thivzs aboul the old ~vsion,
5 ke verrs ago, sliere were nomany companies seling on the Internet, but new everyone
hias oied oo b aese it s saecessiy

13.3  Answer these guestions,

1

t Bu-ng the discussion, Kelly played devi's advocate.
13l she ugree or disipres with sveryone elhe?
Tn what way?
2 The buses tha gt froon e sirport e the city are a
bit morugh and ready Are they pice o dde int
l2oes the dion: mean they are vswally ready to
vy when you arrive?
3 Walter was acting wncler false prevences wien
he worked as arv electrician. Wheae Jil Walter
de which was wrong?
1 Camzord Lmversity is not all it's cracked up o be
Weoid you ware 1o study there? Why: / Why noc?

3 Your fend hzs dnvea you to distracnion.
Do yeu say ‘Thanks for the it} Are you happy
with himdher? Whe? f Why noo?
13.4 Complete each of these idioms. Use the dues in brackers. #Fier
1 That new motorvay project bas .. R thie . o of o disaster
for the enviconment. 17 wail’ zo r}‘rnuLH the middie cf a wildlite are. fis Likety 10 hecome’
2 Lara. - . dredl . e f Cir eleass the
other day It was so ..lnba:ras':tng heuwcd im 2 way that nade her Jouk sin. i)
3 "I'he Erona Hotel is a bic . T SHDETLELYE
. Louldn t we Sta) SOMEW hc re cheaper? {rmore than [ wane 1o pay,
4 tal camera isa ... e et et s e e e e 1€ baTERTics PN OTE

aficz about ten photos. [uqdcss‘ na goudl

5T EaInE PARS v oo TRE s e o e e O¥EE 0thier Eupopean cities as<a
place for a holiday. {slightly kores)

5 The governrmenr aas gor a. e T e s s s e - $022 wIth TEZARD 10y
anemplayment, (has c;ms..d. a lot of pro\ﬂems
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Behaviour and attitudes

Behaviour to yourself and others

idiom

meaning

example

look right/straight
through someone

behave as if you do not see someone
either because you do not notice
them or because you are ignoring
them

Ann often looks straight through
you, but | think it may be because
she's short-sighted.

leave someone in the
lurch

give someone a hard/
rough/tough time

make things difficult for someane

leave someone at a time when they
need yau to sty and help them

I'm sorry I'm leaving you in the lurch,
but I've gat ta get to a meeting by
10 am.

The teacher will give you a rough
time if you don't finish the book.

keep a lid on
something

control the level of something in
order to stop it increasing

let (yourself) go

either take less care of your
appearance or relax completely and
enjoy yourself

blow something out of
(all) proportion

A

Ralf’s been trying to keep a lid on his
emotions, but every now and then
his anger erupts.

Sophie used to be so elegant. but

now she's really let herself go.

behave as if something that has
happened is much worse than it
really is

The newspapers have blown the
dispute out of all proportion.

Attitudes towards events

When we got to our holiday destination, it was a. very long climb up to the cotbage that we were

renting. John thought rothing of! it, but | found it quite difficult, However, when we got to the top,
e view wos S0 beautiful that it brought o lump to my Bnroat. We were only going o be there for
two weeks, 50 we were determined to make the most of? ik, Then my mother rang to say th# miy
grandmother had been taken Ul and her life was hanging in the balarce!. OF course, everuthing else
faded fpaled. into insignificance’ then and we agreed that we wouldn't dream of® stayng away n
those. ciraumstances. We caught the next plane home and spent the flight trying to come .bn terms
with? the thought, bhak she might die. However, thank goodness, when we gob to the hospital, she
was sitking up completely recovered and very apologetic that she had spoiled our holiday.

' did something that other people found
difficulr very easily

* found ir so moving that I wanted to ery

* rake full advantage of something because it
may not last long

* no one knows what will happen to it in the
future

* did not seem ar all important when
compared ro something else

¢ would never do something because we think
It 1s wrong

7 start o accept emorionally and to deal with a
difficult situation

Idioms are frequently used for commenting on your own or others' behaviour and attitudes. Try to
notice how idioms are used in this way when you are reading or listening to English. Note the context
as well as the idiom in your Vocabulary notebook.
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Exercises

14.1  Which of cliese semences describye basically positive behaviour or attitudes and which
describie beliaviour ur arcitndes that are negative (ar least from the speakers puint of view)?

Mark looked straighe thi cugh e wher 7 walked inta the hall.

Rachei left me in the lorch as she nscaliv dees.

Sam hag really let Binsell go siace his wice died.

Ters male the wose of this beinifol weathen

Tae hoy's suprans ringing throgh the chuech Bronghe a lamp to ey tbrase
Rita’s hosimmil has blown t1e argument our of all proportion.

Il be great 1 be able ro let ourselyes go onee term ends.

They are pradually coming to terms with their loss.

IS SRFTIN MR MU

o

e e omn inflazion.
Her b s still giving Fera ... e Al fior forgeting Lo circnlare his report
1Give three answers.)

Tn the light o waat kas happened since, our proklems chen Bave paled inco

14.2  Complere cach of these idioms with onc word,
I The povernment las leen guite succes:fol al keeping a
i

fa

Jeremy thinks nothing .
‘I'he newspapers often ...
“The beauty of the sunsct proughr a
The fate of my appl.catioz is hanging in the
come through.

£ Towouddn™ oo e 0F telling anyane your secrer,

being irerviewed on TV,

. munor storics out of all projortion.

. to ray throar.

untif my exam results

L - S YR

143 Answer these questions.

Hve yoou ever leen left in the Turch? Tf so, when?

ot -

Has arymie ever given you a rough dme? IE so, why?

is there asyshing difficult thet you rhink nothing of doing? If s», what?

Whar do voeu think i is inportant f make the most of?

What was once 2 big problem for you that has now paied wuo nsignificance?
Waar sorts of things bring a lemp to your throas?

Can vou think of somcthing that vor have had o come to terms with? [£ 50, what?
What would vou oever dream of doing?

144  Which idioms do these pictures make you think of?

Y
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' Reacting to what others say

Ep——
-;A Complete phrases

possible stimulus

response

_! meoning of response

| understood everything he said to
me in French. | was just
pretending not to.

Really! You could’ve
fooled me!

You do not believe what someone says
about something that you saw or
experienced yourself,

Josh adores cowboy films!

Are you prepared to hand in your
notice to stop them going ahead
with their plans?

What do you think of the Labour
candidate in the election?

for taste(s)!

Yes. if all else fails!

There's no accounting | You can't understand why someone

likes or doesn't like something,

If all other plans do not work.

The lesser of two
evils, | suppase.

How did we get into this terrible
position?

It was such a stupid thing to say to
her.

One thing just led to A series of events happened, each
another, caused by the previous ene.

It is the less unpleasant of two bad
opuans.

| knew. I'll never live
it down!

You think that you have done
something bad or embarrassing that
people will never forget.

My beoss just congratulated me on
my report. Should | ask him for a
pay rise now?

Yes, go on. Strike while
the iron is hot.

Do semething immediately while you
have a good chance of success.

How are you going to live on such
a small salary?

| don’t know — one way
or another.

ou are not sure exactly how yet,
but it will happen.

-B Prepositional phrases

R
[nut an appropriate
way of hehaving|
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If | were in your shoes,
I wouldn’t do thar!

It wouldn't be at the
top of my agenda!

[the most
important




15.2

15.3

15.4

Exercises

Mazch zach idion on the Teft with irs definition an the right,

o R O

not on somehow

oIz way ar andther as a last resert
at r1e tep of your agenda sxigicrated
over the top now

if all else fails inportanl
strike while the i s ho [TPeRat I STLIREI S

Which of the idinms from A um the lofe-haind page might the second speaker use i the.e

situarions?
1734 1 love o pun a kit of sugar on my lettaes,
2 A lreeky dica’t mind ar all shas I cidn't win the peize!
3 A 1 should go and spzak to her now
I
4 A: d you ratker hev
B: T suppcse Smizh .. -
3 A

Carrrect e mistakes m these idioms.

T

a0 ] O oL R D

1F L weere i vour suots, I'd eake tie juls in New York.

Asking the Managing Direc-or for bis 113 was a really stupid misiaae iooaede, I'm snze my
col.cagues wil. never ler me live ir afl.

Improving office morals is
We hadn't intended 10 sliny 1here so ].'_\:1;_:, e I}lillt: -ock o anotker

Take vour climee 1 ow. Strile while the Matme i bt

Ican’t nmderstend whar penple see in the exhubiten, ‘Lhere no accoannng, for Thes,

T alt elee alls Tsapposs Ul have zo go and live somewhere else.

Given the chuice betseen warcking foorball oz golf, 1 suppese foctball is the 12ss of ovo
evila

el nr e taph on che new Deisss cotemlae

Complere these sentences i any way vou like.

(%]

e

TF T were it . shoes, £°d

s at the top of my agenda at

the e
et e o 13 J2ST 20E o1, A% far as I'm

coneined.
Iradetermined o .. L. e e e e o emee 5 AP ALY DT
another,

1 think 1k -

T isfwas uver the top.
Lo ey wpinion, if you compare

cand
SO |

the Jesser of oeo ovils,
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Danger

Getting into danger

The soldiers were caught napping by the sudden atrack. [got into trouble
because they were not paying enough attention (napping = sleeping)]

The Health Minister risked his job by going out on a limb and criticising
the proposals put forward by the Prime Minister. [stating an opinion or
doing something different from anyone else. You can also be out on a limb, which means you
are alone and lacking support from anyone else (limb = large branch of a tree)]

John was a weak man, easily led astray by others. [influenced so thar he did bad things
(astray = away from the main path}]

I'd leave well alone if [ were you; Jack hates people to ridy his papers. [try not to change or
improve something because this might make things worse]

Although it’s always panic stations before the performance, everything goes smoothly as soon

as the currain goes up. |a time or situation where you feel very anxious and have to act

quickly {informal)]

Taxes are a necessary evil. [something you do not like, but you agree that it must exist or

happen)

Thank goodness, vou're safe and sound. | was so worried about you when I heard abour the
accident. [this phrase simply emphasises the word safe]

Being close to danger

idiorm

meaning

example

have a narrow escape

just manage to avoid danger or
trouble

The crew had a narrow escape when
the pilot made a crash landing.

do something by the
skin of your teeth

only just succeed in doing something

We won the match by the skin of
our teeth.

ratherftoo close for
comfort

so close in distance or similar in
amount that you are worried or
frightened

We won the election, but the results
were rather close for comfort.

cut things fine

leave yourself only just enough time
to do something

| prefer getting to the station early,
but Lee always cuts things fine.

something sets alarm
bells ringing

something worries you because it is
a sign that there may be a problem

The strange look she gave me set
alarm bells ringing.

take your life in(to)
your hands

do something very risky

‘fou're taking your life into your
hands crossing the road here.

your life is in
someone’s hands

that person can affect whether you
live or die

When you go into hospital, you put
your life in the hands of strangers.

hanging by a thread

likely to fail in the near future

The economy is hanging by a thread.

on a knife-edge

in a very difficult situation and there
are worries about the future

The business is on a financial knife-
edge and may go bankrupt.
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6.1

16.2

16.3

16.4

Exercises

Match the beginning of each 1diom on the left with 41y emding on the Tight.

1 bc caughe limb

2 have a rarrow sound
3 safe and alome

4 e led HELH] I
S 1yy the skin of vour walinmy
& be panic Astray
7 leave well nappng
£ gooutona weeth

Catrrect the miseakes in these idioms,

1 When David suggested they saould come and stay Zor 2 weekend, it set alarm clocks
ringing in my mind.

Z The pazient’s life is kanging by a string,.

3 Hzving to go to wosk is an evil necessite.

4 Way do some people always cul o thing fine:

5 They aze or a knife-blade waiting fior the resulis uf Brian®s medical esis.

A As the bulding was on fire, he bad re choiee It ta o his life in the fiesmen’s hand ard
cliab our of the window zod onto ther Tadtler

7 Yol be toking the life o vour hands il you make a spesch like chat to such an sudience.

% 1thisk it world be more sensible vo lvave good alone.

Which idioms do these picmecs makie you think of?

=15
Rewrite cach sentence with an idiom. Use the keyword in brackets.
1 [ soppuse that exams arz ‘st semething that you have re do. (EVIL) )
2 Irwas such a rehief when Ralph arrivzd back from his Arctic cxpedition fir ard healthy.
1SOUNDY '
Yua iouk ar enormous risk by agrecing to go up in & aelicopter with suck zn
wexperienced plor, (LIFE) '
4 The hurricane seems tw be genting 2 bit too rear to cur rown and P'm beginning ro feel
rather nesvens. (COMFORT)
17 1 were you, { wouldn't attempt to change rhings. {WELL!
e were i a statz of chaos defore the tmportant visitors zrrived, but we maraged o get
everything uader control in time for thelr visit, [STATIONS)
The Smiths almest missed the tran. (TEETIT,
8 | hope the other students won't distrace our son from his studies. (LEAD)

[T

L)

-3
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" Effort

-A Making an effort

idiom

meaning

example

give something
your all

use all your energy and effort to do
something

| gave it my all, but only managed to
come secand in the race.

go all out

use a lot of energy and effort to do
something

Jack is going all out to win the
contract = | hope he'll succeed.

go out of your way
to do something

try very hard to do something, usually
something nice

Maggie always goes out of her way to
put new employees at their ease.

pull your weight

work as hard as other people in a
group

If Sarah pulled her weight, we would
easily be able to complete the project
on time.

by hook or by crook

using whatever methods are necessary

Qur football team is determined to
win the championship, by haok or by
crook.

pull your finger out

make more of an effore
(very informal)

If you don't pull your finger out, you'll
get the sack.

at a push

probably possible, but it will be difficult

| could finish the report by
Wednesday — at a push, Tuesday.

Trying

You're not having much luck threading thar needle, are you? Let me have a go. [y ro do

something|

I'll have a bash at painting the fence tomorrow if you like. [more informal way of saying

have a go)

I went through the motions of tidving the house, but my thoughts were far away. [did
something because vou are expected ro do it, nor because you want to do it. In other words,
vou do it but without purtting much effort or enthusiasm into it|

42  English Idioms in Use

[extremely easy (informal)|

Saying something is easy or difficult

3 as easy as falling
off a log

[ |extremely easy (informal)]

as easy as taking
candy from a baby




17.1

17.2

17.3

17.4

17.5

Exercises

Match eucl idiom on the left wil s definiton om he righ.

T goall our miake an atenipt

2 be a docdle be difficult or tirasome to do

3 go through the motcns do your fai: shaie

4 be heavi-geing do something wizheut srtiusiasm or efort
5 pull your we:ght mazke a lot of effort

6 hzwve a bash be very casy oo do

Correct the mistakes in thase ‘dioms.
1 Towizh you'd pull your hand our and nelp me pwove the fueninee:.
Sam didn’e like the exam, bue 1 thought it was a slice of cake,
I'ra going o get the job somchow, by heck aad by crook.
Sally cocld, in a push, take aver the projec: for you.
Vae test was as easy as falling off a tree.
Lren't worry if you don't win the game - just a: long as you gove thae your all,
7 Wky don't you aave the 5o at repairire the washing machine yourself?
8 Persuadiag him to do what 1 wanzed wzs (ke taking candy from a child.
9 Max will always go ous of his zoad to Lielp mlers.
[ had ne proklems Lsing the public transper system there — 1 was a chiles play.

W] TN P e S

—_

Complete the idiors in this paragraph with prepasitions.

Tho sbudests inomy class bave 0 hand. aoan assighment tn Fricay. Masasc 5 golng 2Ll

1) S get & gocd mask. Mire wsaaly ush Goes v (2] He motions of
writing @a essay, but tis bEme ho's really paled bis Seger L (3} and s gong
4} (%) his Wiy 6 wnte Snvedhing gocs. ke sdys ook AR wares m

geboam A ) hami or .
as easy @5 baking can

GG 00 s s

AT ceotk. Taul says be found the assigament
(8] 2 baby, but Sandra says Jral, wllbcuch she had a
v (30 1k, Sk found, ic quile Medwy ooing.

Rewrite cach underdined idiom with another idiom which has the same meaning.

1 A Do youo chink I'll be ab.e (o manage a snowboard?
B: Course, you wiil. 1t'5 as easy as taking candy Irom a baby.

2 A: ]can’t open zhis bostle.
B: Let me have g bash.

3 A How's John getrirg on with his new boss? .
B: He is going al._out to maks a good immess oo oo her

4 A Dud vou find it easy to mcke that dvesat

B It was child’s ploy.
Which of the two speakers in cach cuse i speaking in a more informasl way?
1 Mar: 1think Il have a bash ar magiag some bread this weekend.
Alex: [ think Tl have a go at making somc bread this weskand,
2 Leah: Twishoyord pall your we phi more wich the projecr.
Sami: Dawishoyond pudl vour Ginger one and helpr more wisle-he projecr.,

Lo Gerting him 2o do what T wane is childs play.
Sonya: Gerring him to do what T want is a piece of cake,

Ergish Jdwms u Use
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Necessity and desirability

Necessity

[

Return-Path: <gbockworm@ecup.cam al.uk>
Man, 04 Sep 2000 05:37:33 2000

Hi Gerry,

Good to get your e-mail. Things are fine here
and we're busy. Nothing to complain about,
except that an extra computer wouldn't go
amiss',

Return-Path; <k.estrella@frolick.com>
Thu, 31 Aug 2000 12:53:36 -0400

Kate,

| feel duty bound” to tell you that all is not
well in the secretaries’ office. Nothing to
panic about right at the moment, but you
know how

= = s s s o es Mammes e
Return-Path: <k.|pod@greedroyd hjnet.co.uk> Return-Path: <l.usparks@dow.org>
Sun, 03 Sep 2000 14:25:55 -0400 Tue, 05 Sep 2000 07:37:38 2000

Hello Kim! l ‘ Dear Lorna,

T e W,

Thanks for your e-mail.Your new job sounds I How are you! I'm fine, but I'm a bit angry
great. Things are horrible here, and if push | i today. The boss has asked me to go to London
comes to shove?, Il just have 1o leave. If l tomorrow, and | need a trip to London like

| need be?, I'll work in a fast food place just L' ! I need a hole in the head’ | may pretend

! would be very useful/good; we need them ¥ if it is really necessary / if T have no choice

% if the situation becomes very bad, this is * 1 teel that ir is my duty / thar I really ought to
what [ can do * | don't need it ar all, and don’t want it

Wanting and desirability

In these pairs of sentences, the second sentence means more or less the same as the first.

I'm really really looking forward to meering your cousin. I'm dying to say hello to her.
(Note: always continuous tense form)

Nothing would persuade me to ride a motorbike. I wouldn’t be seen dead riding one.
(Note the -ing form when a verb follows)

1 left home because T wanted to be independent. I just wanted to do my own thing.

I'd do anything for a chance to meet the President. T'd give anything to shake his hand.
His comments were just not appropriate. They were not in keeping with the tone of things.
I would never ever consider a job like that. I wouldn't touch it with a barge pole.

[barge pole = a long pole used to push forward a barge, which is a canal boar)

Other useful related expressions

Customer: Have you got a copy of Advasnced English Grammar?

Bookseller: You're in luck. We have just one copy left. [said when you get something good
that you were not expecting]

It’s not worth my while buying a new car this month. They're always cheaper later in the

vear, [l will not benefit from doing it)

You need a dictionary? Take your pick. There are three different ones over there on the

bookshelf, [choose whichever you want|
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18.1

8.2

18.3

18.4

18.5

Exercises

Complete each of these idioms.

1 1wouldn't be . working in a hamburger restaurant.
All my friends would laugh at me. l ]ust muldn t do it.

2 1 feel dury . . to go home and see my parents at least once a month.

3 I've had cnuu;_.,h cnffee thanks. but another one of those lovely cakes wouldn't go

4 1 think that CD player he’s trying to sell is stolen. If I were vou, 1 wouldn't
e i BB 0 i i S
5 [rs 1 Ly SO MY e LEYING the exam again, | failed the first
.time, and I'll pmhahlv fail agam

Complete the crossword.

(T Across
1 T want todo My 0w i s &

3 You'rein oo . 1 She’s just arrived.
4 If push comes to

= I
w

[ =R Down
4 2 Y don't want one in my head.

Now use the idioms from the crossword to rewrite these sentences.

1 You are very fortunate. We have just one room left for tonight.

2 If the siruarion really becomes bad cnough, we’ll just have to sell the apartment,

3 I'don’t want to go with a big group of people. [ want to be independent.

4 1 got a bill today for £700 for repairs to my car. I'm telling you, the last thing I need in
this world is a hill for £700 right at this moment.

Answer these questions.

1 Which idiom containing the word need means ‘if it is really necessary’ / if we are forced
to act’?

2 What is another way of saying ‘choose what you want from the available selection’?

3 What should you remember about the grammar of the idiom with die that means ‘wanr
very much’ / ‘really look forward to’?

4 What idiom is based on the verb keep, and means ‘suitable for’ / “in line with™?

Answer these questions for yourself.

1 Is there anyone that you would give anything to meer?
2 s there something that you're dying to do in the next few days?

Idioms are usually most common in informal texts — like the e-mails in A on the left-hand page. Try to
read as many informal English texts as you can, for example, letters to popular magazines from
readers, Internet chat and newsgroup texts, tabloid newspaper editorials, etc., and note any idioms
you find. If you would occasionally like to try out some of the idioms you have learnt in this book,
then informal e-mails are a good, natural context for using them.

FOLLOW
uP
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Probability and luck

Probability

¥k k Your v

You try something on the off-chance’ at work this
week and achieve success against all the odds?. At
home you must be careful not 1o take someone
close to you for granted as, if you do, it is o
foregone conclusion® that you will regret it sooner
rather than later. Others have seen changes in your

love life coming a mile off® and it is touch-and-

' because you hope vou will do or find
something or someone even if vou de not
think success is very likely

2 despite a lot of problems making it unlikely
that you will succeed

! vou don't show you're grateful to someone
because they are with you so often

4 the result is obvious to everyone even before
it happens

% have seen that something, usually somerthing
bad, is likely to happen (a mile off adds

Luck

go® whether your current relationship will survive
this week. No prizes for guessing” who is to blame
for the problems. However, you may still be able w
get back together. Do not listen to others when they
suy that the cards are stacked against® you. [Lis
always worth chancing your arm®, Whether you
succeed or not is in the lap of the gods'®.

e ke i v e e e e e ke e e e e gk e e e e ok e e de ok

emphasis and is not always included in the
expression)

not certain (often followed b_\' whether)

it is very casy to guess (usually followed by
a question word)

you are not likely to succeed because there
are so many obstacles in your way

taking a risk to achieve whar you want
(informal)

nor something that you can control yourself

- e

m

]

=1

possible stimulus you say

you mean

| got away with missing afterncon
school last Friday, so I'm going to
try taking all of Friday off next
week.

Don’t push your luck!

Don't try too hard to get what you
want and risk losing what you
have achieved.

Would you like to choose which
hatel room you want?

‘We'll take pot luck.

We'll take whatever is available
without knowing if it will be
good or not.

Do you always ger a good horse at
the riding stables you go to!

It's the luck of the draw.
(draw = competition
where winners are

chosen at random)

Ir's a marter of chance and you
have no control over it

You're playing against the best player
in the competition!

Just my luck!

You say this, usually humarously, to
mean that you are always
unlucky.

Did you manage to persuade Jane to
come on holiday with you?

Mo such luck!

You are disappointed you weren't
able to do what you would have
liked to do.

| dreamt that Elton john invited me
to one of his parties last night!

You should be so lucky!

What someone wants to happen is
unlikely to happen.

46  English Idioms in Use




Exercises

191 Comment on each of these scnrences, How likely o undikely s it that the action rcferred 1o
will happern?

Against ali the odds Jack is attenpling to dimb ihe monstain without oxvgen.

Wil Muly gel the jon she wan <2 105 ie 1Fe lap of the gods.

N prives (o goessive which rols Tom®s 2ot in the plew

The cardls are stzcked apaiost her complesing e eourse.

Te's # “urepane corchasion rac Berk wi'l come rop i the exam.

Tohin' s rouch and-go whether Rob wli pass his ¢ revimg tose.

Let's oy o the ]ihr;zr) on rhe aff chanee that Ihry’“ heve the book we neel.
L Green wild e bis el it Caliner rechoffle v can e cormu oo mile off.

IR R R PP N,

19.2  M™asch each 1esponse from the box with a statement.

Cor'® pass your fuck! Il mke pot luck. 175 the huck of the draw. Justmy luck!
Mo such hick! Yous shoul be o bicky!

1 A:; Did vou wir anyiking in the luttary?
B: . e e
2 A r hike has & flat e-e, Pmocieaid
3 A: We can't chivcse which teamm we play against first in the rournament.
4 Ar I've been gerong the hest sales results of anyorc on tac tram, I'm going 10 ask che boss
for mRIE pay.
B: . e ey o ra e o e bt B e AT b ot b o b ey s
¥ A You'r: weleorme to come for dinnes, bue T don't know what we're having,
B: Don't worry. ... e o e e - -
& A; Teel sure Dad’s going to pive me a cas fr

19.3  Correct the mistakes in these idioms.

1 Lhzy've been married for 5o lorg chat they taks cach cther as graneed.

2 Nogve dore all we can. MNow the sialts ol the elzenion are 1e thi 1ap of gods.

3 Alex is cnancing the arm a bir only applving to ore universicy.

4 o prizes tor guess who got the 100 in the end!

5 The cards were szacked on Dart being cble to persuade him, .

& Tt was toush-0r-20 wao would win the wanch.

7 We could all see Jan’ collajize come.

8 Let’s go cown to the theuue off e vo-chance thar we i ger seme tickess that have been
retuzned,

[9.4 Choose six expressions that vou would pacticulacly 1ike to leasn — three from A and three
from B on the left-hand page. Write sentences using the idimns i relatinn to o situanian that
is significant to yon personally.
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Social status

E—
m Social status and how people see it

example

meaning

He’s very nice and friendly, but his brother is very
toffee-nosed.

thinks he is of a high social class and looks down
on people of lower class (negative)

Don't try putting on { giving yourself airs and
graces. Remember, | know that you come from
a very ordinary family.

acting as if you were someone of a higher social
class than you really are

Everyone was shocked to hear he was invalved in
crime, He was such a pillar of society.

a solid, respectable and respected member of
sociery

Her new boyfriends a bit of a rough diamond,
but he's very nice really.

a person whao seems impolite / of low education at
firse, but wha is usually of good character

She's always giving money to down-and-outs and
anyone who begs in the street

people who have no home, ne money and no job,
wha live on the streets

We can't really afford new furniture, but we have
to keep up appearances, so we'll buy some.

continue to live at the same social standard we
have lived at, even though we have money problems

I B Social status and joblcareer

These clips from a magazine with stories abour people in the news contain idioms that refer

to success or status in their careers.

He was a high-flyer' in the world of
computers in the 1990s, and went on o

He first made a name for himself? !
| in the world of classical music, then |

Kenneth Briggs is definitely on his way up?
in the financial world. He has just joined the

She is one of several up-and-coming* .
actresses who have appeared in the new f

The company needed new blood® and she
provided it. Within months, sales had gone

rose very quickly ro a successtul posirion
2 became well-known

rising to better and better positions

4 becoming more and more popular/famous
a new person from ourside the company

e

Other useful idioms connected with social status/situation

I prefer to keep a low profile at work. I'm not interested in promotion. [not draw atrention
to myself; be unnoticed|

Oh, you must come to the party! Anybody who is anybody will be there, [all the important
people]
Harriet always seems to be the odd one out. She never seems to fit in socially. [different from

everyone else] l

You can't call someone ‘unemployed’ any more. The politically correct name is ‘unwaged’. |
[acceprable and non-offensive way of talking about particular social groups; usually used ina |
maocking or negarive way about people who insist on using politically correct language| |
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20,0

20.2

20.3

20.4

Exercises

Correet the mistakes in these idioms.

1 lle is always he odd out one. If all his friencs do one spost, ke does 2 citferert one.

2 When he iest all his maney, 2e sill zried 1o keez appearances even though he could not
affore his Ifesevle.

3 Sciretimes i7's betrer 1o gove a low profile at work. In that way, nobody asks you 10 do
dilficult jobs.

4 She became o aame (o herszl? by Deinp the first worman to climi Moune Everest.

S5 Hed elways potting on ade and grace, b everyons xnows he's Just an orcinary person
with a very crifinary background,

Rewrite the underlined part of vach senience with an idiom.

1 Al the most important people wiil be at the coacert on Friday, so don’t miss it

2 It's not socially aegeptanle o cefer to ‘underdeviloped” countries any more. [t you don’
wasit to offend people, vou shou]d sy ‘devclupmg natlors .

3 He wus voied ‘Best actor yhc ;

4 They employed a lot of youag pr(rp'le as ihey felr r]'le needed rew pgp:le with Fresh idess.

5 Alorof the pronle whin live iv those huge houses aear the beach think they'rs 2 bester
nilC |a| le\\ I‘l‘lan U|} vl § _f".]')]t? J':T”.l Il"}k [il_l“'[‘. 1M1 ‘.lll 1.

& My bogy pives the inpression of being rather tude and wwebicared, Ini he's a very aice

guy in facr.

She was a very respertable member of society, but then it cozved our she way pnvelved i

the illega. drug trade.

In your own words, say whal it mcans if

1 ... you're on your way op ib your profession.
2 .. somieone is 0own and ot

3 .. snnecne is o hiph-flyer in the computer indusery.
4 somenne s talleesosad,
W

Mhich whoms do diese perures make you think of?

ey

Eevede impowr Vacahukary noichenk of in ether units in this boch whars there are o picures wnd gue
haw many idioms you could draw g picture of, Draw simple pictares that might help you to
remember thres [dioms.
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EmETy
- A Feeling good, feeling bad

Feelings

good/positive feelings

badinegative feelings

example

meaning

example

meaning

| am/feel on top of the
world today. 've just
passed all my exams.

very happy indeed

I've been (feeling) a bit
down in the dumps
lately,

depressed / in low
Spirits

She was thrilled to
bits when | told her
she had been picked
for the team.

very happy and excited

She's been/felt on edge
all day.

nervous, agitated,
anxious

Jo was very cool, calm
and collected just
before the job
interview.

relaxed, prepared, in
COI'KI'OI. not Nervous

| just don't know what
to do about the
problem. I'm at the
end of my tether®.

am so tired or annoyed,
| just can't deal with
the situation any

more

When | saw how happy
Maney was with the
present we gave her, it
made my day.

made me feel very
happy/satisfied

I've had my fill of
exams. | hope | never
do another cne for
the rest of my life.

had enough (often in a
negative sense)

| jumped for joy when
they told me | didn't
have to do the

English test,

felt very glad/happy
about something,
often a reaction to
good news

I'm sick and tired of
studying, | just want
to get a job and earn
money.

have had enough
(always negative,
much stronger than
have your filf)

* A tether is a rope used to limit an animal’s movements and where it can feed. If the animal reaches
the end of its tether, it can’t find any more grass to eat, so becomes hungry and unhappy.

More reactions to events

In this letter to the Problems page of a magazine, the context should give you a good idea of

the meaning of the idioms in bold.

ear Paula, I'm 22 and work In an office In
London. I have been going out with & boy for the
last six months, but lately it has all gone wrong.
When I first saw him, he fust took my breath away - [
could hardly speak, he was so attractive and Intelligent.
We started going out, and after & while he said he loved
me. I think this gave me a false sense of security, and I
never thought anything bad could happen. But then
gomeone told me he was dating a good friend of mine.

to put myself. [ asked him about It, but he didn’t take
kindly to the idea that T was suspleious of him. He got
a bit angry, and told me that that side of his Ufe had
nothing to do with me. ] have mixed feelings about this
news, sometimes 1 feel positive, sometimes very down,
and I don't know which way to turn. What should I do?
Should 1 finish with him, or should 1 aceept his right to
have other dates apart from me? [ still love him.

Yourg,

The news was so terrible [ just didn't know what had Diaua Hoe
hit me, and [ was 80 embarrassed I didn't know where
e e e e e et . el e e B

Tables like the one in A can help you organise your vocabulary learning better. Wherever you can, make
tables in your Vocabulary notebook. Use separate columns for positive and negative expressions, or for

formal and informal ones.
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21,1

21.2

21.3

21.4

Exercises

Complete each ol these idiems with a preposilivn,
1 [ve had ey fill |
Z Shejumoed . .
3 [aae Las bzen

... meezings. | hone we never have anataer. They're so boring,
oy when they tcle hes she 7ad won a trip to Pans.
_ the dumps since ker boyf-iend weat awav.

O

4 He was thrilled o when l to.d hin Sara was comung to stay.
3 Teonldi®n foce all e proolems any more. 1 was e e e oo the end of miy tethen
f Tue hecn ez larely, Bor - don™t sedly ko why Soory 7 T soned ipeiien

Answer thew (uestums,

1 Mame something you are =ick and tired ok

2 Wher was the last Eme you fe't on tap of tae world? Why?

3 Is there anv place you aave visied which is so bezutifal it took youor breath sway?

4 Twowhint <inds ol sitnaions do you feel on edge?

3 Have vou over Iern i s sitnation where you il e ko whene o put vaoesel 13 W
wins 117

Took at these extraces from letters to the prn|_ﬂx:n| g ol [Il'rlgﬂ'f.illl.'- Cumllhtlr. 1 YOur Wi
wurdy the sentence below each ane.

1 B o N . P,
I'd always been cool, calr and

S]P Lold me £ was loaving me I . .
{05 now il lad B me, [iusb | , Collected In my job, bu: suddenly

w’hr‘ll ‘\I'Il" h)] I ™mé, T . T I'IFl{l :JIWI[}’.‘" l.‘{'.'l‘.'ll e e s e e

bl a P

Please help me. | don’t know - Tm wr]an lo ¥ou bu:ause Im at y
_ which way to turn, Woulé it %¢ .the ené of my tether Rtttl‘lﬂ}f.

I'm writing bezausc ..

1 nzed help, I

Complcte cach of these idioms, Use the kevword in bracksts..

1 Mereting her there when 1 wasn't expeering 10 see FET o oo o e e (LAY

2 U'm net sure whetker 1 wanr the job or noe. Lo MK ELY

3 The good news made e . 0T

4 [ got a chanc: o go to (:mddq for awer k [ wis . CABITS)

§ He deesrt like people using his computet, $0 he won't v e
thz idea of sl"armg ane. 'KI\]DLY)

G lf vou're feeling . i e et et s e ey WY G0 ¥OU coiME out with us

tonight? [DUMPSI
7 I've

— e o [0 IDTErVEEWS = 1IN ‘ust bwo wesks! [ never
want anotaer one. (FT1T,

Watzn an Fglish-language ralkeshaw an TV where peonle mlk shaus their persanal oroblems.
Mote any wselal jdizins, «lieck teir ineaning, then think how they oigit reiate to you personaliy.
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E A

Human relationships

Good relationships

idiom

meaning

example

be in someone’s good books

that person is pleased with you —
possibly only temporarily

I'm in the teacher’s good books —
| helped her tidy the classroom.

get on like a house on fire

get on extremely well with
someone

Fartunately, we got on like a

heuse on fire from the start.

keep/get/belstay in touch
with someone

keeplgev/pefstay in contact with
somecne

‘We must alt keep in touch after
Qur course is over.

make it up to someone

do something good for someone
you have done something bad
o in the past

take a shine to

I'm sorry | forgot your birthday.
| promise il make it up to you.

like someone immediately
{informal)

| could see from her smile that
she had taken a shine to him.

have a soft spot for

feel a lot of affection for one
particular person, often
without knowing why

Nick was a naughty little boy, but
| couldn't help having a soft
spot for him,

Difficult relationships

idiom

meaning

example

be at loggerheads (of two
people or groups)

disagree strongly with each other

The council and local residents
are at loggerheads over the plans
for a new car park.

be (talking) at cross-
purposes {of two people or
groups)

not understand each other
because they are trying to do
or say different things

We're talking at cross-purposes.
| was referring to my brother and
you're talking about my father.

have it in for someone

be determined to criticise or
harm someone

| can't understand why he has it
in for me — I've never done
anything to harm him.

have it out with someone

talk to someone about something
they have done in order to salve
the problem

| can't take Ben's selfishness any
longer — I'm going to have it
out with him this evening.

rub someone up the wrong
way

irritate someone

She seems to always rub her boss
up the wrong way.

two-time someone

have a romantic or sexual
relationship with two people
at the same time

She refused to believe he was
two-timing her until she saw
him with another girl.

keep someone/something
at bay

prevent someone/something from
coming near or harming you

So far this year, I've managed to
keep the flu at bay.

keep yourself to yourself

prefer to be on your own and
avoid talking with or doing
things with other people

Judy seems nice. But she keeps
herself to herself, so | don't
know much about her.
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21.1

22.2

22.3

1.4

Exercises

Which of the neighbours referred o docs the speaker have a good relationship with and
which does he have a bad relationship with? e

— O — RN -

I ger on wzl with soms of my neighbours bur not with others. | gee on like a heuse on fire
with Anna wha lives next door, but Tk on the other side 2as it in for mz for some reason
Fin abwiys o) ¢-oss-purposes with Janc from over the read, but I'm ir her usband Pat’s
wood books. U ased to be at loggerheacs witk the Browns, bur we had it oct 2od now things
ave OK. I prefer to keep the dog from number 22 at bay znd i owner, Jack, and [ always
1 seen tw rub wach other up the wrong way, However, I've got a soft spat for his son, Jimme.

Correct the mistakes in these idioms.

[ would immcdiately decp any bovlricnd thar tricd w0 vwo-times me.

Susie has raksn the shine to her new wacher,

Plzase stay inmo wocch with me ence you go bome.

Mita's boyfriend promiscd to make ap it o her for forgetting her birthdzs,
There’s sometaing abous bim that a’ways rubs me down the weong way.

We try to be friendly, put the Smith family preter 2o ceep them to themselves.

I you want to eave early, vou'd better try and szay in the bass’s good book.
Rina ren’lv seems to have it oot Zor me taday — 7 don’t know how T've apset im.

= R

Chivse the cotrect answer.

. Thke neighaour’s pet rat is supposcd to be zricndly, but I'd racher .. .
al not keep in touch with kim b} k=ep him at bav

2 Tke uainn and meragement have heen ... over since management proposcd ssinmg, new

conracts.

al at jopgerheads b} at cross-purposes

[ vou fee. so scrongly that he is wrong, wouldn® :t he hetrer to ... 2

al bave :rin for him bl aave it cut with kim

4 Her habi of Tinisning every sentence of mine teally ...

a) rubz e up the wrorg way bl makes it up co me

Wy den't you .. with my aunt when you zo to Mew York:

a) yet o ke & Duoese o1 fore bi zerir wouch

("]

o

Answer these guestions.

Whar might a young child du tu try to get in the tcacher’s gaod books?

It vou are it ctass-purposes with someone, are vou angry or confezed?
How might you try to make it up to a friend waese car you've scramched?

£l b e

wary du you like best?

ars lere any thices that people say <l venlly sub you up ke wrong way?

Wha: o ¥ think showld il:lppt’.n 1o sernennns who two-tives o hovliend or girlfrienc?
Lf vou kesp yourse o voursedf, are you lonely?

1f vou reke a shine 1 somenne or have a sofr spot Zoe them, is the feeling ozl

N s

=

eaplh dhams i Use

What e tnee different ways in which van can keep in souck with distant friends? Whick
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Size and position

Big and large

sl-

think big
m.ke [t.mg- -~ - be larger than life
make a big thing of ; — _rnaka__..; / P
. S — R \,
big deal! ; BIG —— LARGE /_,_,—/" I‘.m"f" |ars‘e/
Ekamp!e | meam'ng- :

She's a great singer. She'll make it big one day.

succeed; become famous

It's my birthday on Saturday, but | don't want to
make a big thing of it, so don't tell anyone,

make it a special occasion; have a big celebration

If you're going to invest your money, you should
think big. Put twenty thousand into oil shares.

have ambitious plans and ideas, and be keen to
achieve a lot

So! Yoeu won ten pounds on the lottery. Big deal!

said when something happens but you are not
impressedfexcited, even if others are

The characters in his films are always larger than
life.

much more exciting and interesting than average
people

The threat of an earthguake looms large in the
lives of the city’s inhabitants,

something which could happen and which is a huge
worry for people

Inch, mile and distance

Note: Although British people now use metric measurements, many expressions are still used
which include old measurements, An inch is 2.54 centimetres, a mile is 1.6 kilometres,

Mary: Is she willing to change her mind?

Tony: No, she refuses ro budge an inch.
[refuses to change her position
even a little bit]

Luke: Are you listening to me?

Anne: Sorry, [ was miles away!
[not concentrating, but thinking
about somerhing eclse]

Other related expressions

Tom: It's obvious Ruth really likes Jack.
Noel: Yes, you can see/spot that a mile off!
Or It sticks/stands out a mile.
[it’s very casy to see [ obvious|
Dave: It’s a very ugly hotel and the food’s awful.
Fran: Yes, it's a far cry from rhar lovely hotel we

stayed in last year.
[very different from)

Relarives are nice in small doses, bur can be very boring if they sray a long time. [you like

them only for short periods]

His new house cost a small fortune. [a huge amount of money|

You can buy sunglasses in all shapes and sizes these days. [in a wide variery of rypes/sizes, etc.|

Joss is an unknown quantity, We'll have to be carcful with him. [we know verv little about him]

Networks can sometimes help you to visualise and remember a lot of information more easily than
memorising a list. Try making networks for groups of idioms from different units in this book.
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23.1

23.2

133

Exercises

Answer these questions.

1" In which idicm: docs gmeali mean bigrhuge? iclue: monecy)

2 In which idicr docs g really mean smallfinsignificant? {eluc: not impressed)

3 Whnich idiom means someone i¢ more exciting/ntercsting than the averags human being?
4 Whech :diom with &£ig means to become famous?

Use an idiom in each sentence to summarise the situation.

Mariz 15 0t lisr:-r_mg o what Bddiz 15 saving. Her rund is on something clsc.

Mariz 15 - R o mr a ara et

There are bzg cagirs anc smal_ Lh._xrs armchmrq gardcn cnairs and office chairs.

Chairg are sold in - P

Dur 0l scheol was dark aad dbp;tﬁo-ll‘g Our new school 1 l]ght and pleasanr

The new schoolis a v R [ .

Jerry look: at Jenny with a ropantic ook in |n=. Eyes, Hc a[wn's wirts tu sit next to hen
and abways want: to tatk abour her

Yo can see Bes 0 10ve. 10 oo e e e e e e
Ori He's 6 {eve, YO it SEERPOT IE o i e o s o i st st s s e 3

Complete each of these idionn..

She's 40 nzxt weeic, but ske doesn't want to ... . et omin e . She'd prete:
just to go out for a meal with her hushand racher thar ha\'e a qu p_ury w ith lots of people.
For a#ny person in a teraporary job, the possibility of uremaloyment

N o . yespecully in e time of econoric tecession.

“he unions are plcpnred to discuss the prabieus, bot the employers will aot
e e o TRey say taey have made cheir tinal offer, and

that’s that.

We have a new boss starting mextweek, Hes o hitof o e e
— acbody s met him or xuows mach whwont bim

1 lize Eaving friends to stay inomy flac bur only fina couple of days, L1 general, Mmiends
are ice v if dhey stay qoo long, they lways irnzate me.
W shoudil rh k . when we come 1 plan the pew
website. There’s no pmnt n havi- 1y one 5mg e, cull page: we should have lots of Links aad
vicen clins. and as many colour pictures as possible. and zound.

Uise a dictionary to check the meaning of these idioms and then write a sentence for each one.
the middle groond 1l middie of nowhere ke caugar i the mideke

d Wuil, I wanted a per, and _\\,
you're aways eelling me [ should
Link big when T onake decisions

for the future.
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Money

-_A People’s financial circumstances

idiom

meaning

example

be on the breadline

be very poor

Mare people in Britain are on the
breadline now than thirty years ago.

live in the lap of luxury

live an extremely comfortable
life, because you have a lot of
maoney

We live simply during the year, but enjoy
living in the lap of luxury in a nice hortel
for our summer holiday.

well off | well-to-do /
well-heeled

having plenty of money

Mast of the people living here are
clearly very well-to-do, but there are 2
few poorer families.

spend money like water

spend too much, often without
thinking about it

He spends money like water — | wonder
where he gets it all from.

tighten your belt

spend less than you did befare,

because you have less money

I'm afraid we'll have to tighten our belts
now there's another mouth to feed.

make a killing

earn a lot of money very easily

The new Internet companies have made
an instant killing.

be a money spinner

be a successful way of making
money

My dog-walking business was quite a
money spinner when | was at college.

Costs

We had to pay through the nose to ger our car repaired, bur ar least it’s working now.

[pay a lot of money|

If you say that something is a rip-off (informal), vou mean that it is not worth the money

that you paid for ir.

We had to spend a small fortune on getting everything we needed for our holiday. [a lot of
money. (You can also say that something cost a small fortune)|

Someone can also make a small fortune out of a business or they can lose a small fortune.

Idioms based on the money metaphor

Bill is & generous man who is happy to pick up the tabMill' for anything. He managed to rise to the
top of his profession in the police force, but it was at a considerable price’. His marriage suffered
as & result. This was largely because Wis dedication to his work put paid. to’ his wife's career as a
vurse as soon as their first child came along. Unfortunately, Bill 15 paying the price for* his
ambitiousness now as his wife has left him and taken their son,

! pay for something, often svmething that is not your responsibility (informal)
? by sacrificing a lot or by doing something unpleasant in order to gert it

? stopped someone from doing something that they were planning to do

1 experiencing the unpleasant consequences of

o Help yourself to remember idioms by making a picture of their literal meaning in your mind {or on a
R4 piece of paper if you like drawing) as you learn them.To help you remember wel-heeled, for instance,
you might imagine or draw a pair of smart high-heeled shoes.
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24.1

24,2

24.3

24.4

Exercises

Put these expressions describing how much money someone has on a scale from poor an the

“lefr wo rich on the right.

Iving In the fap of luxury  on the breadline  well-to-do  well-heeled

Which person il each paic of speakers is probably more satisfisd:
1 Anne Our new brsiness vearure weans we're going o have to tighten our belts,
Bobr We're mekimg a killing with cur new husiness venrure.

2 Colin:  Our new cer cost 2 sma.l forune.
Daisy:  Our new car wasg a =ip-off.

3 Ed: My daughter spends money like water,
Fred; My dauaghrer's quits well off.

4 Gill:  This business venwure has put paid tc our hopes of success.
flarey: This business venture hies brought success, but at a considerable price.

Complete cach of these idioms with one woed.

1 €GN 33 v e oo o e A KSR N 22T Row job,

2 | was put in the pesition where [ had no choice but ta

3 We spent & weekeand at the hotel living ia tae

4 Qur neigh>ours spent & small .. .cn thclr néw COmservatoTy.

3 The first book Marvin wrcte o ned out o be more efa ..o e SPIATET Ehan
anything be has wosten since Uwen.

& Ac Zalc has lost kis job, we're going to have 1o ... ... cour helts for a while.

7 Wehad o pay through the . L. e tickers fm the crtch,

G TEvou don’) study now, vl thie price larer conin e year

9 Anuther expression that means spead musey ke . s o o 15 spened money Ike

1FJ§’?’F' TS VR 4] WYHITTARS,
10 He started brs own dusiaess afeec o o eoc o d small formane on the sreclk
evchange azul deciding thae he should puc s uck = 0 <f00d use.

Which idioms do rhese pictores make you think of?
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= A

Work

One man’s career

WWhen Simon started work, he was ab the very bobtom of the career ladder'. He had quite a
dead-end. job? doing run-of—the-mill® tasks. He stayed there for o couple of years, but then
decided. he had to geb out of a rut!. He pulled out all the stops® and managed to persuade his
mandger that he should be given more responsibility. The deputy manager gob the sack® for
incompetence and. Simon stepped into his shoes’. For several months he was rushed off his feet®
and he had his work cub out’ to keep on top of things. But e was scon recognised as an up-
and-coming'® young businessmon and. he wos headhunted!! by o rival compary for one of their top
jobs. Simon had. climbed. to the top of the career ladder'?.

in a low position in a work ® was dismissed from his job (also be
organisation or hierarchy given the sack)
2 job without a good furure rook over his job

-~

* boring, routine # very busy
* escape from a menotonous, ? had something very difficult to do Thish

boring situation (see picture '® hecoming more and more successful e i |

of horse) " invited ro join a new workplace gg;"-_i\ L= 1o O{
* made a great effort to do which had noriced his ralents oam

something well (see picture " pot to a top position in a work 854 e

of organ; stops increase the organisation or hicrarchy olr

sound of an organ) {0 N g

& These are called stops.
Being busy

To be rushed off your feet is just one way of saying that you are very busy at work, Here are
some other idioms which give the same idea.

Yes, I'm snowed
under.

Are you very busy at
work at the moment?

Yes, I've certainly
got my hands full.

Yes, I'm up to my
eyes/ears in work. Yes, I'm on the go

all the time.

Other idioms connected with work
Plans for building the extension have been put on hold until our finances are in a berrer state.
|left unril a later darte (usually used in the passive]]

The plans look great on paper, but you never know quite how things will turn out, of course.
[when you read abour it, but might not turn our to be soj

A lot of preparation has gone on behind the scenes for the opening ceremony for the
Olympics. [in secrer, often when something else is happening publicly]

Please don’t talk shop. It’s too boring for the rest of us. [talk abour work when you are not
at work]
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Exercises

125.1 Complere each of these idinms with one word.

1 The job logks gond on .. , but the -cality is quite diterent.

all che thmet
Chuated Lo her aew job,

T wish you wonldn' alk
Rusie was wery imilled e be

Z 7d hats zo work i a run-of- ieb.

3 Mary has bezn up 20 cves in \\.ml\ all cay.

4 When John retires, kis soa will .. e veer e 11D s slioes,
5 My cousins an cp-and-. e

g ITmustiry o getoutof o . Ll wiTR.

7 Dve keen on the O, all day.

g Wiy did Kirstys bms. aive hur he ¥

9

1]

25.2 Which idioms do these picoures make vou chink of?

FrA vl oo Fxd
r £ ,.1”-1’

25.3  Mucch each idioss un the left with its defininon on the right.

1 behind the scenes very busy

2 dead-end I dismissed

3 get the sack maxe an effort

4 O_’]’ L}lL’. rHC(\r[] [‘.Tf_‘]“i.‘iil'g

5 o hold hidden

& poll out all the stops nnofficially

7 rushed off you- feet delayed

3 up-and-coming without prospects

154  Complote cach of these idioms.

Wie bad o diffiouls day ab serk taday. we were afl (71 FRP Y1 1Yol 1. 3 T )
arf. Mawing some mpoebarn vizibers wext week and Hﬂ.mgwcnt hnd demifd ba pul. ouk al. the
. [ IR . iropress thz . We are goirg to hase osr work 3]
Db 20 get everything dene n G, Lang-term tasks dave zzen pub on {4 L.
thad everybaing is reddy for s wisitors, Angimz who ohjects has been Lod thad taey Wil

EL

D= - bhe sk and everpore who ands £ |5 R tae coveer
lacldar ik, howe. tdm’ (r'.' et voss o omrmemen o+ Tl UTEL Be WERR LS Cyer, 'h, N Lh.ls rctded be
hortifted, if they kmew wm P oy o (8] s e B S |

25.5  Write senrences using six of the idioms from the left-hand page about your ewn work at
prasent and your hopes and plans for work in the futuce.
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” Speed, distance and intensity

E——
-E'A " Speed

f idiom meaning

example

bylin leaps and bounds very quickly

Club membership has grown by
leaps and bounds this year.

get a move on hurry (often used as an order)

Get a move on! You'll be late for
school.

be on the run try to avoid being caught

(especially by the police)

The bank robbers are still on the
run ten years after the crime.

fast and furious full of speed and excitement

The car chase at the end of the
film was fast and furious.

step by step
(step-by-step when used
as an adjective before a noun)

slowly; gradually

drag your feet/heels deal with semething slowly because

you don't really want to do it

Changes need to be introduced
step by step, not all at once.

We mustn't drag our heels over
implementing the new legislation.

Distance and intensity

idiom [ meaning

example

the word spread the news went from one person to

| told only Joy about it, but the

the next word quickly spread and soon
everyone seemed [0 know.
keep track continue to know what is happening The school likes to keep track of
to someaone or something its former pupils.
get off to a flying start start well The evening got off to a flying

STart as everyone was very
impressed by the restaurant.

on the spot
{on-the-spot when used as
an adjective before a noun)

immediately or in the place where
something 15 happening or has just
happened

The police can impose on-the-
spot fines on people found drunk
in the street.

all over the place in or o many places

| locked for you all over the place.

happening in a lot of places or to

left, right and centre
a lot of people

People have been coming down
with flu left, right and centre,

reach / be at fever pitch | (used of emotions) to get 50 strong

that people can't control them

By the end of the match, fee'lings
had reached fever pitch,

be in full swing to have been happening for a

long time and there is a lot of activity

The party was in full swing by the
time we arrived.

get/go beyond a joke belbecome extremely serious

and worrying

The children’s behaviour has gone
beyond a joke this time.
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16.1

26.2

6.3

26.4

Exercises

Puc the idioms in the box e tea groups: those focusing oo e and those focusing on
place. You can use ane idinm Foc both.

all aver the place by raps and bounds drag your feer fazt and furious BCL A THOWE ©F
leT. righe ant cenura @ Uie spot step by step the word sp-vad

Match the beginning of cach senrence witk its ending.

1 Juan is making progiess by ajoke.

2 Exciiement is at step.

3 Wl nirutes the Jive Irigade was on the run.

4 T'II: .‘,H-I'I:'ddl}ll ]II'.hu hineg I_‘t'ynnd |I'|\'.' ')]r'l(:f.

3 Tae koliday it off o faver pizea.

€ i lnoked for you all over the spor.

7 1he film j= abour two men on a flying starr.

4 I'l take you chrouga it seep by lzaps ard bounds,

Choose the correct answer,

l Gl'illlll]“-'! 5 L'fCl'J\‘('::'i['IE_ P

ab lelr, righr o cenere I} siep by srep ¢i all aver rhe place
2 My lirst day s schoo] L
a} was ar “ever pitch by kepr wack ¢} got off o a fiying swart
3 Whyarcyon .. f
a) dezgging your heels b} gotting a wmove cn ¢} going bevond a jok:
4 When [azzived ar Jane’s house, preparations “or the pzroy weee . .
a) in full swing b getting a muve on ob drapping their Tee's
T The foorha'l mazea was ...
a) fzst and farinas bi ©n the spor 7} -0 lzaps and bounds

Sinswer chese quesuons.

1 Would yaa Le lenssd i vaue Tupli
aned hennds?

steneae: snd yow were nwking progres oy lzaps

2 Would you be plemsed if yon were rolil that yonr beleven- an waork had gone beyend o
juied

3 Whar won'd vou be expected re doof vou were told o ger a niuve on?

4 st athletes whao spend ife on the run?

5 o vou drag vour reet whin vou are ill?

& VWhar kind of films tend to ke Zast and hurious?

7 Weould you be pleased if a party of vours got oft o a tlvicg start?

£ Whaat can you do ta kelp sourself keep track of all vour appointmerts and ather
commitments?

O If things are all over the place in a room, what does the room look lize?

10 If feclings reack Zever potch, aow are people probably feeling?

Fogish (s i Lise

&1



Communication |: commenting on
m— |anguage
‘ A Commenting on things people say

In these remarks, the speaker uses an idiom to repeat or sum up the underlined part of what
hefshe has just said.

1 didn't say it seriously or even
think about it. It was just an

off-the-cuff remark.

I knew everything Bella
said was completely untrue.
It was all a pack of lies.

1 find it very hard to believe
he was just hugging her because
he thaught she was feeling <ad.
That’s a likely story!

I'm sorry. 1 said ‘Teeland’,
br 1 roeant *lreland’. It was

just a slip of the tongue.

We didn't talk abour any serious
topics, you know, just the weather,
holidays, that sort of thing. It was
just small talk really.

He just said twa completely
opposite things. He said he wanted to
marry me and live with me, and in the
same breath he said he wanted to go

3 ; They asked me to make
off travelling on his own,

a speech, bur 1 was so
overwhelmed by the presents
they gave me | couldn’t think
of anything to say. 1 was

completely lost for words.

I couldn't understand what
he was trying to tell me. [ just

didn't know what he was on
about. (very informal)

I have a feeling inside

me thar whar she said was

alie. It just didn't
ring true.

Commenting on the words you are using

You ask if I think we should help him. In a word, no. [said when you are abour to give your
opinion in a short, direct way]

I think he’s behaved very stupidly. He's an idiot, for want of a better word. [nor quite the exact
or best word, but good cnough for the situation|

1 was, to coin a phrase, as sick as a parrot. [said when yvou use a phrase thar sounds a bir silly]

Joking and being serious

Jjoking meaning serious meaning
People are always taking the laughing at him, | Hiccups are funny when other | not something to
mick/mickey out of him. by copying people have them, but theyre | laugh at, quite
funny things he | no laughing matter when serious
does or says you get them yourself.
We shouldn't make Yight of her | treatas a joke | have 1o do the work of three | used abour serious
traubles; she's very upset. something that | people. It’s no joke, or difficult
is serious situations
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27.1

27.2

27.3

27.4

Exercises

Answer these questions.

1 If someone says ‘Swedish’ insread of ‘Swiss’ then quickly corrects themselves, whar can we
call this?

2 If someone makes people laugh by copving the way someone else talks, what are they
doing to that person?

3 1f someone can’t find words to express their feelings, what are they?

4 If two people talk about the weather, or abour hair styles, just to pass the time, what kind
of a conversation is it?

5 If someone tells stories or relates a series of events which are all deliberately untrue, what
can we call it?

Use the idioms from exercise 27.1 to rewrite these sentences.

1 Tdidn't know whattosay. [ ... i
2 Not one word of his story was true. Tt
3 I didn’t mean to say it; it

4 [ didn't mean to offend her. [ was just ...

5 It wasn't @ very Serious COMVErSATIOT, JUSE ..o+

Rewrite each sentence with an idiom that means the opposite of the underlined words. Make
any other changes necessary.

I She’s had a big personal problemn. We should have a good laugh at it

2 He told me he had studied maths at Harvard, and it soun if he was telling the eruth.

3 She said she was a princess who had lost all her money and position in a revolution,
Thart’s a story anyone can beljgve!

4 She has o get up at 5 a.m. and drive 50 miles to work every day. It’s great fun,

5 Tsaid I thought she should get herself a boyfriend. Tt was a carefully prepared remark.

Complete the crossword.

| 1 - Across
3 Do I wanr ro be a millionaire?
2 3 R S
141 5 OSORRPUP s . o 0

4 You can do this to a phrase.
5 = 5 I don’t know what you're on

Down

1 She said it in the same

2 Stop taking the 1
3 FOr i 0F 3 better word.
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Communication 2: getting the
message across

- A Ways of expressing yourself

example meaning

The message from doctors and researchers has clearly and very definitely

come through loud and clear: smaoking harms

your health.

You mustn't be afraid to speak your mind; it's state your opinion very clearly and openly

important that everyone hears your views.

She told me the bad news in a very matter-of-fact | without any feeling or emotion
way.

' B Problems with communication

In these conversations, the second person repeats or sums up what the first person says using
an idiom.

Brian: 1told Henry a dozen times not to use that computer, but he still keeps asking if he
can.
Liz: Yes, he just won't take no for an answer.

Anna: Jim just never stops! You try to tell him something and he goes on talking while
you're talking.
Olivia: 1 know, it’s impossible to get a word in edgeways.

Rita: 1 was trying to tell Liam that I know who stole the key, but he just kept ralking
about how expensive new locks are, which is a different question altogether.
Steve: Iknow. It’s completely beside the point.

Gina: [ think Carol completely misunderstood the main thing we were trying to say.
Gail:  Yes, she completely missed the point.

- € Other useful idioms connected with communication

Don’t ask Ken to relax. He doesn’t know the meaning of the word. [it is pointless to talk to
him about relaxing; it’s not in his character to do so]

She repeated what the docror said word for word. [the exact words the docror had used]

If I were you, I'd read the small/fine print before you use your new credit card. [the rules,
restrictions and conditions, which are often written in very small letters]

To ask me to look after her three children for a week is rather a tall order, don’t you think?
|a task, request or favour which is not reasonable / too big to ask someone to do]

Whether she is cleverer than her brother is a matter of opinion. [something different people
will have different opinions about — it usually means you don’t agree with the idea]

There’s a question mark (hanging) over the future of the tennis club. [nobody knows if it will
continue to exist or not|

English is a lingua franca in a lot of countries nowadays. | linuwa Truenka a language used
for day-to-day public communication, which is not the speakers’ own language|
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8.1

28.1

3.3

28.4

Exercises

Match each idiom en the left with the situation in which it could bic used on the right.

1 gera word in cdgeways She xeeps on asking. cven shough we said no,

2 misgs the point Ske told me exactly what her Ericnd said,

2 speak your mind It's impassible ro inrerrups bey, she salks non-stop.
4 won't take no for an arswer she dida's rzally undzrstand what [ waneed to say.
I iecpratl wore of worc Hz dvesn’t hide his personal opinions at a.l.

Usc the idioms from exercise 23.1 to rewrite these schrences,

1 Hilary will never -nst aceepe a reusa:.

2 Juss always stales kis cpnions guirz apenly,

3 Saliv never seems to understind what we're trying to say 1o her
the rold as cverything the reacher said to her in cvery derail.
Ltried ro rell her, but it was impossible to interzupt her

[P N

Answer these questtons.

1 Tae-e®s a guesticn ruark hanging, over the whole wildli‘e area project.
tﬂ o owil V.'ﬁ_ll"i._ \-\'I'F” b ‘.'Jll'f [?r\'_‘l:ﬂ'.‘.ll'l.:

20w ver goned ssking ker <o help. She dnesn’t know the mearing of the word,
Troes she usually help people? Explain.

3 M vou rrad the small pring, you'l! sce you can't gor your mency back,
Where co we usually fnd seeall prine? Whar is another way of saying this idiom?

4 Tom: Mirandas a brifliant mus:ciar.

Suc: That's a matter of opinion.

Poes Sue think Miranda's a brilkant musicizan? Explain.

Frghsais a ltngoa franca in several Asian councrics.

[s Englizh the efficial language w0 these connrrics? Explain.

Ln

Complcte cach of these idioms,

1 The provernment’s moessape to o le voners s . .. ... ... and clearswane
for us and we'll renfece raxes.
2 I rhink gt~ rathera .. ... e oy ask sTUCERES G weTite 3 300 wond

cnposiion in one hout it would take ar least two hours,

3 That has nozhing to do wita what we arc ta’king about; t's compictely
s e e i s e e e SR the point.

4 Hronas a very e e bt . way ot ze.ling you things: ne emeoton oz
feclings wharsoover

Try ce callect more idioms connected with sasaking, writing and communlcattg in general. | ook vp
keyworas connected with these topics ina gooc general dictionary or in 20 idiom dictionary and s€e
what idioms you find, for example. words like taik, speak, hear, word, etz
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-
-- A Proverbs

' Life and experience: proverbs

A proverb is a short statement usually known by many people. It states something that is
common experience or gives advice. Here are some examples.

you say

you mean

Absence makes the heart grow fonder.

Being apart from someone you love makes you love them more,

Actions speak louder than words.

What people do is more important than what they say.

over spilt milk.

There's no point / It's no good crying

There's no paint in getting upset over something bad that's
happened when you can't change it.

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

It is not a good idea to pur all your efforts or all your money
into one project as, if it fails, you may lose everything,

Many hands make light work.

A job is done quickly and easily if plenty of people help.

Blood is thicker than water.

Family relationships are stronger than any other relationships.

- B Half proverbs

There are a number of proverbs, which we often use only half of. The endings are so familiar
that it isn't necessary to say them. Here are some examples.

you say

ending of proverb

you mean

Too many cooks

spoil the broth.

If too many people work on something, they
will spoil it.

People who live in
glass houses

shouldn't throw stones.

People shouldn't criticise other people for
faults thar they have themselves.

it's the last straw

that breaks the camel’s back.

Something s the fast in a series of unpleasant
events, and which finally makes you feel that the
situation cannot continue.

While the cat's away,

the mice will play.

When the person in authority is not there,
other people will not do what they should do.

Take care of the
pennies/pence

and the pounds will take
care of themselves.

If you don't waste small sums of money, you'll
end up with plenty of maney.

Birds of a feather

flock together.

People who have similar characters or interests
will often choose to spend time together.

A bird in the hand

is worth two in the bush.

It's better to keep what you have rather than to
risk losing it by trying to get more.

The grass is always
greener

on the other side of the
fence.

Other people always seem to be in a better
situation than you.

All work and no play

makes Jack a dull boy.

Someone who spends all their time working
becomes a baring person.
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29.1

29.2

29.3

294

Exercises

Which proverbs do these picures make vou think of?

Car you (ind a proverh on the Teli-liand page (han contradicts each of these proverbs?

1 Tao many cooks spoil the broth. 3 Out of sight, our of mind.
2 Oppos:tes atract,

Write the firct bits of these proverbs — the bits that we vsually nse.

.. and the pounds will take caze of thamsclves.
... 0n tag other side of the rence.

makes Jack a cull Foy,

shouldn't throw stones,

- 18 worth twe in the bush.

. flock together

the mice will play.

.. thaz breaks the camel's back.

L B R

What proverbs could you use in these situations?

1 Yeur brother's giclfriend i3 going abroad tor six months. He is atraid that she will lose
irrcrest in him while she’s away. You could say: ‘Don'c wozry.

2 A f--erd thmks that ae wﬂl not get a wb hea,aus: th° Boss’s nemew 1§ interestec in the

zame poeeliton. You agree: *
3 Thrze frierds offer to help you wild a new

4 {';;.u; & dis

ansiny bwra frizads: Bob wle

I af prioic, presnine, aed Remewiu wuys liale,

bui is alwevs very willing 1o help Yo coold say: *Tprefer Beon ol s

H

5 A fend of yrues is very upwr rh'1r hz has scratched his new car You coold say: ‘Don
make such a Tess.

& Your brocher is rhmkmg, ehout reslgn ng from i not \'cr)f wcll pald ]ob i ordcr to spend

time look: ng tor someth:ng betrer. You taink he would be better to hnd a ncw joo Best.
You say: v e e e Sy R R R SR BB b 1 e e et e ey
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3 Memory

- A Idioms based on the word memory

[ idiom meaning example
commit something make yourself remamber He never writes phone numbers dawn
to memory something

take a strollitrip down
down memory lane

jog someone's
memory

remember some of the happy
things you did in the past

make you remember something

— he just commits them to memery.
They went back to the place where
they'd spent their honeymoeon and
tock a strell down memory lane.

The police are reconstructing the
crime to try to jog the memory of
possible witnesses.

infwithin living
memory

can be remembered by people
still alive

Streets lit by gas lamps are still within
living memory.

I B 1dioms containing

the word mind

] idiom

meaning

example

comelspring to mind

immediately think of something

slip your mind

forger about something

bearikeep something
in mind

remember infarmation when making
a decisien or thinking sbout a martter

I'd [ike to get him a special birchday
present, but nothing springs to mind.

| was going to ring her to wish her
happy birthday, but it slipped my mind.

Bearing in mind that it was your first
attempr, | think you did very well.

your mind goes blank

you can't think of anything to say

When | locked at the exam questions,

|
ind blank.
| my mind went blank

cross your mind

mind.

Out of sight, out of

think about something for a short
time

|, Of course, | don't think you broke the
| window. The thought never even
[_:rossed my mind.

something you say which means
that, if you do not see someone, you
forget about them

i Annie hasn't thought of her boyfriend
since he went abroad. Qur of sight,
] out of mind!

- € Other idioms relating to the topic of memory

I idiom

] meaning

example

something is on the
tip of your tongue

you know it, but can't quite
remember it

ring a bell

think you've heard something
before

Her name is on the tip of my tongue —
what is it

Jill's face rings a bell, but | don't think
we've ever met

a train of thought

{ a series of consecutive thoughts

Oh no! I've lost my train of thought.

rack your brains ‘ think very hard

| racked my brains, but couldn't think
whera I'd left the baok.
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Exercises

30.1 Complete cach of these idinms with meptory or mird,

Our of sight, our of .. i e e o

‘The class reunion gavc us a grcar opportumr} for a trip oW s oo [ANEL
Pm sorry I torgot to post your letters. It just slippec Y
You can't remember what vou did last night? Let me jog vour .
Blease bear me in . if you need somecne to work on this pm]ncr.
[ was so embarrassed that my _ s e, JUST WEDIE Dlank,

[t never crossed my . to tel! ngel about our meeting,

Stecers full of horsc-ch AWT: camages ace stll within living ..

I wanted to give her a surprise, but nothing saitable care to.
Try to commit your mebile phone number o .0 L

— just!

[ B IR B P

1

30.2 Complete each of these idioms.

1 1 dan’t think I know kirn, but his name rings ..
2 Whar is the word for it? I can’t remember it Oh dea.r, i

T O .

3 [f I tr)’, I shoqu ke sble to remember the recipe for you. Tetme rack o

4 Try not to ir: rcrrupt s rrain . "
5 My son is muck mare d\l\’l."]’ltl.lll“lll'\‘. |Tmn I was, At his agf I
alone would never . s o e+

- thiaght of travelling abroad

30.3  Answer these questions.

Which idiom conld also be included in the Proverbs unit (Uait 29) of this book?
Fird two idioms that mention parts of the body other than mind or mentory.

Whar is the literal meaning of fog in the idiom jog someoke’s smemory?

Rack is the name of a medigval instrument of tormure an which people lay and were
stretched. How does it £t this diom?

What is the literal meaning of stroil in the idiom tabe g strofl down memary lanet
What is the literal meaning of spring in che idionn spring 1o mind?

What i& the literal meaniug of the word bear in the idiim Dear in mund?

Which of the idioms is based on a memphor of hearing something?

B L bd

o BRI I = (R

30.4 Complete each of these idinms with the crrect form of a verh.

| was told £ sprak for five misbos on e subjeck of ~\
AspFants, A fok WBAS omooe oo morm o i1 to mind fu:q--q VS N

and | reminded, prople o it is & well-kroln fact tiat Z=19= 55 &+ »’V&.
elaphants M & viry qoodd memery, Then, after o mirute = =57 PP
48 g Ex1G=78 ._,a@

O SO, P ML i e s e - (2) blark, | knew
I'd reas. an orticle azoub sicprancs recorby, bub cvengtiing
{d redc Had cssmacnmnimes s oo L) 1Y finch

(43 my brains, bt ncthing

C(5) o mind A friend

. (&) my memory oy calling eut ‘ears’ .
frnm the. back of B-z raors, bul soon | Hoad completely dried
wp. If only my memary were s good. a5 ar hephard's

[ R LRl o .

5w G -96
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Time |: the past and the future

Looking back, looking forward

One of the major divisions in idioms invelving
now into the past and those that look forward

Looking back

exomple

time is between rhose thar look back from
into the future.

meaning

This camera has seen better days.

is old and not working so well

My computer is out of date.

old and not useful or correct any more

She didn't study when she was young, but she’s
making up for lost time now.

doing now what she did not have the opportunity
1o do previcusly

People have fallen in love with one another
since/from the year dot.

\ from the beginning of time

Looking forward

exomple

) meaning

E-commerce seems to be the shape of things to
come.

an indication of what is likely to become popular
in the future

Use this room for the time being until your
new office is ready.

Ltempora rily: instead of

We are on the threshold of exciting new
developrments in medicine.

long term.

The economy looks healthy in the short/medium/

likely to happen very soon

for 2 shart/medium/long time in the future

It's only a matter of time before we start o
colonise other planets.

it will definitely happen, even though we cannot
say exactly when

I can't say if | like the job or not. It's early days yet.

it's too soon to say/decide

In the long run you'll see it was the right decision,

a long time from now

Other related time idioms

He spends money like there’s no tomorrow, [eagerly and very quickly (or, more formally, as if

there was/were no tomorrow)]

At the end of the day, you have 1o be a lintle selfish. [something you say before stating a very

important fact or idea]

The fact that he had been dead for a week in his apartment before anybody found him is a
sign of the times. [something that shows that society now is worse than it was in the past|

A Although the idioms on this page do not all conta
B time in some way. Grouping idioms by meaning is
them by keywords.
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31

31.2

313

Exercises

Mareh each idiom on the lefi with the siosasion i which il could be used on the right.

it’s carly days yet Someone shows you a car which is driven by solar cnergy.

within Eving memary You tell somecne about a very anceent tradizion.

s:nce the year dot A scientist claime to be on the poirt of discovering a cuse
for cancer.

1hie shape of zhing- to conne Somerne a-ks vou if vou like an Exelish course after aaly
one day.

t e threshobd of Somenme b spencing all ther savings carelessly,

1 s anvone cao rerienber, Tas there
bieen <o much rain,

li<e thurs e omorrew Never, for as o

‘ritc an appropriate comment for zach of the situations in exeraise 31,1 using the idivm yvou

chase.

| This car really iz .

2 Pecpiz hive heen doing ]n'. EVETY [T .
3 A suiencisl s . -

4 Tye only |“cr|| T RSIIH )k UJ BRSCILE . oo e o e o e -

5 Jmrs spending money .

A Ihere's neves been raim hke rl-ns [

Rewrite the underhinzd part o} each sentence with an idiom.

Bl T —

| O e

4§
S

Some tine sonn we Wl iwevitakly discover li%e onocer plaoets.

Lrhok the crain i is shat you can aever toust s olticin.

I nevar “warnt e praer asoa child. s Tir x ATMIILYA'] ]ry ta.kinj_‘, lesschs.
Looking @ j pears, the scor it i sitcation lonks good, bue luoldog et dhs
nexl 3 to 49 veurs. the vutloek s nos an good

Thrs bicyzde 15 a bir oid and Looken down now. | shoubd zeally pet a nzw one,

Could vou use this computer Just tomperarile rili che pew ore armoves?

I's 2 typical thing zbour the nme we_live in <har yor can spesk to a real human auing
wher vou telephone the bank. All you got 15 an auromanic volce.

This milk haz an cld datc o it I' | trow it away and cpen a new carron.

It costs a lot of moncy now, but over 4 longer period it will ke a4 good investment, L' sure.

asi_ e nex) frw

These idioms involying fime are not on the left-hand page. Using a dictionary it neccssary,
see if you can tind the missing preposicions. Then choose the most suitable paraphrase.

1

2

n

| felo s if Lwas o titae warp as | san in the ancient comage salang w the old wan.

a) time was passing very siowly a1 | clt as if L had gone back in tine to a ditferert ema
My dad can remember the H2st home comoutars, kot thar was .. my rme.

a) when 1was ton young to use ane by befarc [ wes aarm

T have a lot ot time ... Gerry; 2c's a vory interesting and inrzligenc person.

ab 1 like ard respect hlm sl Ispend a lor of time with him

[ wened o the water supply ir. the nick ... time. TFive minutes later ang! the whaole house
woild have bzen flooded!

a) just in time ta prevert a Jisastes L} very gulckly indezc

Shekespeare's plays have siocd the est o tivie, They aze as powerful todzr as they weee
lmndieds of vears ugo.

a) have meves Lrsen i_',h.lng::] L) Lave non been weakened Iy the JitEN v af kme
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Time 2: clocks and frequency

Clocks / time passing

If you ... I then you ...
work against the clock to get something doneffinished | work fast because you only have limited time
do something in no time at all do it very quickly
call it a day decide to finish (usually finish working)
don’t have a minute to call your own are very busy indeed
do something there and then (or then and there) do it immediately, right at that moment

[ge: up / start at the crack of dawn start very early in the morning

Jake worked against the clock 1o get the report finished before the meeting.

The homework is very easy. You'll be able to do it in no time at all,

I'm really tired. Ler’s call it a day now and come back to it next week.

Ever since the twins were born, I haven't had a minute to call my own.

If a new idea 1s suggested, Allan is always keen to try it out there and then,

As our plane was leaving at 8 a.m., we had to get up at the crack of dawn to be at the

airport on rime.

Frequency
These idioms refer to how often (or how rarely) something happens.

idiom meadning
once in a lifetime never likely to happen again RARELY
once in a blue moon very rarely
once and for all finally and definitely
offand on / on and off | sometimes, but not regularly or MORE FREQUENTLY
L cantinuously ]
mm time to time ' sometimes, but not regularly
nine times out of een_l almost always 4—“ FREQUENTLY

Other time idioms

If something goes/works/runs like clockwork, it happens exactly as planned and without
problems.

If you do something / start from scratch, vou go right back to the beginning and start again.

Wherever possible, put groups of idioms onto a scale, like the frequency scale in B above. You could use

;‘—: scales for idioms connected with size, feelings, difficulties, etc.
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32.1

322

323

324

32.5

Exercises

Complete each ef these idiems.

bl

L)

leruns ke o
We sor off at the crack
We were working against

I've nad enough. Let’s call I -
It happens this way nine ... I e 4

Match cach idiom om the left with the sentence on the right which best reflects its meaning,

work .

1 there anc then Bill plays golf occasionally, bur not oftea.

2 orce in a b.ne moon Paula looks after three kids and has a fall-tme
job.

3 inno time at all The doctor sxamined me immediately.,

4 oftand on 1 only see Pasrick very rarely.

5 doesn't have a minute to call her own The pzw house was huilt very quickly.

Complete these idiams with prepositions.

) I— scratch

Z once e A lifotime

3 orce and 111

4 U 7| 1=

k)

G

nine tirmes

VTP & - ||

Chaost four of the idioms from exercise 32.3 and write a sentence (or cach one ta illustrae
its meaning,

Rewrite the underlined part of cach dialogue with an idiom.

1

2

[==R e =R N e SR

: Doy go and see vour motaer and father very ofen?

+ Weli, pueasionally, bt ner on 8 reoelar hasis,

+ Should we wa:t and do it as and when we need o3

: No, I think we saould do it now, so that we never need to do it again.

: Shall we try and speak to Mr Sanders sbont ir?

¢ Well, we can trv, but on a.most every gocasion: he's too busy to moct anyone.
: The boss wants this repore by Friday!

+ Well, we'll just bave to work very fast to get it tinisaed by then.

: Do you want to go on working a bit lenger?

: No, I've kad enough. Let's figisa now.

At weust be the crack of dawn.’
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The elements

Earth

idiom

meaning

He's the salt of the earth.

a very good and honest person

She'd go to the ends of the earth to save her child,

do anything possible

The royal couple were run to ground in Wales.

discovered after a lot of searching

All my warnings fell on stony ground,

were ignored

Air

If vou pluck a number out of the air, you choose one ar random.

If someone blows hot and cold, they somerimes seem to like someone or something and
sometimes don't so that others are confused abour how they really fecl.

If you get wind of something, you hear information that others hoped to keep secret.

If vou see how / which way the wind is blowing, you decide to see how a situation develops

before making up vour mind about it.
Fire

Tanya is plaging with fire!, agreeing to go out with Rick.
Rumours about his vislert temper have been spreading
like wildfire’ ever since We moved to the area. OF
course, most people somehimes say things in the heat of
the moment’ that they do not really mean and | don't
know how much truth there is in the rumours. However,
you can't help thinking that there's no smoke without
fire!. Anghow, don't add fuel to the flames/fire’ by
criticising Rick in front of Tanya os yow'l only make her
keener on him,

Water

[

w

-

doing something that could be
dangerous (play in this idiom 15
normally used in continuous tenses)
going round very quickly

withourt thinking because they are
angry or excited

if people are saving something is
true and you don't know whether it
is true or not, it probably is rrue
do something to make a bad
sitnation worse

idiomn meaning

in deep water

in a difficult situation which is hard to deal with

out of your depth

in a situation that you do not have the knowledge or skills to deal with

jump / throw someone
in at the deep end

do or make someone do something difficult without giving them any help

in hot water

in a situation where people are angry with you

be between the devil
and the deep blue sea

have to choose between two equally difficult options

be a drop in the ocean

be a very small amount in comparison to what is needed

74  English idioms in Use



33.1

33.2

33.3

334

335

Exercises

March each idiom on the left with itz defnition on the night.

1 get wind of something moye very fast

2 go o tac ends of the 2azch be an insign:fican: pare ot soracthing
2 gpread like wilctire observe how 2 sination is ceveloping
4 ke in deep warer make a difficale situation worse

3 be a drop m the oczan be in a difficulr situation

€ bhlow hot z2nd cold hear about something secret

7 see how the wind is blowine ceact in didferent, unpredictable wrays
£ add fuel =0 the t.ames do sverything you can

Rewrite cach sentence with an idiom. Use the keyword in brackets.

You'il be Ane working for someone like thaz - hes 2 very decent man. (EARTH)
Unfortuaaccly, no one paid any arrention o niy adeice. {GROUND,

Unformanately, her angry wozds bave omy made the simarior worse. (FUELY

[ chink Rosic must be in rrovkle — the boss has asked to sec her at once. (WATER)
Lance doesn’t really have the experience to cone with his new job, IDEFTH)
Spreading rumours (ike thar is a risky thing to do, (FERE]

Choosc_ a number ar randora and multiply ic by 3. {AIR)

The pelice were unable o Hind where <he escaped convicrs were kiding, (GROUND)

LT I L TR NN B 8

Put the words in ecder and make sentences,

like / The / of / news ¢ wilddire / spread / theic / diverce

the f the ¢ sea # devil / Blee £ berween / 'm f decp 7 and

ne 7 gire / Tnere / smoke ¢ is [ werhout

hezt f the / of / Bor’tJ atywoing f moment 4 in f say J the

and / 1/ the fcold i bot { he fway ¢ blows / hare

the f chrown / when / L/ I/ university / end / was / in / dzep fsmarted / ar

Which idioms do these picrores make you think of?
1

ST RN

e g .
. i ey

4
B N e T

Lowk at the different Whvms vefoting 1o earth, wir, fire ond water both i this wnit and in Unit
42, Which abstract concepts do each of these elements seem to represcnt in the English mind:

Mere are soma more Idiems eannecad with the elements ook them up in your dicrionary ¥Wrize o
definition ard then write the idioms in sermances of your o,

nor set the warfd on fire 20 Up Ih smioke
its off water wnder the bridge pour uld water ¢n sermething
the tide & tuming mare waves
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Colour

JE

be in the red

make it difficult to do something

Red
idiom meaning example ]
red tape official rules and bureaucracy that There's a great deal of red tape involved in

getting a work permit.

have a negative amount in your
bank balance

| ean't afford a holiday this year. I'm 500
pounds in the red.

catch someone
red-handed

carch someone at the moment
they are doing something wrong

something unimportant that takes
attention away from the main
subject

from the cash register.
Then he started talking about the cost of a

He was caught red-handed stealing money

new computer, which was a red herring,
because we've got plenty of computers.

- B Blue

[ argued with Tim till T was blue in the face, but he wouldn’t listen, [say the same thing many
times, but someone refuses to listen|

[ think there’s blue blood in her family; her great-grandmother was a Russian princess.
[belonging to the highest social class / aristocratic)

Blue-collar workers at the local car factory were on strike for six weeks. [workers who do
physical work, especially in factories] (See white-collar in D below.)

‘ € Green

example

meaning

| was green with envy when she got the job.

My mother’s got green fingers. Everything she
plants in the garden grows well.

VETY BIViDUS

is a very good gardener

The bess has given the project the green light.

given permission for something to start

can be built near it.

Our house is in the green belt, so no other houses

countryside around a town or city which is
| protected from building development

B D Black, white and grey

workers who work in offices,

White-collar workers' at the Mwage car factory have gone on not doing physical work

strike over pay and conditions. The union says management
has broken an agreement, and it wants & rew one wn black
and. white?. The management says that the agreement is a
grey area’ that must be made clear in proper discussions.

r

written, not just a spoken
agreement

something thart is a problem,
and is not very clear because

~

Mearhile, the fackory owners, the Merschott Company of there are no rules

Germany, consider that the plant is o black hole!, into which

something which has no

more and. more money is disappearing. They are threatening to bottom, and everything pur
close the factory altogetner,
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34.1

34.2

343

344

Exercises

Match cach newspaper headline with its ext.

1 HEALTH SERVICE BUDGET JUUST & BLACK HOLE, SAYS MINISTER

2 GOVERNMENT PROMISES TO DEAL WITH GREY AREA OF INTERNET LAW
3 GHREEN BELT ROUND LIVERFOOL EXTENDED

4 BLUE-BLOQD CHILDREN NO MORE INTELLIGENT THAN OTHERS, SAY SCIENTISTS

AT — T

‘ e L (-’m;y clrIm to the ¢ contma.r;p’ slmpl;;r L
There war a real need to protect tha

f aould not be proved, sald Dostor
J envirenment from further damags, | Wi, one of the eam who

[ the Director of Flanring said. i / investigated Lwenty uppor-alase
L.—.E__‘__,_‘e\.————-..,,__.———___v_,__/f f-‘_, e_s—-‘\ —_— -q,_\’_______.___‘J
T T e e e e

B J 1t was nol al ull dlear whal the ' } Every year, more and more morey _-'\
|

¥ inr ] 3 o i .JI
{ stuation was, and iU was 10w e for simply disappears, withouat any real

i guvernments to co-operate to clarify | results m tecms of improvements,

| things. she said. v-!
M e — - P

Anzwer these questions,

e— —

1 Which cofour workers work i offices und which cuoes do slysical wark?

2 Whar colour are you if you wish you had semething someous else has?

3 What colour art you if you repent sonuething, bur the other 2erson pys no aitentiont

4 What colour is your hank balauce when vou have spent mare inouey 1lan there was in it?
3 What colour light do yon see when someone gives vou permission to do someihing?

Use the idinms from exercise 34.2 o complete these sentences.

1 [ was absolatel¥ . v v v Witk i o when she won a trip to Los Angeles,
Z I’m 750 pounds the wonnavenr ¢ AT:d the 9ank has asked me o pay it back
immaciately.

3 The ... - workers arz on strike, but he office sl are still srarking,
4 Ypu can talk to he —inthe ... .. ; she won'r listen.
3 Tf the city acthariies ... the _ . light ta the new comservation praject,

it will hegin nexr year.

Hewrite the vuderlmed part of each sentenee with an idiom.

1 [ want to see a contract in written form, 1ot just an informal agreement.

2 Twanrted to apply for a visa, but a friend told me there are s0 many forms to fill in ané
complicazed rales, so I've decided to forger it

2 My new nouse has 2 big garden, but P o good with planis, so 'l probahly never do
any gardening.

4 She was caught just as she was siexling food from the school kitchen.

5 He's alwa}s Jlthdl.lcmp, uriin ot Ang Iguml s inte the dizcussion whi
[ LImEst.

b elistraer evervbady
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Games and sport

Ball games
! started an activiry and
Right then, |'ve started the ball rolling' by telling you what | encouraged others to join in
think our company should do now. | would Lke anyone who has 2 you have to do something now
any comments or questions to speak now. The ball is in your before any progress can he made

-

court?, Don't forged thak owr vivol companies are om the boll?
and if we don’t ack quickly and do something off our own batt,

quick 1o understand and react
on our own initiative, withour

-

they will, | know my proposals will involve pecple deing overtime, being asked to by anyone clse
but | Wope that the workers may agree to play ball® given the * co-operate in order to achieve
circumstances we dre all in. It's not our fault we are in this something (usually used in a
sibuation. Different rates of tax in different countries mean negative context)

-

that we dre nob competing on o level playing field®,

in a fair situation

Cards

If you play your cards right, you behave in the right way to achieve what you want. Itis
informal and is often used in the expression If (vou) play (vour) cards right, ... .

1f you put/lay your cards on the table, you tell someone honestly what vou think or what
you plan ro do.

If you pass the buck, you blame someone or make them responsible for something thar must
be done nexr (from an object used in the card game poker).

If you follow suit, you do the same as everyone else has just done. (This is a reference to
playing the same suit, Le. hearts, diamonds, spades or clubs, in cards.)

If you call someone’s bluff, you make someone prove that what they are saying is true or
prove that they will really do what they say they will do, because you don’t believe them, To
call someone’s bluff in a card game is to force them to show vou their cards.

Miscellaneous sports and games

sport or game T idiom | megning
swimming take the plunge do something important or difficult that you've
been thinking of doing for a long time
beoard games go back to square one go back to the beginning of a project, because
previous attempts have failed
archery be wide of the mark [ be wrong or miss what you were trying to hit
horse-riding do something on the do something suddenly, without planning
spur of the moment
(spur = metal on boot
which makes horse go
faster)
tarot cards (used for | be on the cards be likely to happen
fortune-telling)
gambling your best bet the best thing you can do to achieve the result
¥ou want
roulette when the chips are down | when you are in a difficult situation, especially one
(chips = gambling pieces) which tests whether you can trust peaple
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35.1

35.2

35.3

Exercises

Which idioms do these pictures inake yoo think of?

Match the beginning of each sentence on the lefi with irs ending o the right.

I If you play your cards right, ot their own ba:.

1 When the chips arc down, weatd be your best net,

3 The ball is in their court, athers will soom follow suit.

% If you sigh the coatract, we decided o g0 away for the weekend,

5 (o the sper of the moment s we'll have 1o wait and sce what they da.

& The chilidren picked Mother smne flowers  you learn who vour rea! friends are.
7 (roiag by train rather than hes o car you shoeld gel an nvilacion ta ber perey.

Complete zach sentence with an idiom froar the box.

& bevel playing fie'd pit his caras an the mble follerw sule eall his Wi aff his awn bar
on the ball on the cards prazs the buck start tie ba!l rolling

Iet's ask Pote for advice = he's usually Lo o e e
The goveramen alwavs ries ty . . . s e . owhen there are

evononic prollems, saying the previons regime s o lane,

3 Id like you el o el os why yom avie decded o do s creatve weiting contses Marie,
would you L 0 L L L y Blesse?

Applicanrs =il have o agrt’e 10 the same conditions for te 1n%erview 1 order 1 ensure

s —

-

5 Noone askee him 1o help - he dicie . - - e s

5 [fyou kccp vour things tidy, the orhors way ... et e e e s e e e o o

7 lrissal . i s e oo that I'l get a conteact for the jok.

i He's necn very fr{mk :m.:l has . ... [ s row we'll ave to
do the same.

# He claims be can speak Haent Japaness; 1006 oo v i o v om0 AT0

inwite him to dinner with our Japanese gucsts,

Can yru Find any idioms relaeed o your Svourite spert or game?You mighr he ahle o find some by
locking up keywords relating o that sport o game in 3 good English~English dicdanary ar a
dicdenary of idioms, For example, H yau zre interessec In Horse-~lding, yau might loak up forse,
suddle, reins,
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Animals |: describing people

In this unit and in Unit 37 we look at idioms connected with animals. Here we look at ways
of describing people and their actions. In Unit 37 we look at using animal idioms to describe
sItuarions.

Animal names

These idioms are based on compound nouns related to animals.

: =1

A person who ... is ...

is a dark horse someone who is clever or skilful in a way that no one knew or
expected

is a lone wolf someone who does not mix socially with other people

is a cold fish someone who is not very friendly and does not show their feelings

isfacts as a guinea pig  gIni pig someone who acts as a subject in an experiment or trial of
something

is a party animal someone who loves parties and socialising

would love to be a fly on the wall | someone who would love to be present to see an imporzant
pl’i\fa[e or secret event

Note also:
There was a fly-on-the-wall documentary on TV last night about hospiral waiting-rooms.
|programme filmed in a real-life situation, sometimes with hidden cameras|

People’s characters and their actions

Johns bark is worse than his bite. [he may seem fierce/ftough, but he is nor really|

You don't need to be afraid of him. He wouldn't hurt a fly. [is rotally harmless and would
never hurt anyone]|

Larry's really got the travel bug ever since he won rhat holiday in the Caribbean. [a strong
desire to travel (bug here means virus; the original meaning of bug is a small insect)]

She’s working very hard for her exams. She's really got/taken the bit berween her teeth. [has

started to work/act in a very derermined wav (a bif is a piece of mertal pur berween a horse's
teeth to control it)]

They've given me free rein to do what I like in this new job. [complete freedom (reins are
what you hold in your hands to control a horse when riding)|

Tim: How did you know T was getting married?

Linda: A little bird told me. [said when someone has told you a secret, but you do not want
to say who)

As soon as the meeting was over, we all made a beeline for the food. We were so hungry!

[went quickly and directly to]

I always have butterflies in my stomach just before an exam. [feel very nervous]

I made a real pig of mysclf last night, so ’'m not going to eat any lunch today. |ate too much]

[ have so much work to do these days. I’'m just chasing my tail trying to catch up. [doing a
lot, but it is all pointless / withour effect|
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16.1

Jé6.2

316.3

364

Exercises

Which idiom from the left-hand page can he used to describe ...
a persen who has hulden ov unespreeted sxills o talenn- thar a one knows abou:
... a person who loves parcs?
.. a persen who is the subject of an expatiment o2 triad of someching new’
.. a persan who is nor very fricndly?

B fad b e

Herc are some facts about animals. Which icioms on the lefr-hand page are based on them?
VoW e vo mde o horses v fns a B e ies month, whick s e bas dae Gelps yow
carreol the horse

A bes can Ay in o straight line back 1o 4 place wherze it fonn d feod.

Wobses usually huns rogether in a group or pack,

Dops will oten bare more ows of fear than oot of ageresaion,

Cats ane dogs oten zun roune in arcles thinkicg their wail is ruoning sway Zom them.
Tigs have a reputation for cating a lot of food very guickly:

LC R N P o)

Use the idioms rom exercise 36.2 to repeat or sum vp what the first speaker says.
1 Jack:  Harry never seeins tnowanr o goeout wilh arher peogls
Pat No, Fe’sa aitcf
2 Liam: Arc you busy chese day
Chyis: Busyl It's ridicudous? Loy 10 keep ap with things, but I'm just

Keirr: Dan is i the boss’s oftice again today. Uhat's the thizd time flus weex he's gene o
complain abous the compurers,
Mike: Yes, ne won's give up. He's really got
4 Orla:  You secmed to be eajoying yous lunch ceay
F:ena: Yes, 1. e remenes o s Foel 5o fUl nover!
§ Brian: Thilip scarcd eveIyont ) He lsokcd rd:l“\r angry.
Eve: Oh, don't worry about him, His . —
6 Alami  Look at Charles! EHe's already ta.lv:u' toa gorgr\uuﬂ gu'l over t'm:c'
Jozr  Ohvezh, he abways .. for the prereest girl ia
the 1oom.

Complate each of these idions.

1 Big Joc is qu:z¢ kammicss realy, although he locks tough, He wouldn'™ .o
[ S

2 Faiready kaow zbout Bl gatring divorced. A e e e T
e,

3 T hate makng 2 soceck o 2 2ig andieave, [ aways ot v o o s om s 111 MY

4 VWsa very onusual schiook. The pupils aze LTTRE
35 jusL L t'.'ll'_‘)' Ithe.

3 Treclly win the travel
can't wWaLl 0 B Away ag,

6 Idlovetmbe s ool . onile L et o wehien Migel 1ells the oss
he's rosigourg.

after T wen: o a tickk ng boliday to Nepal 1
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Animals 2: describing situations

Cats and dogs

In the ‘situation’ box, note how the ‘if-clause” tells vou whether the idiom is normally used
with things (something), people (vou) or with an impersonal construction such as there is.

situation idiom meaning

If something | goes to the dogs it goes from a good situation/condition to a bad
ane

If you |r let the cat out of the bag you accidentally tell people a secret / something
you should not tell them

If you put the cat among the pigeons you create a crisis or a problemartic situation

If there is not {enough) room to swing a cat I\ there is very little reom or space somewhere

The country has gone to the dogs since the new government took over.

We didn’t tell anyone the news, but she let the car out of the bag and now everyone knows.
Kim’s report really put the cat among the pigeons. Now everyone's in a state of crisis.
There’s not enough room to swing a cat in our flat, so 1 don’t think a party is a good idea,

Other animal-related expressions

In these dialogues. the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat and sum up the situation
described by the first speaker.

Ron:  Everyone is so selfish. They would sell their own mothers to get what they wam,
and they don't care how much other peaple suffer.
Tania:  Yes, it really is the law of the jungle. It's very depressing.

Mary:  We shouldn’t even think of discussing the voting system for the committee. It's very
complicated and unfair in many respects, and could raise huge problems.
Ricky: [agree. It's a real can of worms, 1 think we should avaid discussing i

Iris: If you ask me, it’s a waste of time complaining to Robert. He doesn’t take any
notice, no matrer how often you do it or no marrer how angry you get.
Par: Yes, it’s like water off a duck’s back.

Roger:  We're all overworked and in a panic. We're trying to solve too many problems, and
ending up not achieving anything!
Nancy: Yes, [ agree. We're all just running round like headless chickens.

. These are antennae or feelers.
Naote also: &4 ‘ fe

I don’t use snail mail these days. E-mail’s casier. [the post,
often said humeorously when contrasting with e-mail]

I don’t know if anyone would really want a job like this one,
bur we could put our feelers and sce if anyone is interested.
[make informal enquiries; ralk to people unofficially]

& When recording idioms in your Vocabulary notebook, make notes of typical situations in which they can
M be used. For example: go to the dogs — typical situation: a restaurant that was very good before is very
bad now.
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7.1

37.1

7.3

7.4

IT.é

Exercises

Rewrite e sentence with an idivan that menns the oppasite of the underlined words,

1 There's plenty ot room at my house.
2 T'll let vou know 2y ¢-mal.
3 Poter has not told anybody the sccret news,

4 The economy is g:.:tmg_hmi_Ld_b_ﬁg_
5 The office stadf weze

Which idioms do these pictures make you think of?

il

Match cach of the idioms from excrcise 37.2 with one of these sentences.

a) What she seid bas raised some horrible problems which we'd all prefer te forger.

b) Oh dear! Uhar is seally go:ng to cause kuge problems and upser absolurely everybody!

¢l Yeu can insult him and be really awhul to him, but he just never scoms 1o care or oven
notice.

Answer thess questions,

1 If vou rell snmeone a secret, wher do you ler the cat ous nf?

2 What can ¥y ol out i urder o test whethier lrlfll|]|l‘_‘ we incerested in an idea?
3 What wind of Jaw do wild animals obey? .

Use a dictionary to find the misstng words in rhese animal idioms if vou do not ke therm.
1f you think yon know the idioms, write your answers and thea check them in a dictionary.
Make a note of the meaning of the idioms in yonr Vocabulary notchook.

1 taxethe bull hyehe . ...
% kill two birds with one ...
FoatowanuPs oo
)
N

like i bear wirh o sore
Ao o s breakfase

Use the five idioms from exercise 37,3 to rewrive the underlined parts of this pacagraph.

| was trying to finish my essay “or my Eoglish class by che 20d of the week, but it all seemed
1 be poing very slowly and T was not very miotivirec., So | decided to face the simation and
acl prr-:'lt[vclk. [ .‘.[‘L_\aed Lyt antil alle ulidni;_'.}ll. cverY duy Tfur faur dr_l_\rs and worked an my
ensirv. Bwas Gred 10 b mernmgs, amd wen. roaned feeling very bad-tempered and i-citsblg all
day, bor, ol end T amagesd 2o dee two wseful things o one po: T lnished the essay anc |
read a number of important books Lskonid have read weeks sgo. My last eseay was a hit ol
£ mess, but I'm hoping thes one will ger = bereee grade.

'5 Think of two animals which have idioms conneceed with them i your language. Then use 2 dictanary
o see if there zre any idioms connected with these animals in English.

FOLLDW
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Weapons and war

Idioms based on guns and knives

'_If you ... ‘ then you ...
bite the bullet face a difficult situation and act decisively / do not avoid it
jump the gun do something too soon, before you should do it
stick to your guns don't let other people change your mindfideasiprinciples
look daggers at someone | look at them in a very angry or hateful way
put the knife in deliberately do or say something really hurtful to someone
twist the knife do or say something which makes a bad/hurtful situation even worse

Idioms connected with firing/shooting

In these dialogues, the second speaker uses an idiom to repear part of the question.

Henry: Have you ever tried snowboarding?

Nigel:  No, but I'd like o have a shot at it one day.

Carol: Now that you're the Head of Department, do vou find people always blame vou
immediately for any problems thar arise?

Liz: Oh yes, U'm in the firing line all the nme.

Mick:  So ir's Peter Smith who makes all the importane decisions and has all the power?

Rira:  Oh ves, Peter Smith calls the shots these days.

Hilary: It must have been awful for you, being in the middle of such a terrible argument
between Roz and Barbara?

Jane:  Yes, I was really caught in the crossfire; | found it very difficulr.

Aaron: S0 you think we should wait and not ask for the funds yer?
Beth:  Yes, 1 think we should hold fire @il the furure is more certain.

War and fighting in general

The village people are up in arms over the plan to build a motorway very near their homes.
[angry and protesting loudly|

Jim’s his own worst enemy when it comes to geting promotion at work. He's just so negative
abourt everything. [his own attitude/behaviour will prevent him from reaching his goal]

I think you're fighting a losing battle trying to get a pay rise. The boss never listens to
anyone, [trying to achieve somerhing thar you will probably fail to achieve]

I wouldn’t give up this job till you're absolutely sure you've got the new one if T were vou.
You don't want to burn your bridges. [do something that makes it impossible to go back roa |
situation you were in before]

Joe can be very boring sometimes. He always seems to have an axe to grind. [has a strong
view or apinion and wants to persuade everyone he is correct; normally used critically|

When it comes to the crunch, [ won't let you down. [when a situation becomes serious or
difficult|

I think we've found a chink in his armour. [a weak point that we can exploit / take
advantage of]
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Exercises

38.1 <¢Complete each of these idinms.

[ 8a¢ was looking .. a2 me last night, I wonder what I've done t¢ upset her?

2 1ler last remark was so huctful, especially as 1 was alvsady upset. [ thinx che was just
EOFIAG 10 et . ewen fucthe,

| r'r:n]:y thiik yeor the Bulle:, and oo and .\'I_mak ta kim.

4 She and diclvs <ign the contrace. So Lheyve changed it

5 You're ... e the i, Wi Gl we know whose faull i was hefors you comalain,

& Freddy real'y pots he i osomabimes, He s oapebie of saying sach ceel dangs.

318.2 Whar conld you say? Using wdioms from the lefi-hand page, i¢ll somenae ..

I ... wha is trying to perstade the teacher ro wll yoo dhe exam cnestions before the exam
takes glace that they will rot succeed.
oo that iF & rea’ ¢ risi

DULNTY, Y will e the-e 1 SUPEOT thei.

othae you yoursel? are e main problem when it comes 1o 1ry'ng t0 save 1aoney.

<. that they wil be the ove to face a'l the eriticisms and complaites in e new job.
~.. that you'd like to oy bungee-jiunping one day if vou ever poc the clunm.

... thar they should wa t before thev send a very angry lever they've writlen,

[= S P P (S

38.3 Horoscopes often uge idioms. Read these horoscopes and then say or write exacdy what you
would twll a fricnd with that birth-sign abour their furure, withont psing the idioms,

TAURUL Somcane : | GEMIMI Two - CAPRICORMN VIRGD You've

you thaught was A ' peaple yau Rl and Samenonc close tn always thaught of
gond friend wilk say | respect will quarrel yrut will oy to telt yourself as a sorang,
something very : towday, and you'll be ynu what to do, hue | [ devermnined persan,
hurtful taday, and N | caught In the ‘ it's time you alled b | but someone

later on will twist the | | omossfire, Try to stay | the shots, sodon’t be discovers a chink in
knife evan further | ‘noworal, ar you'll riske [ afrald eo make your your annuur and

Seay eaitn and dont ;| Insing a good frlend. | own decislons. makes life difficult for
lase your tapper. E |I } yeul, i

38.4 Choose the correct answer.
1 f vou were o ir zrms, vouo'd be L
al bhelding sinmesme yon ove k) pretessing wirongly
¢} feeling muck stronger than befors

2 1f soreone pats the knife in, they ... .

a] make an important point b) test the situation befors acting

¢) do or zay something very damaging

It you burn your bridges, vou ... .

2} make it impossible te return 10 2 former sitwation 51 ger extremely angry and viclent
¢) destroy a gocd friendship

L]

4 Tf you have an zx= vo griad, you have ... .
:1: A serinus q.mrre*.] with soewone h] a desive to kurt seaneons
oy oo steong, apibe and soe want we persagde peonle vou'ee right

S I you can, ook ata prypular English-danguage magazine ar mblold newspaper and see If the
horoscopes contein idiams, Make a note of any idioins you find, especially for your own star skgn.

FOLLOW
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39
B A

Food

Appetite
If something makes your mouth water, it makes you want to ear itz
One look ar those cakes makes my mouth water.

If you say that someone has a sweet tooth, you mean thar they particulary like sweer things.

The word appetite can be used to refer to a desire for food or for something other than food.
In the same way, whet your appetite can be used to mean awaken a desire:
Cinemas use trailers to whet viewers’ appetites and make them want to see the whole film,

Sweet and sour

Sweet things are generally considered to be particularly pleasant and luxurious. The icing on
the cake, for example, refers not only to the sugar coating on a cake but also to something
thar makes a good situarion even herter:

This trophy is the icing on the cake for Julie who has had a grear year as a tennis player.

The expression you can’t have your cake and eat it or you want 1o have your cake and cat it
is used ro refer to the fact that two good things are impossible to do or have ar the same time:
He wants to have his cake and eat it: he wants a well-paid secure job, but he doesn’t want ro
have to work evenings or weckends.

Sour and bitter generally have unpleasant associations in idioms. If an experience leaves a
sour taste in your mouth, you have an unpleasant memory of it. If vou do something to the
bitter end, vou see it through to the end even though it takes a long time and is difficult.

Specific foods

idiom

meaning example

have egg on your face

be left feeling stupid or embarrassed
because of something you did

You'll have egg on your face if your
plan doesn't work!

be the best/greatest
thing since sliced
bread

be fantastic {informal)

| love my walkman, For me. it's the
best thing since sliced bread.

-

be your bread and
butter

be an activity or job you do ro get
the money you need

Taxi-driving is his bread and butter
though he also writes music.

Lbe ar fruit

produce a positive result

At last our work is bearing fruit,

In the supermarket

If you say something or someone is flavour of the month, it means that thar thing or person
is verv popular. This is a reference to supermarkets’ practice of putting a particular flavour of
something — strawberry ice cream, for example — on special offer for a month:
Flavour-of-the-month actress, Becei Carr, stars in ronight’s TV drama.

The phrase be past or pass one’s sell-by date is often used humorously o refer to a person or
thing that is not wanted or used any more because they are too old. Tt refers to the way
supermarket food is marked with a sell-by date after which the product must be removed
from the shelves before it goes bad:

I certainly feel as if 've passed my sell-by date this morning!
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Exercises

39.1 Whac might Jo say in each situationi March the remarks in the box with the situations,

Yau can't have your cike and cat 't Hz had cgg an his facet
| was left with a sour taste in my mouth! It's the best thing since sliced tread!
IL pravides the bread and bureer.

-

ju’s busband asks her what she thinks of some new computer sottwaze she's using.

Jo asis her brother how he likes his new, rather bazing job.

Je's husband asxs her how she folt after a meeting ar work whese people said some very
unpleasanc things to ¢aca other.

4 Jo tells her husband zbout her nss — whom she duesr't like = who made s miszake in
some basic E.gures at a meeriag where all the main cunpary manzgers were present.

Jo's son relks Ler that hes paing e spend his (Cwt very large) saviogs onosn expensive new
paitir a- well s pong on s cmip o Ausiralia,

LEE RN V]

in

39.2  Circle the carrect word o complete cach sentence,

1 Although it was too slow-muving for my taste, [ sac through the film to the bitter £ sour {
sweet end.

2 Watching that cookery progravme oa TV has really wa
appetite for tyiEg seme new 1ecipes.

3 Al the effort Mandy hes oot inse mainivg s begonnengs o Lear foued 7 frvit f

4 Althoegh the pap group K 1 bargaiv ¢ flaveer f raste oof the month ar the moment, ther
populariny s untikely 1o last,

5 Grincdicl was exhacsted after bis leng waik and said he had passed bes sell-by day Jtune /
it

# Sraying in a hete! roum thae Elvis Presley had ance used was really the icing on the
biscuic/ cake ¢ zugaz.

7 Having such 2 sweer mouth ¢ tongyc J tooth makes it very ditficult tor her to lose weight.

g Vhe wondertul smells from the kitchen are zeally making my eves ! mouth [ qose water,

J9.3 Macch an idiom from the lefe-hand page with each of these definitions.

I Tove chiocelates ond aolees 4 be wan embarrassing posaitian
2 he absolutely fantasne 3 brig aduwr good resules
3 bhe ton old te be useful & make you want sorneshing (Give rwo answers.)

39.4 Complete these scntences in any way you like,

1. oo - . e e 1% e hrezd] and butter thoogk
2 _always makes my monck warer,
3 seems to be flavour of the

wonzh in the pop mosic wozid at the moment.
4 Kate had egg oo ber fave when .
5 Forme ...
& 1 hooe that .

iz the best thing since siiced bread,
will bear frait.

Look up these food words in a good dictionary: apple, cheese, fom, tea. Find an idiom for each of them:
and write it in a serterco.
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= A

Roads

People: character, emotions and relationships

example meaning
Goodbye. | hope our paths cross again soon. | hope we meet again soon,
I'm really stuck in a rut in this job. | think 'l In a boring situation, with no hope of excitement.

look for something new. (rut = deep track or mark | or future prospects.
made by a vehicle on the surface of a road)

This computer’s driving me round the bend! It | The computer is making me angry and frustrated.
keeps crashing each time | try to save my work.

This book is right up your street/alley. It's called | It's perfect for you; exactly what interests you,
‘How to make a million in a year'. (alley = narrow
street or lane with buildings on either side)

Josh is very middle-of-the-road politically. Neither left-wing nor right-wing, has no radical views.

Road idioms that comment on situations

I think the government is on the right/wrong track these days. [thinking or acting rightly/wrongly]
It’s an uphill battle/fight/struggle trving to persuade Joe to get a job. [a very difficult task]
That restaurant’s really gone downhill lately. [it was good, but is not any longer]

She lives right off the beaten track, bur she loves the peace and quict. [in a very isolated place]

The Conservarive Party is at a crossroads. [at a decisive moment in its history|

off the bea a dead end

I use a bicycle these days to go/get from A to B. [to make simple/typical journeys|
The new hotel has really put the village on the map. [now everyvbody has heard of the village]
Well, it's almost midnight. We should hit the road. [start our journey (home)]

Road rage is increasing in many countries. |violent incidents resulting from traffic disputes|
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40.1

40.2

40.3

404

Exercises

Complete cach of these idioms from A on the left-hand pape.

%]

Airlines .. . . e reund tne G UYirn van naver potosisple
indstemarion f-om them when vou phon: them up.

I don have any cxreme views abous anytuing. R quics .o o e oo oo -

-the-.
1 didn’s like her ar zL, and [ hope o
to be hoacs:,

It's a good idea to caange vour _iol: every fow years, It’s vory casy to get stuck

- [ SR . A vou're not carchull

T'his vidEO's .o o e e up }nur o varr e e e+ 05 2l about how viohng
are made.

o TEVET vt o e e . AZAIN,

Use the idioms from exercise 400.1 to rowritz the underlined parts of these sentences,

1 Well, ir's been nice zalking re you, Mavbe we'll sce cach orwer agair somewen,
2 Thee LY programme abgos birds 15 juse vight Fr;r vaa You shoubd warch .
3 jumi is fairly neutral waen ir comes o environ.mental issucs.
4 "he photovopier makes me absolutely crazy. Ir always kreaks down just when yon need it
Mast,
§ Igave up may jcb and weor rcund the world. T telt [ nad gor into a bering routine witk no
prospects Zor th
True or false? Tick (v the correct box. True Falsc
1 If someoae Fvis off the beaten track, they bve i the middle of a
iy, T
2 If a streer is a dead end, vou can't drive duwn it and our the other
end. M 3
3 Road rage is when people get angsy and vielent because of
pzoblerrs and arguments while d=:ving. (] O
4 If something 's an uphil seruggle, it like the pleagart feeling of
traveling up a beautirul Wil | T
§ 1f someone 15 on the wromg track, they we dialling a weang _
aumber on a tzlephoce. 3 I
Use idiews from the lefi-liund page o ...
1 ..orell someonc it's tire to start 2 “ouraey.
2 ... tcll someonc that the Bus is the casiest way to travel rouad in vous arca
3 .. rell zomeeng not to go to the Imperial okel as it not as good as it used to ke
4 .. tell sumeene that you thirk whaz they ars going t¢ do is the righe course of act:on.
5 .. tell someene that a aew rock music festival has really made vour town famous.
& .. zell sorzone thar you think your country is at an important and decisive point in its

Aoy

Think o idiving conracted widh ~oads, paths 2nd tracks in your ‘anguage. Do any of them el Jdie
idiomsg 4 this unit! If chey don't ey to find out the equwalent e:-:pnessmn in _ng‘hsh Use a dietionary
of idicns or mother good dictomery, o7 g onfine w oic
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Houses and household objects

- A Home

Home is the place where people feel comforrable and safe. If vou are/feel at home
somewhere, you are/feel comfortable there. If you make vourself at home, you relax and
make yourself comfortable. Similarly, if something is as safe as houses, it is extremely safe.

The implications of whar she had said didn’t come home to me until some days larer. |I didn’t
understand it fully|

Her news reports have really brought home to me the horrors of war. [made me understand,
usually something unpleasant|

- B Doors and fences

Doors give you access to somewhere new.,

They don’t pay me very well for the work [ do there at
the moment, but at least I've got my foot in the door.
|started working at a low level in an organisation because
you want to get a better job in the same organisation
later on|

Doors have keys and handles.

Female vorers hold the key ro the parry’s suceess in the
election. [provide the explanation for something you
could not previously understand|

Her father flew off the handle when she said she wasn't
£OINg to retusn to university. [reacted in a very angry way

{informal}]
A fence marks the boundary herween two areas of land.

If you sit on the fence, vou delay making a decision or
fail to choose between two alternatives. Usually in the
end, though, you have to come down on one side or the
other. [make a choice}

‘ € Household objects

reacted angrily

got up in a bad mood and has stayed ina
bad mood all day

staving up late and getting up early
explained the situation to me - picture also
means situation in get the picture
|understand the situarion (informal)] and
keep someonce in the picture [kecp someone
informed]

copy something someone else does, often in
R ; e : oeder to gain an advantage that they have

ALf ik the celling/roof' this morning for no
reason ab all. | thought he'd just got out of bed
on the wrong side?, but then his girlfriend
explained. thak he's been burning the candle ab
both ends’ because of his exams. I'm glad she
pub me in the picture’ because row | can
understand why he reacted so crossly. However,
| wish he'd take a leaf out of his girlfriend's
book® and. go to bed at a reasonable time.

».-

o

w
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41.1

41.2

41.3

41.4

41.5

Exercises

Maich the beginning of each idiom on the lefe with its ending on the righe.

1 siving o 1tbe Fome
2 peting vour foor in che Fandle
3 gerting our of ded on the wrong fance
4 flying off the picture
3 purdag somconc in the encs

& feeling at door
7 burning the cand.e at both side

Answer these questions.

1 Is a decisive RErsa IILP'\-’ ie: sir om the lence or come disen or ons side 1 the otler?

2 ]f i .‘itudﬁl“ |-|kl‘.‘3 Hi ll{)l_dd}' ]O) I‘J'I B |_‘J I_-'I [.U‘['[Ipa_l}u 'IH (}rdff T ge’[ £ jrll]l 'I.’I ‘ " (JIH]‘-’, \f\-h{-‘t
e thal suggest abowe the student® plans?

3 Ir what ci-constances do people ofren durn the candle at bozh cnds?

4 Are you mare bkely to sav-thar something imporrant or somethirg trivial s brought home

1 yuud

D you think someone wouid be pleased or displeasce if you took a leaf out of their

bock:

If you keep somcone in the picture, arc von being aonest to them or not?

How do you feel it you get ous of bad or the wrong side?

If someonc hits the rouk, what sort of mood arz <hey ind

& w3 ™

Which idioms do these picures make you think of?

Rewnite the underlined parr of each seneence wish an ediom.

I It will take same time Defore tie impact of the new legislation is fully felt by the persen in
the sireet.

Sophie will make hemell 0157 she paes oc zlluw'ne heral” so lm'ln: s]e_eL.

Aefore you wake wver the project, P It vou kaow exac Al ;

The police think that DNA resting witl provide the euderu_c necezsary fur proving wan th.e
murilerer st have been,

Jim% heen in g really bed mood 2[l day

The governmen: can™ posipune making o decision (or ever,

Rol: gt really angry ar che slightes! provozasion rhese days., (Give 1wo anwers.)

T0 v want 1o get fit, why don't vou di as Katie has done and sein & gym?

S fer

== = L)

VWrite sentences using six of the idiomy from the |=fr-hand page abour your own hife or
CXPETLENCES.
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Nature

In this unit we look at idioms connected with the earth, the planets and the air, and other

basic elements.

The air

The air (or sky) is often seen as something associated with feelings and emotions, or is in
some way connected with unknown or furure events. Look ar these newspaper clips.

here was a sense of
relief in the air!
when the ‘not guilty’
verdict was announced,

The news has come as a
breath of fresh air? for
students warried about
the high level of fees.

Whether the government

will change the law on |
football hooliganism is up
in the air’ at the moment. |

Mr Watson said the
news had come out of
the blue* and it had
shocked everyone. He

-_ B The earth, planets, ground

Tdioms about the earth often refer to the ground beneath our feer and to being

practical/realistic.

A oW s o=

n

The discussions have not
solved the problem, but
they have helped ta clear
the air® to a certain

everyone could feel it
somerhing new / more exciting
undecided

completely unexpectedly (the
blie = the sky)

make bad feelings berween
people disappear

if -

this means ...

sameone is a down-to-earth person

they are very practical

you come (back) down to earth with a bang

something brings you suddenly back to reality

an idea or plan/project bites the dust

it fails/dies

semeone is (living) on another planet

they have no awareness of the real world

you are over the moon about something

you are extremely happy

something isfhits rock bottom

it is as low as it can possibly befgo

you find out how the land lies

a person is upper-crust®

you see how the sitation is before you get involved

they belong to a very high social class

* The crust is the top surface of the earth; under it are other layers of very hor rocks.

Note also:

If you are in the dark or someone keeps you in the dark, you are not told important things

thar other people know.

If you are in your element, you are happy/relaxed in the situation because you are good ar

the things it involves.

1f you are out of your element, you feel unhappy/uncomtortable because you are not good at
the tasks involved. (element here refers to the four basic natural elements: earth, water, fire

and air)
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42.1

42.2

42.3

42.4

Exercises

Completz cach of these idioms.

I The wewy L ot of the Blue. No ome was expeeriag it
2 What a crazy u_ca' l rhmk shes lmng anotaer plancr.

3 The price of computers has . rock boztom this year
4 Vihick we should ... . ... 001 how the land lies befors we decide.
5 They™e o ... e rhc dark ahount ther erure plans, | wish they'c tell me.

March cach question on rhe left with the most likely responsc on the right.
1 1s Anna Corda zally a princess? Yes, it hir the dusi.
2 1 guess he was dol :

C with the rews? Yen, e wins i hisoclement.

385G your new prjer . Iniec aft Mo, s vemy linwn o canl.

4 Thd your long walk with Duvid u-'|p atall? Tikewr't knnw, bot she's vers upper cmust.
3 Dl youralad enjov his poifing boliday? Tes, ae was aver the moon.

& 1. Alfe a wory romants type of person: Well, it did help ro elear the aw a bir

Rewerite the undertined pare of each sentence with an idiom.

1 You could feel a sense of fear in_everyone when the plaaes came ceerlue

2 1t really 15 something yew and sxciring, ‘or us vhas the corpeey
Londoa We are o'l laced with wulkillg g sl tbosen

3 Sally was bronghe sudileniy bac's o reality sehen the sang manzger teld aer she had spene
3” I:l'.r ey,

4 Thinps are very andee;ds at the moment, Pl ot yna know when a decisior = maede.

L elee i TO e 1y

Answer these questions.

1 Think of cnc person you know who is down-to-carth and anoiler person vou xnoew whe
15 just living oo another olanet. In what ways are they sa7

WEen was che laz: time vou fe't over the moor, and wlv,.
Th:ok of a1 cocaszion when someone vao hadn't seen for a very long, line suddendy
appeared auat of e Blee.

Think of oue situatin where you vkl pecwanally say T nony element Lere??

LI ]

The underhined idicons below are not on 1the tefi-hand page. Try 1 wark oot the wmeaning of
the idioms froen contexa, If you then check then lm:;nling ma goud ],{EIII:]':J[ ;liL:Iiullur}'
ot in u dictinnary of wdians,

T aas shak:pg ige o dcat as [ waited o hear if T had passed the exan.

Tl =t like a ,gg las: [Jlg'ﬂ.’. It was so qulLl anil the bed was very cornfortable.

1 hate making big, decisions. T ustally prefer 10 jost go with the Tine.

It gocs apainst thz wrain for hin ever mo say ke was wiong. s oot inc his chanace o
admit chat bie Tus vude @ omistake.

EA T

Lank up sun, starfs), maan, rackis), sea ard mevataing in 2 geod dictionary or o dictionary of idismes.
Yhat idivms do you find? YWrite the idicms in senrences which illustrane their acaring.

Crghish tdioms fn Lise 33



Boats and sailing

Boats

idiom

meaning

example

push the boat out

spend a lot of money, usually
because you are celebrating

Bill was happy to push the boat out
for his daughter's wedding.

rock the boat

de or say something that causes
problems, usually when you try
to change a situation that other
people do not want to change

Party members were told firmly not to
rock the boat by publicly criticising the
government just before the election.

miss the boat

be oo late to ger something you
want

Can | still get tickets for the concert
or have | already missed the boat?

burn one's boats/bridges

do something that makes it
impassible for you to go back o
the situation you were in before

Don't sell your house to finance your
business — that would be burning your
boats.

be in the same boat

be in the same, usually difficuly,
situation

It's 3 pity you can't use a dictionary in
your exarm, but at least everyone's in
the same boat.

Sailing

idiom

meaning

example

steer clear of

avoid someone or something
because it is dangerous for you

sail close to the wind

take risks that could cause
problems or danger (usually used
in the continuous)

I'd try to steer clear of Maggie if | were
you — she's trouble!

You're sailing 2 bit close to the wind
by speaking to the boss like that!

be plain sailing

be very easy

| was a bit apprehensive abour doing
so much in just one day, but it was all
plain sailing.

be in the doldrums
{doldrums = area of sea
with no wind)

(of a business) be not very
successful; (of a person) feel sad
and without energy

putistick your oar in
(oar = long piece of wood
used for rowing a boat)

f His business has been in the doldrums

for several years now.

join a discussion when the other
participants do not want you to
(informal)

| hope John has the sense not to
stick his oar in ar tomorrow'’s meeting.

show someone the
ropes

show someone how te do a job
or activity

As it's your first day at work, Sue will
show you the ropes.

be a nervous wreck
(wreck = boat that's been
destroyed, e.g. by hitting
rocks)

be mentally and physically
exhausted

I'm a nervous wreck after a day with
those terrible children.

clear the decks (deck =
flat open area on boat)

get ready for action

We'd better clear the decks before
we paint the room.

be (all) at sea

be confused

I'm all at sea with this computer.
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43.1

43.2

43.4

Exercises

Answer these questions.

IF you miss the boar, have vou lost 3 means of transport or an opportunity?

LE you say that a project was plain sailing, aze you happy with haw it went or net?

It you burn your bozts, are you saking a risk or not?

It a triend is in the colerums, would vou oy to calin them dowr ar cheer (o1 up?

Are you more [i<ely 1o be a nervens wrecx if vou're liored er if you're overworkad?

If you zre 2ll af s¢a it a new job, do vou need scuneore to shorw yons 1le rioes 05 to stick
their oar int

7 If ¥oLu rock tie bcat, wil: .)EU|:|H Tre: ple:lsed wiih YOI LT i.'-.l".l](:l}'k_‘d with ylnl?

§ If you show someone the ropes, are vou hielping, rtham o0 theearening tham ?

[N T NV -

Complete cach af these ihons with ane wird,

. boat.
ling on the way

1 Things kere ace verv cifficult. hut ar leass wi're all in the
2 Ir'H be hard climsing the mouncair, bar should ke o

down,

3 Everyore would like to dance, sc lecs clearthe .. .. .o acd sades as muca
space a: we can in tae middle ol 1he faor.

4 Speaking to the press aboul whars poing on s 0 i close to Cre witnl

5 Tknaw the parcy is costing a lor, o you have to - . the boat ow
oeasionally,

A Tow's heen in the e e mweT since e lost his ob,

Triat Smon 1o stie’s his oo e i = e never knows whea i%s serter 1o say

noching.

& Tilon't trost Paul  [d steer . of him it L were vou,

Huere are some more idioms based on sading concepts. Match cach idiom on the ‘eft with Qs
cxplanaricn on the nghr. {Notc that tack = direction taken in sailing in order to catch the
wind.}

1 clange leck be farmliur wer hoe thengs are done

3 knuw the ropss be in a weak mental or _:-h}«'su.'al condition
3 rry a different ok act in a way that is not ¢xirems

4 learr the ropes rake a different course of acsion

3 be a guivering wreck get to xnow how to do things

& steer a midele covrse attempt o do something in 2 ditferent way

Completz each sentcoce with an idiom from the lef-hand page or from exercise 43.3.

1 Teuve things as 1h+y ATEHTS BRITEE M7 50 e o+ oo e e
1Give Twin answers. ]

Z Fuveryihing must seem scrange at firss, bur vou'll soon ...

A Finish your eourse before yoa go travelling — chere’s re pmnt in.

4 Parents usually try e e« bEbwesn leniency and sivicness.

3 Sally's very misezable - do you Lnow whv shcs - :

& The new boy is bound to b feeling .. cnk day at
schoal — perhaps you can help.

7 Things are not working our = lot's ... - - [Give two

answers.)

8 1 hate job ictervicws = I always .. e e el 2 thenn
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Science, technology and machines

Engines and cars

Look at these conversations. The second speaker uses an idiom ro agree with what the first
speaker says.

E\'ﬂ:
Lars:

Ron:

Peter:
Olga:

Mick:
Hugh:

Ben:
Will:
Mia:

Jim:
Russ:

We'll have ro ger ready to start work on the new system.
Yes, we'll have to get into gear, [ supposc.
{like putting a car into gear before driving)

I hate having Lisa in my car. She always tells you what you're doing wrong, or when
the lights have gone red, and so on,
Yes, she's a real back-seat driver, isn’t she?

I think we've spent over the budgert these last three months. We'll have to be more
careful.
Yes, we'll have to put the brakes on our spending; we've paid out some large sums.

Things are going well these days, aren't they? Everything's working quietly and smoothly.
Yes, things are ricking over nicely,
(A car engine ticks over when it is running quictly, but the car is not moving.)

Well, 1t was quite an angry meeting, but 1 think it was good that people could just say
exactly what they were thinking and get angry if they wanted to.

Yes, | think it was good that they were able to let off steam.

(like a steam engine which lets off steam to reduce the high pressure that has built up)

I'm glad we organised our own travel instead of going with a group, aren’t you?
Yes, I'm glad we decided to go under our own steam.

-B Electricity, phones and radio

If you ... this means ...

get your lines/wires crossed there is a misunderstanding between you and
somegne

are on the same wavelength as someone you view the world or think in the same way

{wavelength = fixed position on a radio band, e.g. FMIAM) | as them

blow a fuse/gasket (gasker = kind of seal in an engine) you lose your temper and react very angrily
1o an event

Lgive someone a buzz you phene them (informal)

-C Other idioms from the world of technology and machines

The government is back-pedalling over its plans to lower taxes. [is beginning to say the
opposite of what it said before, like pushing the pedals of a bicyele backwards)

His comments really put/threw a spanner in the works. [spoilt something, e.g. a plan, or
prevented it from succeeding]

She always buys the latest, state-of-the-art computer. [one which has all the newest fearures)

Plans for a new bridge across the river are in the pipeline. [are being discussed/prepared but
are not public yet]
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Exercises

Want ta let off steam conight?

We're on vour wavelengih

Lacal Radio is changing, and here at

Homestyle FM we believe vou'll want

to lister ta us with gur new
programmes for the autuomn,

Are you paying too much 101'_
your meblle phone? Call us on
07965 34352 and find out how

Advertistmenis often use idioms to scll producs. Match cach slogan with its toxn.
3 State-af-the-art digital lechnology in your hame
4 (Give us a buzz for lower biils

Ry 20015, w6t TV channels will ne
longer browdeast in the traditional way.
Buy a new TV sel pow ammi yon will be

ready for the changes.

At Bmadnet.com we Gtm' mare

chatTooms where you can say what
you think sbout everything than any

you can pay less.

PR U ST e o

other internct Service Provider.

Apres with what A savs. Compl:te each responsc with an u:llom from the lcft hand page,

Hee e-mail caused real probicms for our plans, cide't it?
Yes, it really e e e I -
1 think (;Lorge 15 begn ng o char ge l~|s mmd abouf ]01ru~1g our committee.
Yes, ae seems to be ... - e e bt e s

Wow! Eric really lost his 'crnpcr last nlght d.1dn T he’

Yes, he absolutely . e e oo«
Gocd. Things szem m b, nise and qulet a-ld workng smoothlv

: Yes, everything soems 1o be (057 QuiotlV oo i i e e e

It seermns there was a misur.derstanding betweer. us.

: Yes, T ihink we . . e e i e i
N ‘ ‘“]'II‘H W ‘-‘]Un.lll ;—I\;E 1I\l\;'| H (;H 11 [ ‘V\;n |'|r

Ye-, it’s prohably o good wlea we

Which idinms di these pictures make you think of?

Rewrite cach sentence with an idiom from cxercise 44.3.

T Iz took ns a long eime ra really start ro do onr waork propetly and eff.cieoly.
2 Rrall i.‘i I l]r rhrjsr. I‘l"(}p'f,‘ \\"hf) EL_"\‘\;"_'{‘;' L'_Ill)".": thf 'l)?_'l.'} hr‘l[r:r ’_hi]ﬂ !]lﬂ !‘.E.'rﬁr_lll d['[vil‘.?..
3 there are plans ‘or 5 aew ralway, bar icwi'l be sivme vears before the pvofea stmis.

443
-1
2
A
3
44.2
1 A
B:
2 A
B
3 OA:
L:
4 A
B
5 A
R
A A
R
443
44.4
44.5

L R A

Froryone needs fo et

Yo v res |HV [l s Spammer
Busiiess is ticking .
we"l have to put the : brakes .

Complete cach sentence with a preposinon or particle.

the sime wavelengib.
........ L. Y OWH SleaT.
- hleEnm ULI_"rI.'-'i -'_]'."1:1“ Y.
tie works.
nicely these davs.
with repatd o how moch we spend.
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Finger, thumb, hand

Tdioms connected with the hand can refer to ownership, control, acting and exercising skills,

--A Idioms based on the fingers
In these conversations, the second speaker repeats the meaning of the idiom in bold.

Alison: Rosa had all the statistics at her fingertips.
Geoff:  Yes, | was amazed she was able to quote them immediately.

Ron:  I'm getting my exam results tomorrow. Keep your fingers crossed for me!

Par: Yes, | will. 'll be wishing you good luck all day and hoping you do well.
Ben: 1 think he’s put his finger on the problem.
Liz: Yes, | think he’s identified exactly what’s wrong.

Mick:  Jane never lifts a finger at home.
Nancy: I know. She never helps out. She’s so lazy.

Larry: He got his fingers burnt in a financial deal in 1998,
Lily:  Yes, | know. He suffered badly and lost a lot of money ar the time.

Oscar:  Paula has really got green fingers, hasn’t she?
Ruth:  Yes, everything she plants in her garden seems to grow beautifully.

‘. B Idioms based on the thumb and the whole hand

example meaning

The plan has been given the thumbs up/down. has been approved (up) or rejected (down)
That office block sticks/stands out like a sore looks different from everything else in its
thumb next to such a beautiful park. environment (in a negative sense)

As a rule of thumb, always write down the code, | as a general, useful rule

The boss has given me a free hand at work. allows me to take whatever action | want te

Ed can turn his hand to any job round the house. | has the skill/ability to do unfamiliar jobs without
any previous experience

Things got out of hand and the police arrived. got out of control

| don't really have any first-hand knowledge of direct / from experience
nature conservation.

That restaurant has changed hands twice. been sold 1o a new owner

| have my hands full with three children. am very busy / have a lot of things to do
I'd like to try my hand at scuba-diving one day. try it for the first time

| play golf occasionally just to keep my hand in. in order not to lose my skilltknowledge
| always like to have a dictionary to hand when available; nearby

I'm reading English newspapers.

Give me a hand with this big box, will you? help me, e g. to carry/life it

I've washed my hands of the whole project as it stopped being involved in
caused so many problems.
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45.1

45.2

45.3

Exercises

Complere these idioms with band’s), Fingers, or thmb(s).

|
3

[T

o~

Re
1

[havemy . full ar the office these davs. I'm doing cwro peaple’s jnbs.
I'm sorry, bor the plans seen given the ... down by the committec.
She’s keen given o free L + v w0 change the coivice computer system tor tac
o hl)]f (] ._\'I'Ip._r}'

Yes, he's juse lezy, You're mghe You've pur vour .. . on it

Things are geIrNg 0ut 0F e i v o o 3 %E NCEd SOMEONE L0 crgan 8¢ things
properly.

Asarale of . s s v ome ¥OU SEOUND mever use tac present pertecr in Eaglish witk

werds ke }'vsrerda} or Faar year buz j¢uznalisss do it somctimes.
It you need kelp with youar garden, ask Liz — s2e% got green

1 get my exam result: tomerrow, Keep vour P o&scd for me'

Their teemage kids never lifta . ... m home, they jus: leave evervthing to
1€ pArents.

That chop has cherued e i Tis wwned by soiezone from Hong
Kong row.

write the underdined part of each senience with an adiom from the el hand page.

I think it would ke gond if you gor soms divect experience o workiag in a pocr count:y
betore werking Enr an aid t,rﬂan sanon at kome.

Jerrv kas wi “he club connminez e was so dispusted that he just
qu:t, zrid never wants to se¢ any of ther apain.

That new power satinn on the coast is such an wply sighe! You'd think they wialid Lave
Bu:lt it to blend ir wita the landscape.

Eave you ever kad a_go ot water-skiing? My sister’s ol a boat if vou would like to trw

[ always have 1o have the cookbook pipht cexe to e wher I'm tryving out & aew rec pe.
['m =00 buw o play fooilall evers “P*k T, lun 1 I‘t'a”)‘ shiondd I: |.1y T r|‘1|[1||n|||> ]uﬁt s}

She lo‘.t ot baadly oo re stock ¢ \Lh,nw_l S bo u;,l"r skires 1 an Interret Cimpany Lhat
went l".mklulll.

Correct Uie nnistikes in these wions.

1

P

De you thing you coud bring me a hand rhis weekend? [ have o inove seme furciturs 0
QU summer cottame,

H you're the st of person whe s prepared to make your hined o uryiking, youl’ be able
to eara a lor of ey people are always laoking “or willing, wio-ke-s.

Ewas very pleaszd when they 10hl e oy project had baen given the up thamb

T eecided to warn my bands wiih the whole idea and 10 have no involvement whartsoover

i

T¥ von wan to maxe a good impression ar a business meeting, it 55 4 gond ides o aave all
the Taews aned fyguees m vaur fngemop.

Te build a horrible conzrete beidge over such a beawtitul river is terrble, I stands out like
a sick thumis!

Lowo < agamn at the idivimis on the tefi-hand page znd see il you can see any furthe- pacemn ol mearings
for the different sets of idioms connectec with hards, fingers anc thumbs. Waat do fingers da! are
the thumkb idions dilferent? Make 2 few notes ir you-Vocabulay wieboak and see if your ideas are
st valtd as 24d wher you ade new idioms connected with the seywards,
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' Foot, heel, toe

Foot

Several idioms involving the word foot refer 1o someone’s personal situation,

example

meaning

You're an adult now; you have to learn to stand
on your own two feet.

be independent; look after yourself

I'm rushed off my feet at work.

extremely busy/hectic

He's famous, but he's always kept both feet on
the ground.

always remained normal and realistic

| accepred the job, but then got cold feet.

became afraid to do it

Don't worry, It will take you a while to find your
feet. It's always like this in a new job.

get used to things: feel you can cope

Nancy and | got off on the wrong foot.

our relationship started badly

The children are always under my feet when I'm
trying to do the housework.

in my way, disturbing my activities

He really seems to have landed/fallen on his feet.
He got a new job and found a flat within a week
of arriving in the cicy.

been very lucky or successful in a difficult situation
(The idiom is based on the notion that cats always
land on their feet when they fall.)

She lived at home for a while, but got itchy feet
again and went off travelling for a year.

got a desire to travel

I

Other idioms with foot refer more o actions.

1 really put my foot in it when I told Mario 1 hated lralian food; he’s lralian! Jaccidentally

said/did something very embarrassing]

I think vou should put your foor down and say no. |assert vour authoriry or independence|

He followed in his farher’s footsteps and became a docror. [take the same course of action as

somebody else|

Heel and toe

These two idioms with heel refer to preventing or slowing down movement.

I don't think Sara wants to join us; she’s dragging her heels a bir. [deliberately being slow]

They're digging their heels in and refusing to compromise. [refusing to change their position]

The boss always keeps us on our toes. [keeps us busy; makes us give our full energy to our

work]|

Whenever you find idioms that seem to have something in commen in their meaning (as with the two
-9
[ feel idioms or the foot idioms referring to situations), group them together on one page in your
Vocabulary notebook. Add any new idioms that have similar meanings as you meet them.
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46.1

46.2

46.3

46.4

Exercises

Match cach idiom en the loft with its definition on the right,

4

DR ced T e LA B

have itchy feet be very busy

tind vour feet start off in a bad way

Bz under someone’s feet feel familiar with zometaing
tandstall or your teet be restless / want o rave.

gez off on the weang foot regres a decision

ke rusked off your feat remain connected to the real world
ges cold feet be constantly in the.way

stend on your cwn two fest be luckysuccessEal

keep beth feet on the orouad lbe indenerdent

Write sentences which relate to your life with any fve of the idioims in the st in exercise 46.1.
EXAMILE | applid for w place of wn Amercwn onidsiy ond wbf aenthed, bof thin . gof wld fur

Rewrite these sentences with five of the idioms from exercize 46,1,

1

e P

4

3

['sa:d T would jein Jim on the protest march, but then zegretted it and didn't go at zll.

She was very busy in the shop last month, but she’s pleased rhar the Lusiness is doing well.
Fie'll have to learn ta make his own decisiors now that he'’s at collzge and net living at
honie any mens.

Mavis and T atarted ofl raiher 'il:|[]|y wl e shies firnt j-:lil'h-![] the CITTIQET Y, L nowe were
Wl]TI‘(i”t" \'HT}' 'Nl""l r(]t;ﬂrht‘r.

' feeling cextless chese days, 1'd love tu go off on a backpaclang hohday somewhere,

“Which idioms da dhese picrures make you think of?

True or false? Tick () the correct box. True  False
1 If you drag vour acels, vou deliborately act siowly or delay somcthiag. [ C
2 Uf vou pur your foot dowr, vou tcll someons very drmlvtoactima

parricalar way. L i
3 If someorne koops you on your toes, they keep you very excited., [ i
4 If vou follow in someonc’s footsteps, they are your boss and you ars

below them. C =

If vou dig your hezls i, you are very determined oot o be persuaded to
do something you con’ want to do.

|
LJ

Use a good dicdenary to find the maanings of thesa idiems if you do net already know them,
fost the Dill

toe the lne

hardthat on the heels of
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Bones, shoulder, arm, leg

Idioms and meaning associations

Sometimes groups of idioms have some aspect of meaning in common, For example, our
bones are inside our body, they have flesh/mear on them and they form our skeleton. Note
how some basic associations of the word bone(s) play a part in this meaning of these idioms.

example ! meaning association
| have a bone to pick with you. You have done something Animals pick the flesh off bones

that has anncyed me, and we | when they eat their prey.
must discuss it.

She's going to get that job: | can
feel it in my bones.

| have a feeling deep inside Bones are deep inside us.
me [ an instinct.

How best 1o use the money we raised | People are arguing and Animals fight over bonesiffood,
has become a bone of contention. disagreeing over it.

Let's try and get 1o the bare Get to the heart | the most The bones are our skeleton,
bones of the problem. basic aspects of the problem. | our basic form,

Shoulder and arm
Main association: Shoulders supporr or carry things.

She has a chip on her shoulder about the fact that she was not promoted in her job years
ago. |blames other people for something negative that has happened to her and goes on
carrying these feclings for ever|

Fiona, can [ talk to you? I'm having a horrible time and | need a shoulder to cry on,
|sympathy or support in time of trouble]

You are not alone in your fight against the authorities. We will stand shoulder to shoulder
with you. [support you in a difficult time]

1 didn’t have much success trying to get to know that good-looking guy at the party. He gave
me the cold shoulder. [reacted to me in an unfriendly or cold way for no obvious reason)

Main association: Arms hold and/or control things.

I didn’t really want to do the job, but he twisted my arm and I said ves. [persuaded me to do
something [ didn’t really wane to dol

I don’r really want to talk to her I've been trying to keep/hold her at arm’s length. [keep a
distance berween myself and her)

Leg

I haven't really won the lottery. I was only pulling your leg. [only joking / trying to fool you]
He'll find it difficult to convinge the police that he’s innocent. He hasn’t (got) a leg to stand

on really. [has nothing to support his claim or position]

There are ten units in this book that deal with idioms connected with the body. Try to build a picture in
E your mind of a human body as you work through the units and remember which parts of the body are
maost strongly associated with idioms, e.g the hand.
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Exercises

47.1  Use idioms to complete the network,

. Abong of e e The e houes
BOME
rf/—.-\- o \\
—”’J’ \\\
Thave a IONE e i s s Tean fecl s e

47,2 Usc the idioms from cxercise 47.1 1o rewrite these sentences in as bricf a way as possible.
bwan e talk 1o yoa adbout snmething very snying that youl harve: iane.

“his buek will g vou she mest b wmbsmmation, but i desat ge e grear detadl
1 doa'c think we shocld allow the cost o aecome a mateer thay we argue 2o,
There’s going to be trouble at werk. 1 can scally sense it :n a subconscions way.

B R e

47.3  Choos: the correct answer.

I Jamet fas e e |1ip on hier shoulder becruse she never por chinge to BOTD tnivel‘Fit}'.
a3 She i cdisadyvantapec o eying <o find a ol
E} She has an ambition she has nor ver falfited,
¢) She carries a nogetive feeling abor i chroughour her life.

2 Brian s pulliog Heleo's Loy,
a) He is annayiaeg her 21 He is trying to fool ker aboos sometheng.
-, He is attacxing e

3 Lowse needs a shoulder o ory on.
al She needs o ooy poalicly. by She accds a frieod = hster 1y ber troales
¢} Sac needs someathing te ory asont.

-4 Rira is rying to twist Sallys arm Decausz sac wants 20 dorrow Saly’s ¢rr

al Rita is trying 1o perstade Sally even though Sally docin’t weanr to do 1t
by Tuta is t-ying to Blackoall Sally to do ir,
¢} Rita is teying te pay Sally w0 lenc he- caz

5 Lerna gave Marx the cold shoalder wher he asked her to go with lem <o the scheool parry.
ab She put her heac on Mark’s choulder in 2 romantic way,
k) She rubbed her shoulder agairst Mark's a5 1 way of sayiog “ves',
e} She behaveld in ¢ sl disinn way ad said “no’.

6 Clﬂl’t‘ Sai"l .‘1'""" ‘o\.’l-.'lJl(: .\Tﬂ"ld \hl)”ldﬁl L1 .‘1'|1l'l||]d1.'|' ‘A'i[l'l L'Cllﬁ.
a) She promised t fighs leene wich alf
b) She promised 1o stand neve to Leene ina guene for somerlding,
el She prnmw[-cf o spoart Trene 1 ifreudl sinereon.

et srength,

47.4  Write a senience or a couple of sentences for each of these iciioms 1o show thenr neaning.

l.cldrkeep semence at arm’s lengzh aot kave a lef, @0 stand cn

47.5  Here are two msee idioms nsing aqm which are noc on the lefi-hand page. Using a dictionary
g if necessary, compleie cach idivin.
{ The tic<ess for the Michael Jackson concorr cost os agram aned & .0 e 0 e oo
thoy were the mast expensive 1 have ever bonghr.
Ithink Yl ... - ™y g:m and apply for thatjeb. T kaow 'n not a: all
d, bue vz -,or notthg o 03¢ oy applying.
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Head

Emotions
Head is used in a number of idioms that relate to emorions and staying calm and in contral,

keep your head
[keep calm, especially in a difficult
or dangerous situation)

be banging or hitting your head
against a brick wall
[ask someone to do something

lose your head which they won't do]

|panic or lose control| bring something to a head /

something comes to a head
[an unpleasant situation is so
bad that it has ro be dealr with]

laugh/scream/shout your head off
[laugh/screamy/shout very much
and very loudly (informal)]

If you can keep your head when all around are losing theirs, vou'll be a man, my son.
(written by 19th century poet Kipling)

They were shouting their heads off until late at night and I just couldn’t fall asleep.
Trying to get the boys to tidy their bedroom is just banging vour head against a brick wall.
Andy and Jill had been upset with each other for some time, bur things evenrually came to a

head last night when they had a terrible row.

Thought

Somctimes head is used in idioms to mean the place where ideas or thoughrs are produced.

idiom

meaning

example

put ideas into someone's
head

make someane want to do
something they had not wanted
to do before {usually something
stupid)

Louisa was always quite happy in
the village until Rex started
putting ideas into her head.

get your head (a)round
(usually = can’t get (my) head
(a)round)

come to fully accept or
understand something (informal)

| just can't get my head around
what’s happened. It's been such
a shock!

off the top of your head

without thinking about it for very
long or laoking at something
that has been written about it

Off the top of my head, |
couldn't tell you where they live,
but I could seon find out.

Other head idioms

Rebeced is so beautiful; she alwaus tums heads'
whenever she wolks inko o room. My brother Bamey is
begunning to fall in love with her, but our parents would
like to knock that on the head?. This is o very busy
year for Borvey oand he is going to hove ko work very
hard to keep Wis head above water’. However, he bites/
| snaps their heads off' if they tell him to ignore her,
U'm taking care vot to geb involved. — it's safer to keep

my head down’.
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people notice thar person because
they look interesting or attractive
put a stop o it (informal)

have just enough money in order to
live or keep a business going (an
image from swimming)

speaks ro them angrily

say as lietle as possible in order o
avoid arguments




48.1

48.2

48.3

48.4

Exercises

Whar do these underlined idioms wean?

I Py ez iy kead a-pid how much shes changed vinze she mer Joel.

2 Maw wi'l never yurn heads in the way that her older sister does,

3 You'll lugh your head off when you see Bill wearing = dinner jacker.

4 Dick hadn': had time =0 prepaee a spesch, bur he spoke vory well o the -op of his head.

5 5@ werz you, Ud keep my head down watil the situation impreves.

6 Sam wanrs mo use vour saw to boild a rrechouic — you'd berter knock that idea ¢on the head.

7 My boss snapped my head off just becausc I asked for an exzra day off,

8 It was the firs rime that Joanna kad talked sbout warting to work abroad and her father
blarwd her new boyfriend for purting ideas inte her head.

Complete each senrence with an idiom from the box. Make any other necessary changes.

bang your head agalnst a brick wall bring things te a head came %o a haad keep your head
lose yaur [mad serenn your head off snap scmecne’s heac off

oMl e Wéhie0 she saw a rat under he table,
2 Whm e pllO' annc"u'mc.d tlut r]'e plane was havmr; ergine problems, ol 11y passenge:s
hehaved calmly anc no one . .

T'mi tl)'J.I:Ig o ger him Lo 'lvr' 11 ‘,T.luklng. ]n | T
Yo' ll easily puss yoo- driving tese as ]ung, A you .
[wish bz wouldie . cwhen Lask b about his WUT'\
d Sue liaves nar besn ber[ ng on \’..LU fur some nme now, bur Jack’s rudeness to her

sl v v i oo e oo A0 they had 2 blazing row,
IS pTRRITENT VT DAy em e e e AT A IOCTIRAE Yestorday.

Which wlinmy do these pictures make you think of?

Answer these guestinns.

Hax anyone ever Biden yonr head off2 Why ' they doorhis?

|

2 Thider what cizcumstanees would vou find i hard 1o keep your heads

3 When was e Lest tinwe yoa lavghed your head off?

4 %What kind of persin wonld turn your head in she sereaes

5 (an you think of somenie whos Ty heen criticisz€ Tor putling, ices inre people’s heads?
& Would a business ke plensed if it were keeping its headd «bove watesi XWhy inot)?

% B This uni includes jusc some of the iioms based on the ward head, Lok in & geod dicienary. find
o] three inore idioms and write them dawn = example seneeaces.

0

-
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Face, hair, neck, chest

Face

Qur face presents the image we show people and that is reflected in most of the idioms with face.

idiom meaning example
make/pull a show that you do not like something | Emma pulled a face when she heard that Jim
face by making an unpleasant expression was coming to the party.

keep a straight
face

not to laugh or change your expression
even though you want to laugh

It was all | could do to keep a straight face
when | saw Jim in his new suit.

put a brave face
on something

pretend you are happy about
something when you are not happy

Chris was disappointed about not getting
the job, but he’s put a brave face on it.

take something
at face value

accept something as it looks without
thinking about whether it might. in
fact, not be quite what it appears

| decided to take his words at face value
although my brother told me | was being
naive,

on the face of it

according to the appearance of
something

On the face of it. it's a generous offer. But |
feel there might be a trick in it.

face to face

with another person in their presence
rather than, say, by phene or letter

You should really discuss this with her face
to face.

Hair

Hair in idioms often has associations with being calm and in control.
If you say to someone Keep your hair on! {informal) you mean Calm down!

Her boyiriend has disappeared again. She’s tearing/pulling her hair out!

[getting very anxious {usually used with continuous verb forms)|

My boss didn’t turn a hair when [ handed in my notice. [showed no reaction at all]

Neck and chest

It's uncomfortable at home at the moment because my two flatmates, Tom and Dick, are
ab each other's throats ' all the time. It started when Tom used Dick's computer and
managed to destroy some files. Tom decided to make a clean breast of it?. Now Dick
won't let him use the computer without breathing down his neck * all the time and he's
always goung on about how stupid Tom was. Tom finds this @ real pain in the neck *
and. he wishies he had never got it off his chest”, but had. just let Dick thuk it was
o computer virus that had destroyed his files. Tom knows he is in the wrong, but he
wishes Dick wouldn't keep ramming it down his throat® all the time and would just

show his annoyance by giving him the cold. shoulder '

! arguing in a very angry way *
2 1ell the truth about what he had done so that 3

he did not feel guilty any more 5
3 7

paying close attention to whart he is doing in

an annoying or threatening way

e e T e T

really annoying

told him what he was feeling guilty abowt
forcing him to listen to his opinions
ignoring him in a deliberate way

Note how idioms with throat or neck often describe someone behaving in a way that the
speaker finds aggressive or intrusive. Note also how rhe idea of a guilty secret being a weight
on your chest is reflected in two idioms — make a clean breast of and ger it off your chest.
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Exercises

49.1  Complere each idiom with a word from the box. Usc some of the words more than once.

chast  face bair neck shoulder throak{s)

| bawsn'l zeen enjugeg ny job recently. On the eV of ok, w0 qood ok,
Sk my colleogues dort geb on with coca sbane. Taoy ace wiber b such cther's E
. 2 viwing each othee the cold. et e e d | odo'b ko f
.\.h.uh 5 AbTSE. Mq boss s alueys broaathay dowe vy L o amd rarmiag f
Wiz reackoniry views down my o5 rmd. P.U" o worible caln in tra '
................ S0 kad b sek my fooings off my T arn., aday, :
| draidec oo wivrden myself b s saceetsiy. Sedderly, |orealised. that my bass .oz H
standing sthind. me. “Pu skould bave fld me Siis . L. o L ;
. LB e ssio and, withost turng @ . U He addzd
You're firedV | was 39 Angry bres | palted a ! at I»m .rmd. stormes, j,
ik of the affize. !
LSEFE ot a8 el it T— P il
49.2  March the hegimming of each sentence on the left with its ending on the right.
1 You by to keep a stralght sace when you get very upset about scinething,
2 Yon pat a brave face co something when gou zdmin in delng somebing wrong.
3 Yoo can be said to be palling your Raie out when you: cocep it inca straighdorsanl way,
4 Yow make 2 clean rensr of someching when you sire showing your anger,
5 Yoo moy nehe s Qe when your want ta control vour laughsen
£ You take soanething ar face value when you de'iberately imore them,
7 You may be told to kezp your hair o when gor are not pleased about scmethineg,
R Yiu give someone the cold shunslder when you uy o Iide your disappaintmens.

4%.3

arrect the mistakes 1n these idioms.
Raose’s father didn’t pull a hair when she told hiw sbe was going to ger marzied,

C

1

2 1 wish my bass would let me get on wizh iy work instead oF breathing down che neck.
3 You skould tell im directly how yoo feel nnher <lian just giving him the cold shoolders.
4
5
fi

Mina iz very worried abeuc ber hushand's itliess, but she’s putting ber brave face oo it
Keep your hair cp!

5 10 you talke what they say with face value, you'll soon ger disappointed.
Having e do homework is such an ache in the neck!?

8 Lhave =o'l yun a sernible secrec. il go mad if § den't get it on my chest soan.

49.4  Which idivms da these pictures make you think of?
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’ Eyes

The eyes are the basis of a large number of idioms, Note the idioms and their meanings in
these paragraphs.

ey prI—,
evebrow ""’;’-__::"\) /___,,_\ / eyelid

| couldn't believe my eues' when | first saw her. She was so beaudiful, |
Just couldn’t keep my eyes off? her, | tried to cabch her eye’ to say hello.

As 4 teacher myself, | know that teaching is not easy. You always have to keep an eye on'
the students, but somedimes gou just have to turm a blind eye® if they behave badly. If you
m.m‘muaMy,ya«havewymmemﬁsmerww‘

g, o

Jenny and | were good friends ok frst, but now we don't see eye to eye’. | know
- the fack thab we stopped being friends raised. o few eyebrows® at the time. 3

Ceould. you run/cast your eye over® this report and see if there are any spelling mistakes? My
| computer's on the Bink'® and the spell-checker refuses to work. These reports are important, and
.faz.w.ysm.ve.éahue.&upmcgsm“mﬁgwssmmw&waﬂqm«nﬁ‘{g

!
1
i

e ol

It all happened. in the blink of an eye'? and vo one could do anything to
prevent b It was horrible. But the police officer standing nearby didn't bat
on eyelid!?. Then something caumght my eye'® which shocked me even more.

e T e et

WMmgmmwammn&gwwwh“hmuw#thsmw J’éms f

indeed a real eye-cpener'®. {

e et —— e et e e e F

! couldn’t believe whar | was secing ! observe carefully

? couldn't stop looking art her 12 extremely short time

* ger her attention; make her look at me 13 didn't react ar all

4 keep your attention on 14 made me look

* ignore behaviour which you know is wrong  '* made me understand for the first nme
¢ aware of all the problems there could be '8 an event or situation that [ unexpectedly
7 agrec with each other learnt something from

& surprised/shocked people

9

have a quick look at

is beginning to break down and go wrong,
probably because it is old {ro blink means o
close and open your eyes very quickly)
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50.4

50.2

50.3

Exercises

Write @ suitably response e each of these remarks with an diom. Use the keyword in brackers.

i A; Oh! We're doing 38 and the speed limit s 50. Theie's a police car there?

B: Don't worry, if it's just over rhe linit, they asvally ... .. .. . .. .. .{GBLINI)
2 A: There's Petra ove: there. 1 wonder if she’s seen us?

B 1don't knaw. Ve wave and see if we cin e s e ACATCH,
3 A Ave you mwd Snlly not foends any more?

B My, s ren'ly, we juse don'r [T 11 18]
4 A: 1s there samerhing woong Wlth "hlq [\hutn"npxer’

B: Yes, iL's been _for a while naws jBLINK])

S A Was it an inferesring rxperisnre wu:klﬂp [m acmul Services?
RBr Yes, [ learin a lot of things, It was a read .

& A: Diel vhw resct in any wey when you ti'd her the awul news?
Be Naoy she didni't oo i e s e - {BAT

e oo {OPFN

Circle the correct word to complete cach sentence.

1 [f yeu want o be a professional alliete, you have to pointo ic with vour sre/ gves apen.
2 Wl vou cast your eve { eyss over Shis repoct T have to buosd it in toimorrow,

3 Frik is so crazy aboui Muargarer. Took al him® He can® <eep his pve £ eves ofl her!

4 The events of as niply realy opened my gye £ pyes 1@ just how arregane he reatly s

3 L ooulde’t beleve my eve / eves when | saw wkhar a mess they had made of 1le romn.

Hewrite the underbined parr of cach senteace with an eye idiom.
Arn zecident can happen so i

His behavicur at the meeting sucpwised a few seople.
You should taks nto censideration, your chaaces of premetias when tiking up a new joh.
A very strange ﬁlp_ at forced e 1y lowl @r [ was dll\lllg ulor i I|1r mecraay \e:ﬁ[en‘_l.i\'

e b

Here are some random examples from a computer database containing lines from real
conversalinns. The figvres in diamond brackets, eg. <s1>, <s2», mean ‘first speaker’, “second
speaker’, ¢te. How many of the examples vse eye as an idiom. and how many wse the word
eye in irs literal sense as *the organ we see with'? Lse a dictionary if neeessary.

go into town and g9t erm an aye tést. <sl> Moo, <g8 > T oW
you er kosp an eye outk Tor trarape, do Fou iken?
I yoar mind's eye how are you going tc 4o that?
<pl> 3o I'll keep o general eye on L. And er «<ad> Yeab
<g1> There's something -n -uy eye. There’s thas shing floaling
Aifficnlt to pub thal wo your eye. You aloo have Lo Liave one eya
gond affer’ <sZ> Yeal it caught my eye <sl> Yoall it's
I'm casting wy eye over this form anc [ thing

W -2 ook N -

wr

thiz year «s4> Just keep an eye out for It <gd> Yean.

10 <335 You'll have to keep an eye ¢n her =sl> ¥eah, «s8> Oh my
11 30 you'rs about eye level with the monitor

12 saw hepr out of the corner of my eye. <53 Her lipsgtick 15 all over
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Ear, lips, mouth, nose, teeth, tongue

Ear

The association of ear with hearing/listening is prominent in most of these idioms.

example

meaning

In my opinion, you should just play it by ear.

respond to the situation as it occurs, don't decide
what to do beforehand

Do you play the guitar from music or by ear?

play without music; just by sensing the right notes

| couldn’t believe my ears when she told me.

couldn't believe what | was hearing

Bill never listens when you tell him important things.

doesn’t listen or pay attention; forgets things

It just goes in one ear and out the other. immediately

Go on! Tell me the gossip. I'm all ears! I'm very keen to hear what you have o tell me.

Other face idioms: lips, mouth, nose, teeth, tongue

Some literal associations remain strong in these idioms. But remember, these are only
guidelines, and some idioms may be less transparent in their meanings.

Main association: Lips are associated with saving/talking.

The company pays lip service to the principle of equal rights for women. [says it believes in,
but does not carry out|

I promise [ won't tell anyone. My lips are scaled. (I shall keep the secret / tell no one|

Main association: Mouths are associated with speaking or earing,

I heard about the school by word of mouth. Everyone said it was good. [by being told directly]
Those cream cakes are really mouth-watering / making my mouth water. Take them away
before | eat them all! [making me want to eat them)

Main association: Noses are associated with feelings/reactions and involvement.

Stop poking/sticking your nose into other people’s business! {interfering in|

You shouldn’t turn your nose up at 200 pounds a week. It’s better than nothing. [refuse]
That new secretary gets right up everybody’s nose. Someone will have to talk to the boss
about it before it's too late. [annoys/irritates everyvone]

Main association: Teeth are associated with hard work / determination / struggles,

He achieved it in the teeth of serious opposition. |despite]

[ escaped disaster by the skin of my teeth. {1 only just escaped a disaster]

We can't change what's happened. We'll just have to grit our teeth and do our best ro carry
on as before. [accept the situation and handle it with determination]|

Joe is lying through his teeth. | never said any such thing! [telling a deliberate lie]

Main association: Tongues are associated with speaking.

I was upser by her remarks, but I bit my tongue. [remained silent; didn’t react|

Her name’s on the tip of my tongue, but [ just can’t remember it, [l know it and will be able
to remember it very soon|

Where idioms do carry indirect associations with their literal meanings, try 1o group them in some way,
e.g. 'lips and tongue are associated with speaking’, as this may help you to remember them.
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51.1

51.2

51.3

5l1.4

Exercises

True or Falsei Tick () the correct box for these starements. True Talse

1

If somenne plays a musical instrumene by ear, they zan read the
noees direetly from a sheee of musie.

L .
If your Lps arz scaled, vou refuse o rell oraes poople a secret you <new. U L
If you escaped by the skin of vour tzeth, you orly just sseaped and
came close o disaster. O 7
[} a poesoa gess up vour ause. vow a7C ¢2zzy aboue them and can't stop
thinxing of them. J a1
Iz vou azkieve someth:ng in <he teeth of opposizion, vou do it it spize of
that cpaositicn, O |
I information spreads by wond cf mouth, icis kepn as 1 szerec kaown
ony taa small rumber of prople. i m

Fewiite each umilerlined idicwn with a literal l‘.xllr(-'ssiun that Las the same JI'lE:hIiIlR.

2

She said seme very hurtful things to me, sur U-ust kit my torgue, becavse | didn’t waar o
show her I wes apsct.

[ can’t really acvisz vou or how to a¢aave at tae iatervicw, Just play it by car, and I'm
suze you'll be grear.
The government pays lip service to low taxes, hut then outs up :nd.rect zaxes without

poople reaising it

We ofleced hirn a holidiy at co- howse cear the weecly bus be feemed his nose up s i
He saidd, "D vo0 want 1o hear seme gessip abont Tooeane D h 27 1 saic, *Oh ves! Tell me.
o adt eary.”

[ wish you worlde't poke your teee Il o-her penple affzirs.

The takle was piled Eigh witl - “watering: e isaes.

Correct the mist: kes in these idigims.

B L b —

[ L)

Here are four more idions which are nol on the lefe-hand page. Using a duwtiomary if

There’s ne point talkieg to her Everything juss erters one ear and lcaves the other,

T just dida's Eelicve in my ear when they zold me [ had won Fret prize.

Wher 1 snew how bad the situation was, I just grouad my teeth and continued fighting,
The narc of the village where Le lives 1s on the top of my tongue. Give me a fow minute:
and [l remeicker it B

Whart she said s simply not true. She's lvicng with Ler tooth,

The sight of 'l those delicions pivzas is wareriog iy mouth, Tan Prooooa dieg so 7
shuondde®t really have a1y

neeessary, choose i cntrea answer,

1

2

My kears was in my menth,

a} 1 was feeling i1, b 1 was besliog anxiousne vous, & T was Lalling in love.
Could I have a werd ia your ear?
a} Couold you el me the fucis? bl Could T1ell vou a secrer?

L':I Coule T '.i_’:lt‘ill: 1€ el prival‘t‘ly‘?

These preople just live from hand winosuth.

ay They steal food. k) They pust esrn enough money s sutvive.

] They ear witl their hands.

The bess was foaming at the mewtl when e emerged how much money had been lost.,
a) He wes fechny sick. h} He was spurtiag at people. ¢i He was very angry.
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Heart

———
B A rFeclings

idiom

meaning

example

open your heart

share your deepest feelings

Tony opened his heart to me.

bare your heart/soul

share secret (often dramatic)
feelings with someone else

| find it rather painful to bare my
heart to anyone else.

pour your heart out

share secret worries with
somecne else

Imelda poured her heart out to
me — | wished | could help her.

your heart misses/skips a
beat

you suddenly feel so excited or
frightened that your heart beats
faster

When | first saw Pat, my heart
missed a beat. | knew he would
be important to me.

someone's heart is in the

right place

someone is good even if they
sometimes behave the wrong way

He is a bit rude sometimes, but
his heart is in the right place.

have a change of heart

change your opinion or the way
you feel

Ben wants to buy the boat before
his wife has a change of heart.

break someone’s heart

make someane very sad (often
someone who loves you)

It breaks my heart to see the
refugees on the news.

your heart sinks

start to feel sad or worried

My heart sank as Bob approached.

a man/woman after my own
heart

you admire them because they
do or believe the same as you

He loves dogs — he's a man afrer
my own heart!

talk to someone heart-to-
heart / have a heart-to-heart

you have a serious conversation
and express your feelings openly

They had a heart-to-heart and
sorted out their differences.

take something to heart

take something (usually criticism)
seriously

Don't take it to heart He really
didn’t mean to upset you,

Determination

lose heart

|stop believing that you can succeed]

to your heart’s content

[you do it as much as you want to

because you enjoy it}

put your heart and soul into something

[put a great deal of effort and
determination into something]

set your heart on something / have

your heart set on something
[you are determined to achieve
something]

know something by heart / learn
something off by heart
[memorise it so that you can recite

it perfectly|

Paul didn’t lose heart even though he had failed his driving test six times.

Rowena put her heart and soul into a project aimed at helping blind children.

Tom set his heart on / had his heart set on emigrating to Australia.

When you've done your homework, you can play computer games to your heart’s content.

Actors get very good at learning things by heart.
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521

502

52.3

52,4

Exercises

Match cach remark on the left with the persen who the remark might be addressed to e the
right.

T D't lose hzasr! Someene whe has a rather unrealistic ambiticn.

2 Dot dake it o hesre! Aloved one who is causing you grief.

3 You're a man after my own kear?! Somcune who has to give a specch,

4 Len't ser veus hears oo ir! homcong with che saine tastes.

5 Learn i by heart! Someene who s feeling ciscouraged.

& You're breaking my heart! Somvone with 2 scoree to share.

¥ Your leart is in the nghr placs! Somenae whe s upset atrer brinp eriniztsed.

8 You can open your heacl o me! A kinel 2erson wae trieg toodo che agh- tmng [ber

dosn't always succeed).
nmplete cach senience with andiom from the lefi-hand page.

C
1 My. - e vwr o When e kandsome man smilse at rc.
2 V’hcn Weoare on ho]tca}, rl-c ch|]dre1 zan l"u Id zandcasrles
whi.e we lic co the beacl and read.
m used o suppert tae Greea P'lrry, hur he's . J—
4 Jf vou ask Roy to help yor, I'm sure he’ll .,
job w:ll be knistec tn no time.
5 It's nora good idea to - o a jourraiist unless von
wANL YOUT Seccets to become pul)ln. knawl dhe 'Gl\-l., Lhm_ Answirs.)
6 Your disserrat:on is neary ficished, so don't .
Tt . 10 se€ ry hmlheu il

- e
of himsell.

kill_P, such a foc

{Give two answers,)

E My e

Rewrite cach underlined idiom with a literal expression that means the same.

- wien I realised pay day was st:ll a week awiw

Emily 11} had ser ker acarr o getting 2 pronotion. She had beer 12) putting her brast and
soul inte ber wark, bt had not ver been offered a betrer position. So she decided oo (3] have
a keart ro heart with her boss, Over sevcral cups of cotfec she i4) poured her hearr vuctc
kim, telling ham all ahour her achizvements and her ambitions. Her hass listencd (53 with a
sinking hearr. When she had finished (8] baritg her acar, he saic: “You'rc a grear worker,
Emily, and {7} t kears is cortainly in e right place. In many ways, (8] you'rc a woman
after wy cwn heast Bur you do need 2o improve on your people skells befors we can consides
promoting you. [ Dan't lose heart, though. I'm sure vou will make it one davw.’ Emily 1163
took Ius words 1o heart and was ar fist very upsct. But then she bought a book called People
skills and Howe ra Get Fhem and decided she'd 1110 learn it b beart,

Answer these questions.,

1 Wha: might a oy wao is very grod ar playing the guitar s=t his Liza-t a3 domng?

2 If you do semething to vour aeart’s contzrt, do you do it very wall or do it a ict?

2 If you say that someone is a woman aiter yeur own Learr, deoyou iear that she likes you
or that she i3 ke vour

4 1f you say that someone’s Fear: is i the vigar place, wie vou praising them:

3 If your heart misses a beat, whicl of these raizht v « exciied, afraid, in lave?

¢ Whao does 3 tecnage gicl often open her heart o

7

Why mizkt a woman have o change of heart about g=tling warried and what would she
then co?
8 What scrs of thing migh: biek o yvoung laver's Lean ?
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Brain, mind, blood and guts

Brain

If you have something on the brain (informal), you can’t stop

thinking or talking about one particular thing.

If you pick someone’s brains, you ask for information or advice
from a person who knows more about something than you do.

The phrase the brain drain is used to refer to the movement of
highly skilled and educated peeple from their own country to

another one where they are paid more.

Mind

N
AN

idiom

meaning

example

be a load/weight off your
mind

feel relieved because a worry is
removed

Knowing he was safe was a load
off my mind.

have/keep an open mind

wait until you have all the facts
before forming an opinion

The PM is keeping an open mind
until the report is ready.

have a mind of its own

(of a machine) it doesn't work
the way you want it 1o

My word processor seems to
have a mind of its own.

make up your mind

decide

| made up my mind to leave.
My mind's made up! I'm leaving.

put/set someone’s mind at
rest

help someaone to stop worrying

If it'll put your mind at rest, U'll
phone home every day.

at the back of your mind

always in your mind although you
don't spend too much time
thinking about it

The thought of having to make a
decision soon Is always at the
back of my mind.

in your mind's eye

in your imagination or memary

In my mind's eye | can still see the
house | grew up in.

Blood and guts

If a film is said to be full of blood and guts® (informal), it means that it is very violent.

If something is done in cold blood, or in a cold-blooded way, it is done in a cruelly planned
and unemotional way. It is strongly associated with the verbs kil and murder.

If making someone tell or give you something is like getting blood out of a stone, it is very

difficult to do.

If you say you have a gut feeling/reaction, vou mean that fecling or reaction is instinctive,

If you slog/sweat/work your guts out (informal), you work extremely hard.

* Gurs is an informal word for intestines.
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53.1

53.2

53.3

53.4

Exercises

Match the beginning of cach sentence with its ending.

T Gerting hie o agees o saeel momey s ke his mend a7 rosc

2 He exluuaisl bacause he's been slogging ar the back of his mind.

3 T'omsire the dovear will set pick his brains.

4 Twe got tha: compoter garie in his mind’s eve.

5 He can =ull see ker quire clzarly getting blood our of a stone,
6 He mries noc e thirk abour i, but it's aiwavs cold-plooded.

7 It you can't de it a'ene, vou could try to ais guss oat,

8 Crimes of passions ars less horribic thaa morders which are  on the brain.

Complete each of these idiors with brainis). mind, blood or gutfs,.

There was a lage e e eedr@in e the UK to the US 0 the second Sl ol
the 20k centur v,

2 Knowir_g that you're gobig to take responsibilivy for the 1ob is a major weight off may
k! Mv I e e TERETION (5 00 Cruss him,

4 This horrib hasa .. .. of is own.

5 There 15 toe much blooc and e o TV 16ne darys

£ Tuan't finish chis crossword. Can' 1 pic}( yuur . e ¥

7 The man was worderadl inealid |

8 o see my grocmottet’s face now inmy . S eye.

Complete each senience with an diom from the lefr hand page.
1 The government are rather worried abcut .
21k Le bota tae skirts. | can't .

3 Don’t think we loag aboar he question, Just tell me voar ..

4 Why do seople eajuy lilms s are ol of e e P
5 Dot decide wolil you keow all the facrs, 10
cunil hen.

}'.‘l"..".l LI

[ Tknow v st be worried, bue I'mosure we tan |
7 OO -1 114 Vo hca* 0g it on

I've bl that awul [ELA) § | xR
e rilio ihis morming.
8 Gerang him o tell me anvthing about his work s BEC .o e i e e

What de you thiok is the main metapherical or non-litcral meaning of these words as shown
by the idioms i this unic?

T omee 2 Dbl 3 hram 4 gus

inok up brainfs, ming blssd ard put’s) in 2 good dictistary. Can you Fod any other exampes of
idioms using Liese words? f so. dn the, have the same mnmp-mrlcai meamngs 25 those you sugpested
in evarcise 5147

Caplsh hars i1 ee TG



” Back

—

The body

idiom

meaning

example

be on someone's back
{informal)

constantly ask someone to do
something or criticise them
in an annoying way

My parents are always on my
back about doing my homewaork
on time.

you wouldn’t be sorry /
you'd be pleased/glad/happy
to see the back of someone/
something

you'd be glad when someone
leaves or something ends
because you don't like that
person or thing

I'll be glad to see the back of this
government. They've been a bit
of a disappointment.

could do something with
one arm/hand tied behind
your back

could do something very easily

The test was easy. | could've done
it with one hand tied behind my
back!

get/put someone's back up

offend somecne

| put her back up when |
criticised Americans — | didn't
know she came from New York.

stab someone in the back

do something harmful to a
person who trusted you

Although she’s friendly to my
face, | suspect she'd happily stab
me in the back.

do something when/while
someone's back is turned

do something while someone
can't see what you are doing
(usually something that person
would not approve of)

As soon as the teacher’s back
was turned, the children
started passing notes to each
other.

you scratch my back and I'll
scratch yours

if you help me, I'll help you

Wve can help each other - you
scratch my back and I'll scratch
yours,

know a place/person/thing
like the back of your hand

know a place/personithing
extremely well

He's a great guide as he knows
the town like the back of his
hand.

Position

In these idioms back has the sense either of being distant or nort taking the main route.

If a plan is on the back burner, it isn’t being dealt with now but hasn’t been totally forgotten.

If somewhere is at/in the back of beyond, it means thar it is far from any town.

If you take or an activity takes a back seat, somerhing else becomes more important.

If you say rthat something came/fell off the back of a lorry, you think it has been stolen.

If something comes by/through the back door, it comes in a way that is not honest or official,

Backward(s)

I had leant/bent over backwards to please her [tried very hard], However, she left without a
backward glance [left with no regrets or sad feelings|.
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54.1

542

54.3

54.4

Exercises

Answer these questions,

1 If vour boss 15 always on your back abour tidying vour desk, 1z vonur desk usoal'y vicly aned
Low does your boss feel about this?

2 1t vou put spmeone’s cack up, has your relationship with thar person improeved?
What sot oF thing might caildren do when the teacher’s back is rurncd?

4 If someons says Yo serateh sy back and 'l scrarch yowrs, what do they want vou to do?

5 If someone leaves home without a backward glance, arc they happy to leaver

€ If doing housework taxes a back seat while you are revising for your exams, waich is
rwnre inoortant — koousework ar revision?

Cunnplete cach of these idioms with one word.
1 My aunt loves liviag miles from anywhere, but T'd nate to live in the dack of

2 You must have knawn that a rew TV for thar price coutd only have comz otf the dack of
3 You won’t get lost if yuu keep wita Tom, [Te kaows the mouarains like the back o his

4 Alihg lgh Ny hasts o e e over backwiards so give us a good time, we dida’c
Jr:.J”y STy (0T holiday.

3 Twoulder wruss Me Gincor, Hes chaniming v your “ace, bt he?ll e you
in the back as s

£ We'd beres pan anr clsinsvior of plans “or the new building an e hack

— anu! gt or with Toving te deal with the current cilsis,

'h‘: nist lave por the cortrace threagh the hack e e o — [ sure ac least
one nther company put in a cheaner of

& Armelia s retiving chis week and Toeriain
of ner She's always stiroag up zroukle,

i I'Il‘. 5&"‘1’ r}'ﬁ' chanee.

voshan’t e sorry By the back

March cach question on the lefr with the most [ikely response on the right.

I Doy you knowe the arza well? Somewhere 12 tae back of beyond,

2 W the et difficalt? By tae huck dooy, P sure.

3 Whaere isihe castle? Shies abwavs o my back about it.

4 Waere did chey get ol e compue® Tl b glad 1o see the back of it.

3 How oo eart! d'l she g than position? Tike the bk of my hane.

& Do you like this hir weasher? [ts -aking a back sea. at the ament.

7 Docs vour grlinend Lke your metorbike? It f¢d cff the back ol a lurry.

5 How's vour Japanese projecr going? 1 could aave deor it with iy hamds tice

behind my back.
Rewrite the underlined part of cach senrzace with an idiom from the lefi-hand page.
Jhim :1.£Fg|'[|ed ]\f‘[ay h}.‘ '.e'.|1'||g Ser sk wes oo FOITIE TOEer ol witch cthe others.
§ v do e D soo Pk owe ot won tid,
Sue tried hard e pove her erandmarther an en eyakle haliday.
‘The reacac: s always complaning abour my hanewriting.
Let’s pastpone any discussion of the merger unril after noxe weeks meeting.
My dream is w go off w0 a couage in the middic of nowherz and work oo a novel
Jee went of to join the navy without any regrets.
Quicx! We can leave now while Sasha isn't looking.

o

o - T
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Long

Idioms with long used frequently in conversation

Ben: Hi Jill! I haven't seen you for ages.

Jill: Yeah, long time no see! [[ haven't seen you for a long time]

Nancy:  Hey, what happened to your plan to go on holiday with Ken?

Rira: Oh, it’s a long story. I'll tell you next time I see you. [it’s all very complicated and

difficulr to tell|

Bernard: How long do we normally have to wait till they give us an answer?

Malcolm: (laughing) How long is a piece of string? It could be three days or three months!
[That's an impossible question to answer. Used in answer to questions beginning
‘How long ... ¥']

Karen:  But how did it happen? | don’t understand.

Laura: Well, to cut a long story short, Peter fell in
love with the restaurant owner, married her
and now he's the manager. {rell the main
points, but nor all the fine derails]

Sandy:  Did you write down the names of evervane e
who complained? e =
Elsa: Yes, I've got a list as long as your arm! A: What are you doing?

fvery long list indeed] B: 1 think it’s time to cut a long

stary short.

Compound idioms

If ... l then ..,

a storyflecture/speech is long-winded windid/ ] it's too leng and boring

—
a rask or a process is going to be a long haul ol I it’s not going to be easy and it will take a long time

somecne has a long face ] they look sad and depressed/gloomy

Idioms with go/come and longllength
She always goes to great lengths to make us feel welcome. [makes a very big effort]
He would go to any lengths to avoid meeting Christine; he hates her. [do anything he could]

I think Jane will go a long way; she's very clever and she studies hard. [will be very
successfuly rise 1o the rop of her profession]

Helen and T go back a long way. [have known each other for many years]

Kyoko has really come a long way since she first started learning English; she’s quite fluent
now. [made great progress|

Note also: [ think we should take a long, hard look at the cost of all this. [consider carefully]
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55.1

55.2

55.3

55.4

Exercises

Complete cach of these idioms,

1 \’l, parents . wWays go . s e 20 M ke any new trizrd of
mine feel welcome if [ brmg thcm aome,
L YOU Y COME cmvms s s oo mms st e siace the lasz time we 2layed tenris.

You must h.nc been pracrsig h.1 -d.
3 Geargina and 1go
4 My realier at s(.hcml =
l)l.ll. ":Ill_' Wils WLU[]’.‘, l i NllJLk ”-l a wETY l"]rlllt’ ]f)b l]“d L]l]l'l [ HEn |T'|||(.h
5 Td e prepared to go e e e o0t that jobs Pee vever
warzed anvthing, so nuch in ‘1“ ny }
& Ti's fine (o tase . [
we're spending too 'nuLh

T e known her since 1984,

.zt our personal finaoces, 1 durk

Use the idioms from exercise 35,1 to make sentenees of your own, based on thasz outlings.

i Tell a voung persan just leaving aigh schond wl has cone we'l in - hei exams that ve.
think they lave an zxcellent vareer aliead oi Jiem.

2 TE“ EIHI W= 411k

Tel sumeone tian e famiby you stved wizh when von wore carng o new laingaage did

everything passible no mae you leel ar home.

4 Tell someore who plays the vis.in for you thar you think they'se mads great progress
sumer the last vime vou beard them play.

5 lell someone that you shink you shoule r¢consider very serivusly a plan vou have madz
WIEN [AC to sT2T 4 business togecher

A Tell someons yon would ne prepa-ed 1o e absoluze.y anyvthing to persuade the awner of a
becut:ful flar to sell it o you.

az you cndd vagr best (riene have kpown zach orher for vears and years.

peE]

Which 1dioms with lomg could you use to angwer someonc who said 1o you . 2
1 Hi! Waw, it's been apes, hasn't it?

2 How ko dees o ke 1o pet a corpeter teaired ?

; ]:rh(_\u"}'t Y YWETE éﬂ)]ng T RP‘ ”IrITT“"l_I

4 Wh.u happened at the meenag Lt mght* Dven e relf e all “he detai’s, jusi the main

3 Hay, whar aappensd ta vou ancé Hi

Ul A T,

$What is the oppusite of ... ? Use an idiom from the [zft-hand page in cach answer.

1 a shorr, inizeesting lectuse
:. Hi ]'i]}][:)"lll(_\kil-.l." rilcr.

3 ol {l.l'ii.'k, i‘ﬂ'ﬂ'}' NCE RS

4 sttt list

Cur-1g the Aext wesk, gach Lims the woard long comes vp n yaur reading or when you are speaking
Frg sk note wherser e is being Lsed with its ardinary meanings or e an idiom. I any of the idiems
ycu heariread are netin this anic nake 3 note of tham in pour Youabulary notsbook,
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Line

Line as track

ltran knew he was in line for' promotion last year. However, foolishly,

he said something out of lne? ab o meeting and that was the end of |
his hopes for & while, I'm not sure what he said exactly, but it was
something along the lines of the problems of the company being down
to inefficient management. Anuhow, he's leamt that it 1s not a good.
idea to step out of line! - ab least not in his line of werk® - and he |
seems to be going along/on the right lines® now, As Long as he doesn't |

{

say qnithing alongfon the same lines” again - ab least wot until he's |

got his promotion, when he can be one of the inefficient managers

himself.

{or sometimes done)
* similar 10

likely to get (used abour somerhing good)
! not suitable, that should not have been said

P

o

profession
be doing something in a way thar

will bring good results

-

of a similar kind (sometimes in a

* behave in a way thar is not whar is expecred of you similar way)
Lines as limits
idiom meaning example

draw the line

think of or treat one thing as
different from another

At what point does a child stop
being a minor? You have to draw
the line somewhere,

draw the line at something

not do scmething because you
think it is wrong or tog
extreme

| quite like modern fashions, but |
draw the line at body-piercing!

draw a line under something

decide that something is finished
and you are not going to think
about it again

Let’s draw a line under this
episode and try 1o make a
fresh starc

there is a fine/thin line
between one thing and
another

two things are very similar,
although the second thing is
bad while the first is not

There is a fine line between
determination and pig-headedness,

Lines of writing

Drop me a line when you have a spare moment. [send me a short letter, postcard or e-mail]

Reading between the lines, I think he’s feeling a little lonely. [T am trying to understand his

real feelings from whar he says]

It is foolish to sign on the dotted line until vou have checked all the details. [formally agree
to something by signing a legal document]

The bottom line s that children must be protected. [the most imporrant fact]
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56.1

5&.2

56.3

5é.4

54.5

Exercises

Compleee these idioms with peepositions.

Lon JRN - - BN I+ SRR, TP PR SR

—

Ex
i

[F]

Lx

Thope o oL e o . a pay rise Lais vear

Yor mnst read the Lines of e  Tetter to undesstand what she’s saving,
T'd like ta de‘lgn a l"cusc the dines of a phce 1 reand aliont.

it hefp wach vhe :ufa:r ot ] draw thL flne o i e a speaking toks
There's a fire line .. [ generosuv and SRLTLVART L

It uncanry how we always scern To be thinking ..
You werd quits lme Thn't tha it again!

When our houss pnrchas agrccd, wi'li sign wervewe Lhe dotred e

It's time to draw a lize . o . this sad occurrence and o maks a fresh start,

. the same lines.

> Wauld vou inind hav:m., & ‘oox at my essay plan anc telliag me whether you chink I'm

EOINE o v oo oo e Thie TIEhE linss or not?

plain the difference in meaning hetween the sentences in cach pair.

A: [ane drewe a line under her relationsaip witk Tim.

T: [aou drew the line at a relationship with T,

A; David’s acrions were quite out of finc.

B: Davids actioas were aloag the rigar ines.

A; Rebecea said she’d try ro drop me a line.

B: Rebecea zaid she'd try to read beoween the lines,

A: Accountancy i Jun's Loe of work.

B: J:m’s ir line Tor :he accountancy ob az cur company.

Match each statement on the feft wich the most likely responss on the right.

[ B R N R

R

[ R

- IR |

Lirop me & line scon. W ever nac?

You're ehealusly cus af line. Te weas grewis

I'm in Loz fer promot.cn. Sode T

What's Tony’s line of worx? I'm sorry.

Shall we draw a Lne uncer our past prablems?  QF sourse, 1 wall.

Nicx docan't dare step out of line, Hc% in computer programming.

I deaw the line a: guing on srike. That's fine by me.

Was my talk alore the right Lnes? Ceongrarulations.

wiite the underlined partts) of cach scntence with an idiom from the lefi-hand page.

Pleass wrie to me as ofcn as you ca

Whats Matasha’s job?

What Paul did was totaily inappropriats.

My cream i3 to open a school similar to the one 1 attencee myself as a chald.
Genius s in some ways very ¢lose to insarity.

Doing enough exergise is of course eszential, but too muca might be harmial, Whore does
gh becowe oo muca?

Tets nenw try 1o Jorzer aur previods disacrecments,
Marcus should be geuing @ new conpany ear this year.
Werd like to visit yon in Ausizaia, b the kv peablem is that we juss can's affo-d it

Write sentences using six of the idicms fran the left-hand page about yourself or propie that
yuu know.
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¥ Act, action, activity

Idioms with act have two main meanings, one connecred simply with doing things, the other
with acting as in a theatre or drama. Idioms with action can refer to what is happening or to
whether something/someone is working/functioning normally,

Act

Here, the second speaker uses an idiom to repeat or sum up what the first speaker says.

Josh: The boss saw Jim and Margaret kissing in the office yesterday. He was furious.
Simon:  Yes, I heard about it. They were caught in the act. Amazing!

Kim: Lisa should fill out her application for university or she’ll be too late.

Erica:  Yes, it's time she got her act together.

Paul: Keith wants to join us now that we're doing well.

Bill: Yes, now that we're successful he wants to get in on the act!

Edith:  Brian is crying and saying he’s ill. T don’t believe him.

Yvonne: [ don’t either. | think he’s just putting on an act because he doesn’t want to work,
Note these other idioms with act:

It’s always a difficult balancing act o please the younger people and the older ones at the
same time. [trying to treat the two groups of people equally]

A lot of people think the tabloid newspapers should clean up their act and stop destroying
famous people’s lives. [stop doing something a lot of people don’t like or agree with]

Stop behaving like a child! You're over 18 now. Act your age! [don’t behave in a childish way]

Stop acting the fool/goat! This is a serious matter. [playing around / not taking things seriously]

Action and activity

Note that it would normally be very unusual to find all these similar idioms together in one
text.

Normally, the office is a hive of activity', but the boss has been oub of ackion® for o week, o
everyone's taking it easy. He'll probably be back in action® next week. He says t?«e.:z are opportunities
for huge soles tn the internet and thab we should. get a. slicefpiece of the ackion®. I:ut uwa%
he's all talle and no ackon’, so unless he follows/takes o different course of action® from his

usual way of doing things, then nothing will happen. R }
! a very busy place (like a bechive) with people  * take part in something exciting, profit from it

waorking hard all the time * someone who promises/says they will do a
 not been working in the normal way, perhaps lot of exciting things, bur doesn’t do them

because he’s ill & acts in a particular way (rather formal)

* be back at work again
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Exercises

57.1 Use an idiom from the left-hand page to repeat or sum up what the other person says.
1 A: Ken has been off work for a couple of weeks, hasn’t he?

B: Yes, HE™S BEEI oo 10T @ While now,
2 A: Doreen is so silly. She’s 31, bur she acts like a teenager sometimes.
B: Yes, I agree. She should learn to
3 A: Evais always saying what fantastic plans she has to travel round the world, but she

never actually does it.
R L - e

24

4 A: Bob should go and get a job. He finished university over a year ago and has never had
a job.
B: Yes, it's rime .,

5 A: Ithink we always have to try to give the kids a lot of fun, but at the same time show
their parents we're giving them a serious education.
B Yes, it's aovery delicate. o oo

57.2 Complete the crossword.

] 3 3 Acr-:l:-ss
1 Time to get your act R eam———
gt 4 Don’t ... on an act!
St S I wantto . .. In on the act.
ol
= Down

2 Don't act like this animal.
3 Bees are busy there.

57.3 Rewrite the underlined part of each sentence with an idiom from the left-hand page.

1 He was stealing a car, and the police caught him just at the moment when he was getting

ARLo AL,
2 [ was our of the team for three weeks with a knee problem, but now 'm playing again.
3 I think it's time we acted in a different way.

4 The film industry should change its present wrong way of doing things and stop making
violent films.

5 Everyone wants to _be part of the exciting situation now that we are making a lot of
money. (Give two answers. )

6 Our office is a very busy place these days as we prepare for the launch of our new

products.

Pl Try to follow 2 particular theme and learn as many idioms as you can connected with it. For instance,
CIRl oct gives us idioms connected with the theatre. Look up other theatre words (stage, curtain, scene)
and see if you can find any new idioms.

FOLL
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EEmm——
I A Goodand better

Our daughter, Sharon, wanted to be an actress. | used to be
wwolved. in amateur theatre and | think Sharon wanted. to go one
better' . Against our betber judgement!, we agreed thab she could
go to drama school. However, we managed. to persuade her to do
a secretarial course first — she agreed that this would always
stand. her in good. stead’. After completing the course and
rather to our relief, she thought better of' o life on the stage

Good and bad

do more or do something
betrer than it has been done
before

although we did not think ir
was a sensible thing ro do
be useful in the future
decided not to do what she
had intended to do

and. decided. to go for a. job in theatre management instead.

- B Best

idiom

meaning

example

second best

not as good as the thing you
reaily want

If you know what kind of jeb you want, you
really shouldn't sewtle for second best.

get the best of both
waorlds

have the advantages of two
different things at the same
time

Living in France and working in Switzerland
gives them the best of both worlds -
Swiss salaries and a French lifestyle.

for the best

unpleasant pow but will trn out
well in the future

It may well be that the break-up of their
relationship is for the best.

make the best of a
bad job

be positive about a situation that
you do not like but cannot
change

It was difficult for her to move to such an
isclated place, but she made the most of a
bad job and slowly began w enjoy it

be on your best
behaviour

make an effort to behave as
well as possible

Jack hates formal parties, but he has
promised to be on his best behaviour at the
receptian tenight.

-C Bad, worse and worst

The company has been in a bad way ever since it lost a major order last July. |in a poor

condition]

The situation at school was dreadful last Christmas when a number of teachers were fired
and it has gone from bad to worse since then. [gor even worse than it was before]

1 was learning the piano, but I've given it up as a bad job. 1 couldn’t find rime to pracrise.

[stopped because | felr it was not worth continuing)]

If the worst comes to the warst, we’ll sell the house and mave back ta my parents. [if the
situation becomes very difficult or serious]

gl describe something in your own life,
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Exercises

58.1 Complete cach of these idioms with geod, bad, better, best, worze or worst,

1 Learaing # livtle Tapunese should stand 90100 v o oo oo e 57€8C WheT you visir
Japan,

2 Chris has been in qure a . . way evit since he had flu njaruan

3 1 didn' want 1o have a keraoke machine at our party, but, against my . - -
judgement, [ agrzed.

4 People who live here znjoy the v v ccennn 0F D0th worldss the pease of the
couniryiide, and fast and freguent rai. connections wit tae city.

i Iftae . R - coes o the L e v+ 3 W8 CAN 2lways walk home.

¢ The hCadJT]c,Stbr warned the children to be 00 their e s e e . behaviour white
the inspeczors were in the school.

7 When Terry was made redundany, Le deciced ro naketae oo ula

I o 02 ] s B mxtTa time by taking & coinpuier conrse.
& The wituation 2t the scene of the lsaster seams o be going, from e B

53.2

ul the words in ovder and make sentences.

¢lze / to f betrer / Sarah / has / une / go / everyons [ always / taan

to / to f worse / going f be / bad / Conditions / seem / from

the / oried / to / best /we [ was S make ! bad dad job [ weather S The £ of £ had £ 11
ST/ ¢ the i of f ker f better / nearly ¢ thonghr ¢ eald / but # 1raih

very £ As / he S rever fambnions eecond £ Mark fsetule £ s Tur £owil S beet

gave S Rose Jas S job dup el £y S a e learn ¢ soon b £ lad S e d oo
wore: [ ask S T0/ a f we / worst # always ¢ Dad J comes £ the / to 4 can # loan f for / the
the / happens f Whatever / for £ hest / happee

P P N, ]

EOR-

58.3 ook at the pictures and answer the questions.

I Tsihe boy or his best behaviour?
2 Whac might happen if thengs go from Sad
tn worse?

3 How are the peanle 2t number W iryving 1o
go one herter than Meir neighbooars?

4 {1 what sense is Mike in a bad way?
% Huow might he make the best of a bad job?

58.4 Choose two idioms from each of the three sections on the left-hand page. Then write
sentences about vour own personal experiences,

exameLt: I'm studyng Englisn zozause U'm sprs i will stana me n pood. stead. in the futwve.
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Ground

The ground, meaning the earth under our feer, is associated with a number of idioms which
refer to positions people occupy in giving arguments and opinions. The ground is also seen as
a starting point from which plans, actions, etc. can rake off, like a plane.

Attitudes, arguments, positions

Agreeing | accepting ideas

We share a lot of common ground, so [ think we'll work well together. [things we agree on;
similar opinions and experience]

The idea thar organic food is better for people as well as the environment is gaining ground.
[becoming more popular/accepred] ”
Disagreeing/opposing

The Prime Minister’s speech has cut the ground from under the feet of the Opposition. [made
their position weaker by saving something better|

She was derermined to hold/stand her ground and nor to be persuaded by the others. [refuse
to change her opinion/behaviour]

I chink you're on dangerous ground if you try to insist that they change the financial system,
[hold a view/opinion that will probably offend/upset people]

Changing your opinionfargument
For a long time, neither side would give ground, but now it seems they are ready to consider
each other’s position. [change their opinion or accept the other side’s position]

It’s very difficult to argue with Rosa; she keeps shifting her ground. [changing her
opinionfargument]

The ground as starting point

If someone ... this means they ...

gets a project/idea off the ground (or help it start off well’successfully (or it starts well/successfully)
if a project/idea gets off the ground)

gets in on the ground floor become involved in something right at the beginning (and
which is often successful later)

prepares the ground (for some activity)| create a good/suitable situation for something to take place

Other useful ground idioms

I felr so embarrassed I just wished the ground would swallow me up. [wished 1 could just
disappear]

Good restaurants are thick/thin on the ground in this town. [there are a lot / very few|
Living near the airport suits me down to the ground since [ travel a lot. [suits me perfectly|
As a result of the media attention, she has gone to ground. [hidden, not appeared in public]

This parr of town was my old stamping/stomping ground when [ was a student here ten
vears ago. |place where [ spent a lot of time]|
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5%.1

59.2

59.3

59.4

Exercises

Complere these idioms with prepositions.

The Minster ceverlh ¢ he eronn:d

. her
Upl WITET If‘: fC"I ]FV ANnon Ell_l'llr T TAX Culy.
He got

I . the qrour,d floar with
c-commatoe and bfL ame a mullioraire when
it took odf,

3 Good ketcls are riin . [
gronad in the smaller cities; you have to go
ro the capital to ger hotels of intcrnational
standard.

< The project has got .. Lthe

around guicker ard more emooth'ly rh an we

expected.

Part-time work suits e -

the gu-:und at rhe

ae o smady o the same

o

IR Vo 1oy

rime.
Use the idioms froem exercise Y01t rewrite these sentences. Make any other necessary
changes.
't 2fraid there arer’t mary good cafés in the town cearre,
Working from home is perfect for re as 1 can louk afrer our smail chile at the same tme.
IF you joio our comzany novw, | promise you are comicg into i 3t the beginning of some
really exciting developmens.
Reducing i piice niow will enable s oo get w bip advaniage oves ous connpetitors,
becaase they will wor be adle 1o0do che s
5 It o pewod ddea, bor Téon't Lnioow if 10 wil ever bocotme prpoiar.

W =

o+

Rewrite #ach sentence with an idiom from the lefr-hand paype which ineans the apposiie of

the enderlined words,

1 She lez the persuade ber and had a meetng with the boss to t2ll her 2verything.

2 Wi have no idegs or 2xperiences we wag share, so we need to discuss how we can work
roygether.

3 babivk o can quie s fely rase the srkiea of mger bolidays at the s meeting,
4 lhere are very fow Faglish Tanguage schools in che caaial v
5 ILhe ielea that sublic cransport is better fo- rhe envaonment is beconing less popdir.

Answer (hese questions,

If a famous persom goss o ground. whas do they de?

Hew do you Teel iF vou wish the grouul swould <wallew vau up?

TF stnmzune refuses o pive grourd, whae do they refose o do?

e anens?
wineh sterfriag.

Whiclh icionr e e Tef--hand pagze mezns diemging wen positicn in an

P e b —

Ome wimn en the Y0 Yand page gives you o chomee Yvw omn slarishing
What is Cand whet does i awea
€ If yon went o sell a new prol
for vou, whar does taar megr?

=i a new counory aind someone has prepared the pround
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Similes and idioms with like

In this unit we look ar idioms with as ...

as ... and like. As ... as ... idioms make an adjective

stronger / more intense, so as blind as a bat means very blind / with very poor sight indeed.

As ... as ... and like idioms involving animals/birds

Try to memorise the keywords, They may help you to remember the whole idiom more easily.
They also rell you something about whar the animals are associared with in British culrure.

animal | keyword

example meaning |
bat blind I'm as blind as a bat without my glasses! can't see
bat hell It muse be urgent. She left like a bat out of hell. moving very fast
indeed |
bear head He's like a bear with a sore head. very bad-tem;er_edf |
irritable [
bee busy I've been as busy as a bee all morning. very busy
bird free | When | set off round the world, | felt as free as a bird. very free
bull the colour red | Telling him not to smoke in here is like a red rag will make him |
to a bull. extremely angry |
cat | bring/drag things | He arrived locking like something the cat brought! | very scruffy/ |
into the house | dragged in. untidy/messy |

: — ]
eel slippery Be careful. He's as slippery as an eel. changes his attitude/ |
| position; constantly |
| escapes control |

fish water | As the only football enthusias in the group, I felt like a | uncomfortable R

fish out of water. because you are
different from other

people |
fox slylfcunn_in_g | I wouldn't trust her. She's as slyfcunning as a fox. very sly!cun_ning |
hawk eyes | Janet will see you if you use the computer without sees everything; |
| permission, She has eyes like a hawk. never misses anything |
ox [ strong | My father was a big man, and as strong as an ox. very strang '

Other common similes

There were rents as far as the eye could see ar the rock festival. [covering the landscape]
It’s as plain as the nose on your face thar she’s in love with him. [very easy to see|

Looks are not everything. It doesn’t matter if you marry someone who is as ugly as sin as
long as you love each other. [very ugly indeed]

Your suitcase is as light as a feather [very light]. Mine’s as heavy as lead [ o very heavy].

Other common like idioms

I've always tried to avoid exams like the plague. [/pleiy avoid / have no contact with
something unpleasant (the plague is a serious discase which kills many people)]

I'm sorry, | forgot to get your newspaper, | have a memory like a sieve! | siv very bad
memory (a sfeve is a kitchen tool with a plastic net which separates liquids from solids)]
He'll be here like greased lightning if he hears there are free tickers. [very quickly indeed]
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60.1

§0.2

40.3

40.4

60.5

Exercisas

This fist of wnitals and the adjectives rnditomally asseaaared with them in British culwre
have got mixed up, Put the adjectives inin the comrect hoxes and wiite sentences usiog, the
ulisms.

e I Gdj’f_‘C(J.\.-'t"_‘ right adj.cm'vl? :'xar;'rj(,;.'e senteron
| bat {ree
) 0 - $TPP-EFY T )
3 e sy
) . ._t.my — —— _— -
;3 bird blind
] (=2 SLrong o

Rewrite those sentences with idioms from the lett-hand page,

I L dew’t mizud carrying this box. T's extremely light, The otaer one was very very heavy.

I 1 were you, | woulc avoid chat restaurant it every pussible way. The foou 15 awal
Millie never misses anything you co in the office. $ac sees absolately evervibung.

I felr completely our of lace with my slectric guitar among all those ciassica. musicians.
There are hotels completcly covering the landscap: zll alorg rhe coast.

She got up late and zam: dowr to dreakfast looking sercffy and messy.

Lan LV N PR 4

Answer these questions.

I Which animal Las a sore aeie?

2 Which animal énesn't Lk el thongs?

3 Whica animul lives in kel ?

Use ar idinm from exercise 403 13 complete cach sentence.
1 1le was very bad-rempered, like
2 ller commeats were like ... ..
3 LLe vAn @FT TIHE o e et e e e s o

Cumplete cach of these idioms.

1 She dreve keme Bke oo s on oo e e Lghtning the 1opmuent she heard Parricis had
arcived.

2 Dron't ask Robest to post o letter 11e has 1 memory ke a o e

3 Dvervone could see what was happering, [twazas .. . a8 The a0se an your

Zace.
& Fven if a persqois as ... ... v 112 5171, that doesn’t mean that they are not good
hun.an beings. We ShOJ]d o fucee peape by heir external appelrance.

s clictimen v of idimos ur anodher gond dicrionary 1o Gl out which s ... gs . sinitles
are associuted with these things,
& pa_lcakc

1
3 g()ld
4
5
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Unit i
i.] 1 by hook or by crook
DON'T KNOW/?

YES NO  CANTTELL
means using illegal methods if necessary O & v
means nothing will stop me v L] Cl
means | was very determined v | 0

2 at loggerheads

DONT KNOWY
YES NO  CANTTEU
means have a good relationship ] v I
means hate each other 0 = v
means disagree very strongly v O A
3 pay through the nose
DUNTT KNS
YES NO  CANTTELI
means suffer in some way O v O
means pay a small sum of money O v (]
means pay a large sum of money v Cl B
2. ¥ E 2 A 3D 4 F 5°C 6 B
i.3 1 My father put his foot down when [ said | wanted a car for my seventcenth birthday.
He said I was too young.

2 Her words put the cat among the pigeons; Jim is furious.

3 You'll be pleased to hear we arrived safe and sound in Peru,

4 He was lving through his teeth when he said he had got a first-class grade in his exam;
the truth is he failed.

Unit ii

ii.] In CIDI and CIDE these idioms are to be found under the following head words:
1 pick (both)

2 carth (both)

3 ground (CIDI); stand (CIDE)

4 knife {both)

5 head (CIDL); bang (CIDE)

6 daylights (CIDI); this idiom is not in CIDE

ii.2 back and wwith a bump can be omirred

|
2 either afl or the could be omitted
3 most can be omitted

4 living could be omitted

1

2

;

4

bill could be replaced by tab
buntp could be replaced by bang or jolt
stand could be replaced by hold
sticking could be replaced by putting

5 banging could be replaced by hitting

6 scared could be replaced by frightened

ii.3
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fi.d

ii.5

Passibie answers:

1

s

i

lack a gift horse in the mouth — idwi v used i a nzoative se:tence
You skonlan’t ok o ziff borse i the mouth!

be pushing up the duisics — alwivs wsed B2 a continous form

Well alt b proshiny wp thie datsan
let om the brink of  always Talliwed by o nonn aran g ooe

Newspator reporis say ihat the company 15 on the brink of fiaancal disasder
tic yourself up in knots  abways used reflexively

She ned Ferseif up in kaots trying to explain wwky she bad weriiten 1o b like
be man enangh — always follow?se by an infinitive with 71

Are yom anan exough to accept the challenge?

i then!

inlocmal 2 humarous 3 leracy 4 'l fashioaed 5 wery infarmal

RUGIES

Unit |

These two idioms both mean feel poosdy /ot very wall;
reel off-coluur
seel uncer the waasher

These two dioms both mean be gersing berter after an tficss:
be on the road to recovery
ke on the mend

These tecr wdioms 2b mearn be cragy:

D¢ as Lutty as a fruitcaxe

se rot all there

2 off vour trofiey

be a basket case -

These tour (dioms at. mean dhe:
give up the ghost

bite ths dust

pop your clogs

fall off your perch

L L b G0 —

R LSE S

Lea

sore 2 bitter 3 iche 4 warmed § gl § serew 7 ooecharge
fddle O rigat 10 sarndwich

tal] off vour perch

kizk the bucxes

bite the dust

pop your clogs

give vp the ghost

Ive gor wwchy foot, — Where would you like 2o go?

Hc's as right as rain now, - That is a eehicf!

Hz's not m:ght in the nezd. - { know, Jare told me he was off kis rocker,

I'm going to t2ll him what [ thonk of Eim, — Gued, Give kito a dese of ais own
TrECICINE.

Dad’s a bt oft-colour -ogay. — Oh czan, [ hape ke's OK tamazrow.

Tailing the exam was 3 bitter pill to swallow. = Yes, Izt ske’l scon pes over it
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Follow up

‘There are srabably a lot of idioms relatwng o madness and death in Foglish because these
are difficule subjects and people fee. more comfurzable telking abour e in 2o indire
wav. As many of the idioms used ace very infermal, i woukl be easy 1o o erd someme if
vou used them i 20 inappropriate situatian.

Unit 2

24 insevecth heaven or ¢ loud nine v e of the world over the moon
thrilled .o Tairs

2.2 1 iump for oy
2 grin and ear Xt
3 e Hoating on ai-
4 dosomething for kicks [ get & kick our of somrerning
§ sanr grapes
6 ]‘Jl‘ 011 LlJl] (Pf’ 'hc 'Wi}]'ld
2.3 1 The child was thriled to Bits £ have her phoo in the papern
2 Tielt as if T was feating on air as 1 ran ¢owa e hill icto his arms.
3 Why does Mazt lock so vat of sorts today:
4 Nan't make such a Jis 10 o the end ol vae werld?
5 Your tedephione ca'l bhas reatly made nry day?
& Tl svid she was o clowd mine and Tack agreed that e was in seventh heaven.
¥ Why does Mark a'ways have to be such a misery gurs?
¥ Seereotypically, happy feorhalers say that they are over e muoun.
2.4 Good news - il something iakes vour Joy, i1 makes vou Seel Dappy

N(} - I]llwl' n llh-! illll'l'lp"- N By ITIi.‘-L'I'FJ[]]I‘.

Hort-air belloaning - haot cleamng i not somehing that many pecple find exciting,

Unhappy — when you grin and bear oo ry o wake e bes of 2 siuaniag that yon

are not happy wich,

News of tae illness of a close friend. A heavy shower of rair mught wake you danp

{wetl, but it wouldn’t put 4 damper on the cvenr.

é No onc enjoys the company ¢f a misery guts — being with & muscrable person i nake

vou feel miserable teo.

‘Of coutse, taat mocel is very uareliabie!” is she surs ob unsleasant remazs cat sumeons

might make out of sour grapes.

8 Justas a damper makes a p:ane quietes, so something that puts a ¢amper on an cvent
guietens it dowi, : ik less fun.

9 Cuuize a lon of he inupes ave sased on the coaceps of happiness making vou fesl as =

ya ave ol oo the proasd b up in e i

Unit 3

3.1 Tnese pairs of dionns mean more oz less tie samz ing:
wear o°f the deep end / did kis oat
gave brm an cartul / gave him a piece of her mined
drove him vp the wzll / sent aim round the bene
out kis back up / rubbed him up tac wrang way

-l b —

-1

3.2 0 hee 2 rerms 4 ear 4 were % aker A ou T oacrow
Bowig

32 Frgishoadierm: o e



i3

3.4

4.

4.1

4.1

Yesteeday T had ternble toathache, 15 hart a 1ot ane T Zuess thar's why 1 was in a bad
temper all cay. Evervthing anyore said scemed to pus my bacs up aad, in tae end, | blew a
tuse with the perser | shzre my office with, Even when U in a good meod, she sends tne
round rthe owist with ker consrant chatter and vesterday | had had it np to kore wita her
after enly er micutes. [ realy gave her an carful and the vesule s that we ars no longer on
speaking rerma. [ xnow I have to zpelogise for doing ry nue like chas, but pechaps 71
wair 3 while, I's moch easier to work when she isw't tatking to me! Peraaps 1skould give
her a picee of vy 1aind more often.

Possible ansivers:
The answers o e guestinas with even uvmbers herz ae feinly fixed, Tooobose wids add
NU TGRS AE S0 €

n. The anwwers given below to e cld-romhene questions are
thase of oae of th

shors] Chees your answers wili yonr teacher or another good

spauker af English if you are not -ure whether thoy aze CorTelt ¢ Lot

1 FPeopl: snitang drives me up the wall.

2 patises tac cat amuong the plpeoas; ruffle snmeone’s feathers

3 Yes, a tzacher unce went off fae deep end when someonc Eow a paper aeopluoe i e
classeoom.

4 fed up to the back rt_‘t-:th; your oo s s o e yaoar h]ﬂod; at for I.'Jll']l'ld; e/l
somecne’s back upy give someens ar eaclaly give sereonz Lopisee of vanr mird

5 A f-erd recently rulied tie np the wrong wey whae as o' sne somerking T eidrt
want to heor

& Jue bud it up 4o bere 1s usually accompanied by the speaker’s hand indicating the rop of
busthie- head.

7 Fsamerimes pove

aolz who make unsolicited phone calls zzllicg things a picee of my
mine - ves, . snow they're eny doing sheir job. but it can be extremely annoying,
5 I:l(_]\-'.' a .-‘l_"iE

Unit 4

1) dont have the famiest iflea whers he is today; vou™ have oo ask sumebody else.

2 ‘Lhe tite af the €1 kas a famliar ring o it, but [ don't -hunk L've ever heard ir.

2 My connsinv: <nowss the sax laws wside oo, so if you want advice on your tax, he'll help
yur.

I can't for the life of me think waat it was T came 1070 che kitchen for,

[saw 1o and Licy wogerher in a restauranc looking adoringly ineo cach other’s cves,

[ put two and rwo together, and decided they mos: be macly in lovs.

o

2lways thowvghs | knew my comprter inside out, but the oibher day i starmd 1o crash
cvery time Lapered 2 cortain program. | zould not for the lite of me onderstanc why iz

ras do:ng iz, ard [ dida’s have the faintest idea / the foggiest {idea’ / a duc about what
o de to fiv it
1 rang che helphne which 1 had uese in the past, and atrer akout 20 minctes T spoke w
someons who said his name was Fatrick, and -haz he was there to help mez. 1e zave e
some adviee which had a familiar ring toac froes previoas calls T had made to the samre
helplinz. T put two and twe together, wnd concliged that they aive the sa:nz advice o
everybody, and char ir's jus: 4 way of see 3. -l of 1oa The comouter sill craslies every
time 1 oper the program.

1 Mo, that rams doesn’ ng any hells wizh oz oot think T've met ker
2 I'm(zeallyy oat of zovch with TV soap aperas chese cays. | cever watcl then,
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4.4

5.1

5.2

3.3

5.4

3 She bnows her steff when it comes to the higtory of this area. f She koows Lhe history of
the area inside onr.

4 [ got thold of] the wrong end of the stick and it cavsed (a lot ofi probien:,

3 Mer name rings a el | may have met her

1 1haven't igor) / dont have a clue bow 1o use the photoopien. D von ik vou conld
hilp me?

2 1 haven't igot] / don't have the faintest idea where 1 It that lemrer [ broughe for voc.

I'm realy sorry.

! haven® igot] ¢ don’t have the foggiest (idea’ what she's raburg asoce. $hey crazy!

Unit 5

A

I Thil'p: Yes, [ think he's got the message.

2 Gerry; Yes, that should definitzly teach her a lesson.

3 VYes, they eriainly civen os food b thoupht.

Yes, T swre the whole thing is ¢ figiment of his imagination.
Yes, 't was inportnn to setfput the vecord straight.

i | 's]- [ T&
v [N £ |E

el

I

C—| :
[T Lol Tsiile w7l
| B L ]_5

Tl vewn

just o Bl T di

2 He spem £300 of my money
lusson.

4 Tdont knew all the oy and aws of the situadon, bat T i ooe of the dicectacs is
seing 171 resizr. There must be a bug probiem.

< - van uadersrand chas she necced kelp, it what eats ine 35 thut she shonld asi
SOMLONe 35 Stpid as Mimon 1o help hev!

BAR e .
never lend hinomy eredic cacd agaiv, Fyve learnt my

Pissible answrers:

Check your 2nswers with vour teacher o ancther good spezker ot English © vou ars nat

sure whether they aze correct o1 net.

1 Thoughr a cheap brush to wash the dishes Zrom smpeune whe come 1o the door seiling

chings, | learne My tessen — 17 Bell o pieces after a wees!

L fizw wieh a very bac airline once, jvst hecanse the toket was cheap, The fight was

deayed and very uncembortaslz. | decrded not to complain ane just pun it down to

cxperience,

3 [ wanted to be a diplomat wher. | was abous 14, [ got some infozmatior abaur she joh,
then had second thoughts when T reatised what 1t inveved.

4 [ heazd con the grapevine that someonz I know has devided wo take carly rerieement from
his jao.

5 Mary vears apa I wasn't sure .f someore loved me or jus wanted me 1o be a frend, s0
[ asked that person direct'y to eell me where 1 stood.

[
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6.1

6.1

5.3
5.4

4.5

7.1

7.1

7.3

7.4

Unit &

U His Teerier covpacy las gore from seengeh o sreengeth inothe Tasiosix months, 1es
maklug a ol of norey now.

2 The flond ricnad o old kil en, bos ix was o hleesire indsguise, wesise e
Tnsurance compay wid for s complerely new one.

3 This rew maodel i+ nor the be-all-aad-erd all of digital caneras. bur it cerczinly has
many technical f=atures thar otacrs oo not have,

4 Your offer 1o deive us to the alrpart makes al the ditforence to cur t7avel pans.

3 Your plan ve persuade Lela to join the committes worked like magic.

I At first we thonght the ew vomd wonlil spu] coe willage, bozm B i was a blessig i
dlsp,ume amd b village shi .

i enesves onto my jacket and iooworked lize maeic S did the orick.

E] is iv nnT the be-all ard end all of cockery books, but it does have recipes from 10U
ciffer=nt coantrics.

1 ihe seheol hay pone from sirength to strength since the new acac teachar tock over,

b Cremong now cure11as has made all the difference to my tlat, It Zees like a now ons,

are doing nare hasin

1 b 1) 3 g 4 Iy

1 Tag phomcop:er hzs completely given up the gaost, W need a new onz,

2 1didn’t hink " had the ghes: of a chance of passing the exam, bur T did.

3 My rew motorkike works/eocs/runs lilee a Crzams; s s, hul $G smoot and gl
Yo suecesd.

2 We don't use it with the simple 1onse torms. So we can say ‘She’s going places’, ‘1 knew
she waule go places” or *he’ll go placss, [m sure’, bur noz *Sae gocs places’ or “She went
piaces™.

3 laarit most ofer occurs in the negative, with ot

Unic 7

letr tolding, (le hily
Faick wall

LTI TR N

draw a blﬂ"lk
have you over a barrel
face the musiz

RS}

Fasier saizl vaan daone.

Try west daa spreae yomreelr oo i,

Twinh 1 haele™ pat iy “oor in in

Guiving clder 1s a T of e,

Sarait's wother decided it wes ame to wll her ehoat the kircs and the bees.
Children are tacghr the facts of life ir pomar scaool,

e lar B -

T

dig vourzelf ino a hole
be let lolding the vahy

wntun ki

S aainsn g brics wall
G the moaste

Tt Bt e o—

hale 2 Hlark 3 tain 4 :iraits 3 wall & Dblock T
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8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

.4

2.2
9.1

Unit 8

1 rie up loose onds - tindsh off fnal linle tasks

2 come o light = be discovered

3 give somcething a shot - try somzthing

4 gt to grips with somcthing ~ anderstard and deal with sometaing

§ make de — manage with something of wiorse quality

& o be on the sa%e side - just in case

7 wave a magic waad - tind an easy solation

& gerto tae botrom of somcraing — uncover the truth

1 tunrel 2 wave 3 loose 4 prayers In & bag 7 lipar

% fll

1 Td ke oty thas new bowdling al.ey, Ler's give it a whitl this cvening.

2 I'm tinding it quite bard o get 1o grips with my rew rol2 ar work.

3 Wkher the busines: failed, I'aul vanished, leavirg his pzrener 1o pick up the picces.

4 Somc impostant new cvidenee has come / has been brought to light ia the kast fow days,

5 1 hogpe that we'll 5¢ ablz to ger to the hottom of whart’s been gaing cn.

¢ New medical research has shed 7 is shedding lighe on the causes of hzar ateacks.

7 As scon as L met Joshoa's family, evervthing, fell into place.

8 In the investipatior nto their accounts, a nnmber of creass have been Ineuglt / have
come to [ight.

T T wash vour car fin »ou! =You're thz i swzr o iy prayers!

2 Let’s go qone cow. - Soon. ve soll por sonie loose ends to tie op.

3 The jobrs in tha bag' = L hase you're right!

4 Wed betrer take umbrellzs. — OK, wsi to be on e sae side.

5 Can you make do with a peneil? - Sere, that'l! dw fine,

& Weiust don't kaow waat to <ot = L2 ondy T oeuld wave a magic wane!

1 light at the ead of the tonnel

2 pick up the picces

J wave 1 magic wand

4 get to che batrom al it

Unit 9

1 T poeod situaton. He has been frecd from some unolasznt task or responsibehity.

2 Sally: bad sitwation. She has kad to rake the blame instead of other people.

3 Carmen: bad siruarion. She has 12 do whar everyone e.sc tells ber o do, whenyver they
want i

4 Fiora: good siruatior. She has persuaded someone to ler her do what she wants,

1 inre 2 down 3 acon 4 urto 5 a

T Tihivk there is 2 idden agenda in -ha: lertzr sac sent 1o the boss.

3 Trkought | was going to have <o reoresent my class ar the staff—student meeting. bue
[we got off the hook 7 thev've Lot me off the hook,

4 5he's an awtul hess to work fer: she secrecazies are at her beck and call, eight Fross a
dlay, seven davs a weck.

4 He has been av/on the receiving end of a |oz of crincistn fzom the press i revert weeis.

3 They cause all tac teouble, anc [ always have to carry the can.

& 1 don’t wanr ;omcene teiling me what to deo all the ume, I'd rather be left to my own

devices,

Emplishs Iediesrnis Jri Liae



e.4

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

Frinaibeles ansuners:

Uheck your answers witn your teacher or another good speaker of Frghish i vou are vet

surc whether they are correct or not.

1 [Ithink there is o hidden agenda in e proposal o reduce the siall in order 1o muke the
compacry mare efficizot. Tilisk they wanr os 1o ce more work for che same pev

2 The Prire Miister's spun dociors immediacely wied 10 make the sad sizuazion soond
positve when they spoks m reporiens.

3 The scbo’ Iwemn rhe rtes and T2 him join che course =ven thongh he wes ander 18,

4 Ly comrroy we ara duc toyar o re poils nexs year T hope we get a new governmwent.

Unit 10

a can of worms

the acid rest

a vicious zizcle

in a nutskell

on the other hand

the other side of ths coin
tie voursclf up in koot
go rcund in circles

bz called o awwiame

I won'l pive an mwa

Fd =

NG el T m e Ll

I the acid 1w

2 rying youraell ap v knaots

3 the jos sudd cons of a siustion

4 puliing il in 1 nuwskel’

S gofns rounc in cie

& a vicious circle :

1 Insome WAYE i's HOrGLS JeNg o [ sAr. Rt the other side of die cvin is1bat ¥au
r.o longer have any arivacy.

2 Tt's time there |H1Y rrirnicils wese called 1o aseonnt T Uier crrespormib'e senions.

3 Tkuuw Rills a nice frigadly person, b, be that as ionay, be il hes co pull ai: weisli

in the offize.
4 Omoahe one hand, | <hink Jorna might have the best per-omality “or the jok, bar, cn ihe
othr, Mizia ha: more experience,
If ke's apolog:sed, | think vou should give him the benefit of the doubr.
it woule be opening a can of worms cc inquize about his finances.

o

T tied myself up in knets frying =o explain to Karl how 1 felz sbout him.

Tl ke vou to wriie an essay on the pros and cons of working abroad.

Te pue iz in a aurshell, James needs w prococe better bomewearz,

A NMarasha was prepared to cemnpramise, bot A.ex wouldn't budge/give an inch.

You necd maore money g¢ you work more. You earn more so yeu sperd mare. S¢ ¥91
need vo work more, It's a vicious circle,

Unit 11

1 It's a small world.

The more, the merrier

It's six of cne and half & dozer of ke other.
Iow timc [Mies!

A P

L

[N Y
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11.2

1.2

12,1

12.2

3 Nosoch lace!

‘6 Lcan rake it or leave it.

7 Don’t make me laugh!

¥ Mo way!

1 etz ife!

1 You heven't Lived!

3 IrsfThar's the story o my life!

4 Such is ¢ That's life!

3 This is the [ite!

1 Le's a dowely srescos, Thanks a milkon,

2 You won't find ir ditficalr 1o learr te ski. There's really nothing w it,

3 1t's neither here mor there which hotel vou decide to stay i — chey're botk exeellent.

4 Let's have a really big wedding. The mers, the merrier,

5 You can say that agaia’ [ couldn't agree with you raore!

G Lle's ravelled a lot. You name iz, he's besn there,

1 It's six of cne and half a dozer of the orher

2 It's a small world.

3 How time flies!

Unit 12

1 3 Y=, 1 knove One minnee she was angry, the nexr mine che wa: all sweetness :md
light.

i B Yos, apparencly they're hke gold dust

3 B Yes, | think he's just askey For rouble 7 asking for it (askmg for 215 mase
irforimalt

< B Yo, i% second to none.

5 B Yes, she's certamly  hard acr to follaw.

1 She really pers on my nerves .omenmes.

2 The last Presizlens weas an aur-and -out cziw’ mansier, 2nd 1he new cne is not minch

JeTEr.

3 [donY -hink you shouold cast aspersions v1: om. He's nor here to defend mnmsel (.

4 "L'he sientists did seme ground-breaking reseazch on human genes,

5 shz nad already unses me, but to add insnlt to injury she told me [ was ugly.

1 poks lur st

2 grate

1 They critiessz her very strangly, bur she gave as good as she gotand mads cher s np.

2 "Lhis dinirg table is just made for this roor. The wood maiches te Coors perfectly,

3 Wy ere you giving me svck 2 hard time? T knosw [ was wrong, bue [ said I'mosamp T

can’t du any more.

4 We staved ar a luxurious five-star aotzl. it was out of this world.

Unit 13

L never do anything iy habes

2 hiruw the l‘)aby unt wéth the bachwarer

3 leave a lot co be desited

4 gedjumpdleap on the bancwagun

5oy Taaghivg, stk
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13.2

13.3

13.4

14.1

14.2

14.3

14.4

1 The new ¢ocumertary channe on TV lcaves a lot to be desired.

My brother never does anything by halves; he des:gned and suilt his own house, and

designed most of the ruenitore wo!

He thinks cveryene is atzaid of him, hut in fa:t he is a langhing stock.

4 Yes, 1 think we should changs the system, but T think we skculd not throw the baby cat
with the bathwarer.

S Tive vzazs g0, there were not many comzanies ==Fing an thz Iri=aet, bot now
evervone has got/jumped/leapt o the handwagon.

ra

e

1 Sa¢ pretended o disagree wich everyone clse in order to ma<e thex discuss ¢ think
azout things marg deeply,

2 e, nor nice to ride ir. Rouel qnd ready doss aot refes w ticie, ot mcans of low or
poor qualizy
3 Tle claimed k2 was a trained electrician, hun e was g

4 Pr-:]lml‘.]y 1at, sinee it is ot as ;__',m.\d il ||r:u;.\|t‘. SHY LI
5 No. You'd be vather anbappy, since oo wonld be vesy rrirared or ssasperan ] witk
visur [riend.

1 Thaz aew motasway pL‘l‘chct has all 1l '||u|-(f||;—.'|-i of abisaseer for dhe enviconment, It
will gor through the middie of 1 owildlife e

2 Zira made a real exhibitéor: of hersell in class the crhes :i:l_','. It was se: Eu]h::rrus.‘;illg!

3 The Krona Hotel is a Bt on the sxoensive side. Couldnt we stay sonewhore chuapes?

4 This now digits” caneran is o deand Joss, The barzenies rum out efter abour ten photus.
5 Dthook Paris Tias roe edge over other buropean citiss as a poace for a holiday.,
6 Lhe goverunen: has got a lot to answer for wirh regard o anemployment.

Unit 14

Searenees [, 2. 3 and 6 are basically negarive waercas the otacrs are pesitive, Novee that
(D CONITKE OF SENtenes 3 suggests oo feke Jess care of your gbpesrance meaning of 12t
vourselt go whercas the contexr of sentence 7 suggests the meaning of relax comiplereiy.

1 td 2 nardircoghkiteazh 3 insigriticarce 4 of 3 blew & lump

7 balance ¥ dream

Possitde ansiers:

Check your arswers wita your reacher or aanthier grod Foglish speaker if you are not sare

whether they are correct o nar

I Yes, I was orce letrin the lurch when | was preparing tood for a big party and 28 my
flazmates went out and leir me on my swn prepanng foad fo- fifry people.

2 A boss once gave me a bit of & zough time when he wantec a luz v? work done very
cuickhy

3 Tthirk nothing of giving a talk 2 font of a oz of peapie.

4 Tthick iz is :mportant to make the most o7 every day vou live,

5 Wt'itinp_ o bagsls was a 'Jig p."l')]'llBl'n ct the Ii'nc, Lir s o p::}:'c] it insi{.‘,rliﬁ
& Beau.iful music er pastry or children™ innocenc e o bring = lump to oy throa
7 Ve had o come to lenrs wizh the de=ath of family members.

5 Twoule never dveern af herraying 1 foend,

| isdhenes in the salaoce

2 keep ol on

2 Mow o of Qall] propuonzion
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Unit 15

ot an — Inappropriae

one way or another — somehow

at the top of your ageada — impastanc
ove- the toy — exapperated

il ali glsz Eails — as a last resort

steike while the iremt is hot - ner

15.2 There's no accuunring or 1azeds)!

You could've fucled me!

{¥es,) strike while Zhe irou is hot.

1 seppose Sitns] e besser of two evils,
TF al) el ails,

[T PRI oV B s R T L TE I E R

153 161 wers in your shoes, Ud ke the ol in New Yotk.

Askeirg the Managing Director ‘or his 11 waz o rezlly stapid istake to make. I'm sure
”'I}" l_'-’_‘”lf:]?lll('f.‘w' W'i]l NEveT Il"__ [1]= ri\'(‘! ir dl‘!“‘l].

Improviug office morale 15 said 1o be high ov 1l new hos-’ agenda.
We hadw's ingendel 1o stay there so lang, b one thing led v anarther.
Take yorr chance nows, Strike white the iromn is hot.

I can't urderstard whar people ser in the exhibition. There's no accounting Fa- tastes.
If all chse fails, 1 supposc U'll heve 1o go and live semewhere else.

Given the choice berween wartching football of golf, | suppose foothall is 1he lesser of two
evils.

[a1 -

4

(V- NE N

o

15.4  Check yow answers with your teacher or snuher goad speaker of Foglish il you are not
sSurc whcther thc}' aIe JOreeCr O Dot

It T were in the Prime Ministers shocs, 1'd fisten to what the people are saying.

Sorting out my study is at the top of my agenda ar the moment.

Speaking vo his mother like that is just not on, as far as I'm concerned.

Tan determiaed to visit my nephew in Australia, ane wav or another.

T think thac Sue's furious reactiom to my saying she’d put on a bit of weight was over the

op.

In iy opinion, il you compare smoking a pipe and smoking cigarettes, then smoking a

pipe i the lesser of cwa evils,

Unit 16

bec caught rapping

have 3 narrow sscapc
safe and sound

bie led astray

by <he skin of vaur teeth
be oanic szations

leave well alone

e RTI  AA T1 B

(SR SRS N,

o

16.1

— S8 ] T e e Ld R

16.2 When David sugpested they should come and stax for 2 weeliend, i ser alarm bells
ringirg in my mind.

The patient’s lifs is hangiag by a dhread.

Having to go to work is a necessary evil,

Why tdo sowe preoole always cub things Bos?

ESPER V)
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164

17.1

17.2

17.2

17.4

P PR N TOR S QY -1

e —

= RN

=N

v

R

Y- —
NS . 2 S N IV Ry

PN

They arc on a knite-cdge waiting zor the results ot Brian's medical tests.

As tae building was on tiee, be had ne chaice but te put his life in the firemen’s hands
anc climb oot of tae window and enzo thej: ladder,

You'll be taking your life in your hands if yoa make 3 speech Lke rhar to such an
aagience.

I think it would b move seasible o leave well alore.

befgo our on a limb
bc caunght apping
lead sormcone astray
have 2 narrow cscape
sct alarm bells ringing
on a knitz-edge

1 supposc thar exams are a nceessary cvil.

Tt was such a relie? when Ralph arrived back trom ais Arctic cxpecition safe and sound,
You tock your life in your hands by agrecing to go up ia a helicopres with such an
inexperienced ailot.

The huzz:cane scems to be getting a 2it oo close 20 our town for comiort.

[f 1 were vou, 1 would leave well alone,

[t was panic stations pefore the imMportant visizors arived, but we maraged to gat
evaryzhing urder coatrel in time for cheir visir.

The Smiths caught the taie by the skin uf their teeth.

I h(\[}l‘. I‘]u'. [1:‘]1Hr ‘il‘llt|r'.1|r-\ W{HI’] IEENI P1IT LA ;I'.'lr{ly.

nit 17

g0 2.l cor - make a lot of ctfore
be 2 daddle  be very casy o do
go through the motions - do someraing withour enthusiasm er eXfor:
ae beavy-going — be difficalt of rircsome o ce
oull your weight = do your tair sharc
aave a bash — make an ammempr
L wish vou'd pull vour Hinger oar ard help me move the furniture,
Samy cide't like the exam, har L chovghe iz was 2 prece of ceke.
['m going o eet the job somchow, by hook or oy crook.
Sally could, ar a push, take over thz sroject for you.
The test was as easy as faliing otf a log.
Cror’t worry iF you don't -i1 tae game - just as long as you give it vour all.
Why don't vou have a go ar repairing the waching maching yourselt?
Pezsuading him to do what I warted was bke taking cancy from a baby,
Max will aiways go out of his way to Fels othezs.
| had no arohlens using the sublic ranspart systein there = it was child’s play. (e a0
wrticle used in his idiving
2t 2 tarough 3 out 4 out 5 cf 5 7 ky 5 trom
nE

Caourse, vou will. [ts as casy as falling off a log.

Let me have a go.

E: & going oot ot bis way 1o make & good impression cn her
Iz was a picec of cake,
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I'T5

18.1

18.2

18.3

18.4

8.5

19.2

Mall, Sam amd Semye are speaking in a nere i fornmol way,

Unit 18

1 Twauldn's ke scen dead working in a hamburger resraurant. AL my friends wonld laogh

ar ma. § st eouldn’t do i,

[ feel éuty bound to go home and s2e owy parents ar |zas oace 2 month.

['ve had enough coffee, thans, bur ancther one of those lovely cukes wooldu't go amiss,

L tnink that €0 nlaver hels toving ta sell is solea. If Lwete you, T wouldw'r wuch o with

a barge pole.

5 Tt's not worth my while trying the exanmt again, L failed the first <ime, aad Ull prebzhbly
fail again.

4 Qb

T T
LT T
| ; lulelk
Cslulo v e}

[ You're in Juck. Wi have just vne roor left for romghr.

2 1f push comes to shove, we'll just kave to sell the apartment.

2 Vdon't want 1o go with a big givup of seuple. | want to do my own thing.

4 1geta bill today for £7C0 for repairs to my <ar. Pm telling you, 1 nced a bill for £700
like I need a hole in the head right at this moment.

if noed e

takc your pick

br dyinng ra 15 always in the conanuens form {50 we don't say 1 always die toomee. him’)
in kooping wirh

[

P )

Possebie angpors:

Chesk vour answers with your teacher cr another good sprax<e of Inglish if you arc ot
sure whethe: they are correct o2 not.

1 1IN possibly give anyihiog to meet the sinpger Boly Dvlan
2 L'mdying o ses 3 visitor from Spain whe is connivg W sty al my hoose.

Unit |9

I It's unbikely B¢’ manage o <.iim> the meuntair without oxygen,

2 Tr's neither likely nor unkkely — 211 thet iz clzar is that Molly hersz)t now has no control
aver whal migkt Lappen.

3 s extremely Lkely voo'll guess his role correctly.

4 i's unbikely that slw'll be alile to coanplere ke coasse,

5 Ts extremely lkeby, £ ever seems cerraing that Beth will come g,

& Ir's neither liaely nor unlikely shar Rob will prss - eicher result see.ns to be equally possible.

¥ e sovnds unlikely tha the Librazy will have the recuired ook,

Y lt s exorernely Dikely, the speaker s 1n fact certan, that Graen well lose his job.

1 ~Nasuch luck!

2 Just oy leckt

3 1% che luck of the draw:

4 Dot sl your Laes?
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19.3

19.4

0.1

20.2

203

20.4

T'li sake pot lacx.
You should oe so ucky!

They™ve been merried for sclong that they take cach other for granred,

Weve dome all we can, Now the rescles of the clecton are in the lap o the gods.
Alex s chancing Mz arm a bir only applyiag ro one nmvers:y.

Mo orizes bor guessing whe got the joo in the end!

The cards were stzcked against Bart being able to perscade Lim.

It was touch-and-mo who would win che mawh,

W could all see [aa’s collapse coming.

Tet’s go down o the theanic on the off-charce that we can get some tickers that aave
been rerarned.

oo ol N e Do Ly

Dosstirle ansioers:
Check answes with your teacher ot s voclier cood speaker of Faplinho a0 yon ars -ue
sure wagther ey dre cOrrect or not

¥z

1 weat tao the theatrs on the cff-chance and managed o get a ticket,

I kecw wao would win the prize — it was 3 foregone concluzion,

T did as much work as [ could for the exam. Now it's i the laz of tac gods,

[ ran all the way to the station, buz sl missed the wrair. Just my lacx!

T went =0 the newsagert's to ask it -hey siill hac vesterday™ newspapers. No suck luck!

T haven'c seen the cinen progranine 1his week, so 71 take oot luck wher T g0 this evenine.

Unit 20

1 He is always the edd one out. If all his frionds do one sport, ke dees a difforeat one.

When he lost all ai< money. he still tried 1o keep up appeararces 2ven though he could

ner afford big likeseyle,

Sometimes it’s betmer to keep a low profile at work, I that way, nebody asks you o do

ditticult jobs,

< She made a name for herselt by being the 5-st womar to climb Mouns Everest,

5 He's always pattite on airs ard graces, ut everyone krows be's just aa crd nary persor
wita a vety undinary hackgrouad.

t~a

T

o
Anybody who is anybody -will ke at the coacert on l'riday, so don's miss it

It’s not pelitizally correct wo refer to ‘underdeve.oped’ countries any more. It yow don’s
want to cFend zeople, vou should szv *develaning nations’.

He was votad “lest up-and<oming acior' of 2001,

Thay emoluyel a ot of voung people as they felo 1hey peeded new bleod.

A lot ol the seople who Tive nilise hege houses near the beach are {rather 2 bit £ very)
sl Tee-nosedl,

2 —

e

My b s 3 rouph diamond. bor he's a very nece guy o faer.
7 She wus a pillar uf society, oo hen ot sl ong she was involved iooihe Hegal diug,
rrade.

I e e rising o beles prsition-; von acs beenming vory stceesstul,

2 Lhey Fuve no hame, no monsy and no oh.

3 ‘lhey are r:sing very rapidiy in the industry and prebably making a lor of money.

4 ‘I'hey think they are berter than other peeple, especialy people of a lower social class,
2o pillar of seowey

2 a eagh diamaon:d

4 a high-flye
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Unic 21

111 I of 2 o o n Lo () 5 f an

11.2  TDussible answers:
Check vour answers w.th sour wacher or another good spea<er of Enghsh -f you are rot
s whether they ars coz-eet or aot.

Ve sick and fived of waffic fams.

Tiel o top ol the werle wlen T Grishe| weting chi- hock!

The Victasia Falls in Africa weuk my breath pway.

Tieel o edge i o train ar plane Tane onoas ane i departng or acriving,

[ T

Tyave & edre cowe about words thar are very frequent zogl words that are or
freqaent in Englisa, T seid thar the word "Belging= was noc frequen: {(compered with
‘France’, ‘Traly’, et ), perhaps because Erirish proole don't mlk akooar Belgien. The-e
were pwvo Belinar people In the andiznse! T was very embarrassed.

2.3 Possridle arinrsr

Wher she told me, [ was s0 shocked T just stood there,

1 need help, 1 den’t know what to do / how 1 sheuld reactfact/behave.

1 had always been very relaxed and in contrel in my job, but suddenly ..

Fm wiiting because I am desperate / T have o idea how I can solve my probkm

BV

Meering a¢r there waea Iwasa's sxpecting 1o see ker made my day.

I'ra not suze whether T wart the joa or not. | have mixed feelings {aboot/rovrards th.
The gooa news made mc jump for jov,

1 go- a ckance to go to Canads for & weck. | was thrilled o b,

1le doesm's like people using his computer, wo ke won't take khindly ta the idec of sharing
one.

It you're fzeling down in the dumps, why con't vou come out with us tonisht?

I've had my fi'l of job inte=vicws — six in just two woeks! I never want another Jac.

Unit 22

22,1 The speake- hus a good reanionship with Anaa, For, the Browns a-ul Jimmy, our has o had
relarionsh p wizh Rob, Jane, the dog and Jack.

L P

] o

112 T wonle :m swalionely drop ey Boayfrienc thar s 1o rwe tme me.

|

2 Sngee his taken a shime ro her new teacher.

3 Tlease sizy in touch wich rme once you go home.

4 Nita’s bovinend promised to mase it up to ber fer forgetting her berthday,

3 Ihere's sometking about him that zlways rubs me up the wrong way,

6 We try 1o be frierdly, but the Smith ramily prefer 1o keep themselves to therselves.
7 1t vou want to leave carly, vou'd bezter try and stay in the boss’s good books.

¥ Rara really seems to have it in for me today — | don'’c kaow aow I've upsct him.

223 L bl 73 3R 43 5W

224 Possibic snswers:
Check your answers with voar teache: or anodher zood speaker of Inglish if vou are not
surs whecher thev are corvect or not.

1 lradicionaily e chid will bring an apple for the teacker, sut they rughn wy all sorts of
ather things like helping to uey up, behaving well in e elassroem, and so on.
2 You are confused ~ although vou 1w ret vet realisc iz

Enplsty Tfinms jer Dse
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3.2

23]

23.4

et

You migh: psy for the repair ancéer buy them Ecwers or chocolartes, or do somctiing

rucs jor them.

4 You can keep in oveh by phone, etter or c-mail. ! ke c-mail b
and casy.

3 It rbs mc up the wrong way when prople say Howe @ #ice day when

dan’t parncaasly mean iz

becavso it s 50 quick

viou know tagy

& They should ke dropped by beth ot the prople tat they were going ove with.

7 You may »¢ alone, bat you are not neeessarily lonely (.o unkappy) - you ‘ust prefer to
be oo your swn,

8 Not acoessanly = not o che way that it s of vou ger o like a house on bire, for
cxzmple.

Unit 23

1wl e

R clea't
larper -l life
make it biy

N TR

SAiria s miles awuoy.

[ b TN Sl)ld i 'rl]l Sh'] Kt 'rlll[l STAES.

t

2

3 The new sehoa’ s a far oy from the old one.

4 Yo van see hes tn love. Ir sticks/seands out a mile.
Ot Hos on love, Tou can seavspar it a mie off.

1 Sh’s 40 nexs week, bos she doesr wan: to make a big ching of it, She'd prefes just o
o ont for a meal with her busband racher than kave a big parre with lets of pecple.

* For any person i a eemperary jab, the possibiiry of vnemplonr erc Towms Targe,
especially ina tiire af econmaic recessinon.

% _l'lﬁ ||'||il)'||.‘i are l'.l'[:l".i'lﬂ'.il Fiy .'I"j['.l'l‘j‘:' I'I"[.' p_f}b](‘”', I:.Llr '.']'Il' L‘||1p|-'_!:,;['r‘; \\"” it l‘l]-:lgl: o1
inch, Thev say they nave made their final offer. and chac’s thet.

4 Ve have a now boss starong next week. Hes 2 bie of an unknown quannity - nonoedy

nas met kim or krnews much abour hin,

Ltixe having frieads 1o stay in my flaz, but only for a covple of days, In generzl, reiends

are nice in small doses; f they stay too long, they abways irritaze me.

& Wi should think big when wo come to olan the now wensite, Thers’s no goin in aaving
onc single, dull page; we should Rave lors of knks and video clips, anc as mary colour
pictures as pessible, and sound.

1

Memnegs amd possible sehfences:

the riiddle greuads soneling which vea prasls whoare argning o who o
A e 0
He i very gond ab finding the reaikdic proseed in mestings: wbien peagle are disgriring.

e R ]

the middlz of agwlere: a place which ts temore aod istlitze, and very fa- away from cit:es
o big owns
He tiwrs o b

k

VORHITALOE g ! wsmtedidle of puwhere, a prvfect o i frome the

hjr‘.r:.

sfpieres n,lr ey
be caugar in the midete. Jiad vourzelf srapoed Letweer two people who are arguaing or
disagreeing

Jim and Mary were baving a rerribic argionrent and [ was caeeht Gr the maddie, | el very
ermbarrassed and uncomforiable.

Faplisr: Idins an tlae |45



24.1
24.2

243

24.4

15.3

15.4

5.5

Unit 24

i

e b T — 20— A e P —

T

n the kreadline well-ro-i'c S well heeled living, in the lap o luxozy

Rub (30 ‘ar Aune’s business vennnte has beea couely raidier than prefitable.)

Caolin (Roth cams cost a lan but Daisy cleardy feels thal i was aor money well spent.)
Fred (Ed's danghter is exrmvegane ever though she may Jive plenty of money.)
Harry (Gill has lost hope of success.)

makig 2 pick 3 lap 4 furmune S noney 6 ghien 7 ruose
pay 9 warer 10 makong

lewes i she Tap of Taxwry

tiehten your bels

pay through the nose
spend money like water
A MY Spiiner

a rip-off

<
3

(o
o
"

RN BN

ke DR ] O G b Ld bd 2 O L i D

=

1

=

paper 2 mill 3 her 4 step 5 ceming & rut 7 oEn 8 sack
shap 1 head

snowed under with work

be headhuates

pull ous 21l che stops

ke given che sacg

in arut/ get out of a rot

{at the bottom'tas b he career ladder

bchind che econss = hidden

ceadrend — without prospects

get the sack — be disruiszed

off the record = naefbaally

on hold = delayed

pull cus all the staps = make an cffore
rushed ofl vour feel = very busy
vp-snd-conning, — promising

saowed 2 ostops 2 oow 4 npld 5 et 5 climh 7 hands
liehind

ossinie GRawers:

heck your answers with voor teacher or another good speaker of Faglish if you are ant

sLre whesher riey ure conecd or nil.

']

‘here isnt much of a varcor ladder in my profession.

teweral people got the sacx from oy workplace last vear.

The staff that are left are now 1p to their ears in work.

They certainly bave thewr work cur aur for them.

The shake-up has offcred management oppor:ugities to2 seme ap-and-comiag workers.
v working qay 1s very rarely —un-oi-the-mill,

4B Fnglich dgioms in Use



25.1

16.2

6.3
26.4

7.2

17.3

Unit 26

lime I'lac,:

by leaps anc aownds zll aver the place
drag wour fect letr, mgnr acd centre
tast and fumous on the spos (when it means in e sawe filace]
get @ mMove on the word spread

step by step )

¢n the spor (when it moans ivenediately -
1 lnar is making progress by waps and bourds.

2 Excitomont is at fever pitch,

3 Within munues the fire brigade was 02 the spot.

4 The sitnanior has gone beyona 2 joks.

[T TR B SRR

o L B

*

1

&
<
0

v

1
2
4
X

e b b

L

The haliday got off to a flvng starr.
I looked for you all oves che place.
The Bl s abowt (wo pea oo the rr.
Tl tare you through it step 5y siep.
)] 20 3oal 4 a 3 oal
Yes, becavse she would ae corsplmenting you on your rapid progress.
Me, bezause the speaker finds your bekaviour seriously worrying.
T hurry.
NO, it i cricuingls,

You mey crag your feet when you are o-ed fin che lisezal meaning of the phrzse’ aut,

tant o Jo sometaing.
a- loave siries rend 1o be mueh move slow--

as an idion, you drag your feel when you are el
Thrillers end 1o e fas: ool fusicnas woenre
maving.

Yes, decause it suppests that it s succzzsful from the very beginning.
You can xeep a dirv

Veov i

Very sxuited u-angry.

nit 27

& slip of the rongae
raking the mic</mickev
Lagr tor words

small talk

& pack of lies

[ didn™ kuww what to say. | was {compleezly) lost for words.
Not one word of his story was teue, I was {alll a pack of lies.
[ didn’r rncan to say it it was a slip of the rongue,

I d:dn’t men to offend her. | was just taking thz mick/mizkey.
It wazn't a very serious carersation, just small alk.

She's had a big peczona. problom, T should not make lighe of o,

11z rold e he had scadied matas ac Tlarvare, bur it {just) didn’ ring true.

She said she was a priacess wha had losc all ber »oaey anc position o a reveltton.
Thas a kely story!

She has FET 2 i 51 and drive 500 mi'es o work eves ¥ :]E.}'. It's no iU]{c / [a.u};hiﬂl{

MAlEr.

Er.gish idiems in Usa
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I saidd Tthough= she shonld ger he-self o boyfriend. Tr was an off-the-enff remack.

5
274 r ]
. iB
2 3
M wWlo R D
: N i !
| Al g
Fl B
CiC (N A BlO[U|T
K| HNE
L H
Unit 28
281 1 gera word in edgeways — Irs empossible to duterrnot Ye, she talks von-siop.
2 mss the point = She dida's really wndzestard whar | wanted o say.
2 speak your mird — He dosset hide kis personal opinions at all.
4 won't take no for an answer — She koeps on asking, oven thongh we s2id ne,
5 ircpeari word for word — 5Ec told me exactlv what her friond said.
8.2 1 H:lary well never take no for an answer,
2 Joss always speaks his mind.
3 Saly always seems to miss the point {of whar we're trving to say te herl.
4 She repeated word for word everything the rcache- said to her
5 htrizd toorel! he, but it was itpossinle o get a word in cdgeways.
28.3 | The future of the project is very uncerzain. No one knows if it will contince.
2 Probahly not. The scnzence means t is net in her character £ por tvpieal of Jer o Lelo,
3 Imall prine is ysaally founc at the bottom of contzzets, insurance poiicies,
acvertisemarits, cte, We can alse say fiue print.
4 Prohabl, not. If you reply "That's a matter of opinien’, you usually do not agree wich
the olier peraiy.
5 Nornecessardy a0 offon] langusge, but a linguage that people wse o evervday

business and for commicarion betwezr grouss whe have ditferent first Languages.

28.4 | loud 2 tall ardes 3 besidc 4 matter-of-fact

Unit 29

29.1 7 It's the last sezaw (that breaks the camel’s back).
2 Birds ot a reatne {tlock tegecker;.
3 loo many cocks spol tae breth).
4 While the cat’s away, (the mice will play).
5 There's no point / K's no good cryiag over spilt milk.
6 Doa's sur all your sggs iv one basket.
29.2 1 Manay hands make lighe werk.
2 Birds of 5 feather thock together),
3 Aovsence makes the hearr grow fonder.
29.3 1 Take care of the penaies/penee and the pounds will take rare of themselves.
2 The grass is always greener on the other sice of the fence.
3 All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy,
4 Deople who live in glass houses shouldn't throw stones.

148 English tioms jn e



29.4

30.1

10.2

30.3

30.4

30
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A bird in the hand is wozrth twa i the bush.
Birds of a feathor docs togethen

Whike the cac’s away, the wmice wil play.

It’s che last straw that hecaks the camcls back.

Absence makes the heart grow fonder

Blacd is thicker than vwater,

Mauny hands make hgnt work.

Actions sprax lovder than wosds,

There's nu pemt £ It's ro good crying over spiit mitk. -
A bird in the berd tis wazth mwee in the bushy.

nit 30
ruml I memery 4 el 4 memory 5 nivd & nynd
mirnd 8 memory 4 vnd g mernry

1 durr think ™ mow hine, bt nis name vines 8 bell

Wha~ is the woed for w2 [ean'o revaember i O den, it~ o the tip of my tongoe.
M 1y, | shonld be able o remember the revine fur vow el me racc my brains.
Try not 0 inerrupt kis train of thaoeht

Ay sor 5 mach more adventurons dhan §owas A s age the thooght of wavelliog
akroad alone would never have crossed my mind.

Qv of s5:phe, car of mina,
rack your brains, on the vp of your rorgac
oush

Thinking hard fecls like stoctching vour bram, making it dn sormechive thot i difficeh

for it ta ag.

[zisurely walk

g -
carry

nng a bell
camefsprang
WS

slinped
racked
camefsprang
jogred

nit 31

s early devs ver - Surncone a-kys v F von e an Er

within vang mevory  Never for as long ag am
muzk sain
since rhe year dor - You zell semeone about a very ancien madition.

e LAT

iisi cowe aftee only one day,
ciremlien, s there bezn so

the shase of thirgs to come - $omeone shoves you a car which is driven by solar coersy,

on the threshold of — A sciencist clzims to ke on the poin: cof discavering a cure for

cancer

v Lk there’s no tumorrow — Someone s soending 2l their savings careleysly

Tais cor zeally is the shape of things to come,
Peaple have pecn doing this cveny spring since the year dut.

Engfisdi Mioras my Use
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3.3

314

322

323

32.4

A selentist s an the theeshold of discoverog a wurs for caneer,
['ve oaly heer to 4 couple of lessons, It's carly days yet

Jim's spending momey like there’s no tomarrow,

Toeiz's aever keon zin ke this within ving memory.

oy 1A

It's only a marter of rime before we discover life cn atacr plancrs.

At the cnd of the day, vou can never trest a polizician.

T neves learet the plarc as a cluld, s I'm making up for lost ttme by taxing .cssons.
In the short wrm, U sconoric situation looks good, but in the leng term, the cudook
iz ot sa gaod.

This bicvcle has seen better davs. | should rea'ly gee 2 new coe,

Coule! Fou LS thi corpeter for the time h(—.ing el the new one arrives?

W slen af the Gsaes Gaost pins cuiv's spuak b a il hupuo boing, when vou wlephone
L an k. Al vo I AT ADLONIATIC v,

This mil< is om af date. Il dhicow 1 away and oper & 1ew carlm.

4 Tt eosts a lot of money now, bow in the dong ron owil be a gooh mvesnnens, Vs sore,

o e

o = S

=]

1 e T heiors, bl 3 lor, a) 1

Unit 32

3ol bk

1 It runs like clockwork.

2 We ser off at the crack of dawn.

¥ We were worling agains: the clock.

4 [ve had cnoagh, Lees <all it a day.

5 v hippens this wey rine tmes cuac of ten,

. there and tac1 - The doctor examingd me immediztely.

1 wpc in 2 blue moon - 1 only seo Parrick very raccly.

3 in no fime at ;U = The now house was built very quickly.

4 off and on ~ Till plavs golt oceasionally, bus got often.

5 doeen’t have a minute to call her own - Paula iooks amer three kias and has 2 fud-rime
f{}[‘!.

T from seratca

2 ongein a liferime

3 once and for all

4 from tizac to time

3 work against the clock

& nice times o of oo

Possibe answers:

Creck your answers with vour teacher or anather oo speaber af FEuglisho il om ace nat

sure whether they age cortect or not

1 I'd ics? tae rotes for miy e:say $o 1 had to sta-t trom scratch,

2 Wher I was oifered che chance to study ‘o the USA, I new such an opporounty woold
come along oaly ance o a lifeilme.

3 The poverr ment shanld do someting w0 solve the problen of Vlezal drugs once and for
all.

A Twee my cosing (rom tirme to thine, ko oot el

5 Rasene leams are warkivg against the elock

€ Mine tiines ont of (en i 1 buy sceeth oy one o
another snop the very 1ext day.

for warvivass of the earthquake,
ay, Tl see 1he same thing cheaper in

Fngfish Irfinmns in Use




325

331

332

333

334

33.5

34.1
34.2

34.3

B Well, off and an. iQy, slightly morz formally, from time to time.)
B: ™, I think we should da it now, once and for all,

Well, we can try, kot ;inz tdmes out of ten he's foo busy to ineet anvone,

B:
B: Well, we'll jusr have o work against the clock @o et it finisaed by taen.
B: e, Iee had enoagli La's call it a day.

Unit 33

W b b S8 ] & R bed P

R - Y

o

T W e e [

-

3

zes wird of soraething — hear 2bout sometning seeret .
go to the ence of the sarth — do 2verything you can

spread like wildbice — move very fast
be in ceep water — be in 2 citficuls sitnation

be 1 drop in the acean — be an insiznificant pazs of somethong

blew het and cold — reacs in differear, unpredictable ways

see how the wind is blowing — eoserve bow a situadion s Jeve'op'ng
add luel re the Aames — maks & difficult sizuasion worse

You'l e tine working for somenne ke char - he's the sal: of the earth.
Unafertunazey, my advice fell on stony ground.

Uafortunazely, hor anan worcs have coly added fuel to the fire/flames,

| th:ok Rase mos: ke .n hot water - the hoss las asked to see ber at onee.
Lance is eally aut of hic depth in his ew jols

Sorecdding vemonrs Bl cdas is playing with fire.

Plick a number et of the air ord muliply it by 3

I'he police were enable oorun the sseaped eonvicts o ground.

The e of thair divince spread like weldfire.
[ sevween the devil and che deeo Blue sea,
There is 00 smoke witwow fire,
Dune siy anvthing i ce Yeat of the o,
] l"r”l’. |1.'|'.J W:]\.' hl' ]F]I)\'\"‘.{ hf_'lr ¥ [] {.I)]:I

Twas thrown noar the deep e when [sarted nriversice,

play wrh fire
pluck o nucaber o af rhe ga
1 in the ocean

Yuu ey give slightly differem answers aere, b hasically ennli cereis to rzpresent heing

Fractical and naru

represent ditfically e fire seens (o represear anger or passior.

Unit 34

ok Ly

G b —

n 2k 3 A 4 €

iJi' sexiny i I'ﬁ[!1(’.¥l"11 \'ﬂ:{,l.‘t’ﬂl’.‘.‘-.\ :I'Ill: II]Il:i_"”.l'di'['_t_\-‘ WITST SEnS i

Wikie-collar wosicers work i offices and dfre-coliar worsers co physica work, usually

in kzctories,

You are green with cavy
You ars blue i the Zace,

I-is ! You arc in the red,

You are gven the green lighi.

I was ansolurely green with envy when she won o trip o Los Aageles.

I'ra 750 pouncs in the red, and the bank has asked mc ro say it ack immciiarely,

The blue-collar woz<ers are or strike, but the ortice staff arc stil working.

English lalams i Llse
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35.2

362

4 You can talk to hee ull vou're blue .o the face; she won't listen,

3 Ifthe city authorit:es give tae green Lgit 50 the new conservation project, it will begin
NEKT yeat.

1 lwarete see a contracr in black ard white, not just an informal agresment,

2 Iwarwed o apoly tor a visa, buta f2end told me shere is a lot of / too much red tape,
0 ['ve decided to rorger it

2 My new koose has a hig garden. bot L don't have £ haven't got green fingers, so il
probably never da any gasdening.

4 She was cavght red-handed stealing food freo the schonl kichei.

5 Ile% always incroducing ced hewdngs {inte the discuszion.

Unit 35

1 wide of the nnk

.,:— 1HArE [hl‘. [)]IJTIH-".

3 lavfpur vonr cards an e table

4 Lack fooseguare onz

3 when the chips are down

& olay ball

I 10 von play youar vards righr, you should get @o invitation o her narrv.

3 Wown the chipy are down, you Jear: who vour real fziends are.

3 The ball 1s in the:r court, so we'll have wo wait arnd scc whar they do.

4 [If you sign the contract, orhers will soon follow suir.

& Qo the spur of the moment we decided to go away for the weekend.

& The children picked Mother some flowers ot their own bat.

7 Lining by train rathes than bus or car would be vour best oes,

I Let’s ask Poee for advies — he's usual.y on the ball.

2 The gevernmienr always trics to pass the buck when there are cconomic problems,
saying the prev:.cus regirae is to hlame.

3 Td hike you sach to tell us whv vou kave decided to do a crestive writing course; Marie,
would you start the ball rolline, pleass?

4 Applicants all have ro aprev to the same coadiztions for the baterview in mcer o ensure
a level playing ficld.

§ Noonz askec him to help — he did i off Ais owo hat.

& If you keey vour things nidy, the aihers pay follow sait

7 Itis still o the cords thae 0 ger a convvaa e she foln

8 He been very frank amd has pur his cards on the rables pews we'll have e dis rhe sane,

2 H= clairs he can soeak Tlaear Japarese; laes call his bloff and mvize lum o divnst aith
nr Japanese gueses.

LInit 3é

1 & dark horse

2 2 party arimsl

3 & guinea pig

4 2 cold Hsh

1 geraavoitake tae bit senween vour weth

2 make a beeline for

3 alon: wolt

4 your bark is worse than vour bize
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36.3

364

37.1

372

7.3
374
37.5

37.6

5 chase your tail

& ruthe ooireald RIS of yoLrself

1 Pat: Mo, he's a bir of a lone woll,

2 Chris: Basy! Ir's ridiculous! T ery to keep up with taings, bus ['m usr chasiog my eail.
3 Mike: Yes, he won't give up, [ie%s realiv gor the bit botween his teeth,

4 Fiona: Yes, | made a {reall pig of myself. [ feel se full now!

§ [ver  Oh, don’t worry about him. 1 1is bark is werse than his bite.

g fue: Ol yeah, e always inakes a beeline fo: the prettiest gie. in the room.

1 Big Joe is quite harmless really, altaougn ae looks tough. TTe woudn't hurt a tly,

2 [ already know about [ill perting divorcee. A Little bird rold e,

3 1 hate making a speech to a big audience. [ always ger butterflies in my stomach.

4 It’s a very voosaal school. The papils arc given ‘ee mein to co just woar they like.

5 1 really got the navel hog her 1we noon a rekking holidey 1o Nesal. T ean’ wait 1o go

away apii.
f Td love 1o e o By or the wall when Nygel rolls the boss he's resigring.

Unit 37

1T There’s not {cnough; room o swing a cat at my house,

2 Tl les you snews by snatl mait.,

3 Deser has ler the cat out of the bag,

4 The econumy is peing te the dogs,

5 Th= ailice stall were moming round like headless chickens.
1

2

3

1

2ut the cat among the pigeurs
& can of worns
lige wazer off 1 duck’s Lacs

.

Y 2 oa) 3¢l
1 the kag 2 feolers 3 the law of the juagle

1 tako che Ball by che horns
[meaney: act decrsvely, and froe a cffionlt or challengive situation ‘noa conficlent way)
2 Lkl two birds weeh coe stone
[meaning: prodoce mwo useful resuie: by just deing one acnar)
3 atasnals pace
{meaning: ineredibiy slowls!
4 lize a bear with a sore head
tmraning: semeont I8 behaving mv & vers bad-tempered or irmitakle way)
a dog’s breakfast
{meaning: a mess: somcching that aas been done werv badly)

-

1 was t2ving to tinish my cssay for my English class by the end of the week. bur ir all
seemed to be going ar a snail’s pace and | was not very motivared. So I dec:ded o take the
bull by the horns. T staved uo unril zfter midnight every cav for four davs anc worked on
my essay. [ was tired in the inoings, aad weat round like a bear with a sore head =1 day,
bu, i e enc Tanaged w kill two Tivds wiel eoe stonc: T finished <he sssay and Trezd 2
nember of imporane books T-hould live vead werks ase. My lust essay was 3 Lircf a
dog'’s brezkfast, but I":n hopieg this one will get a betesr grade,
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38

38.2

383

38.4

39.1

39.2

39.3

39.4

Unit 38

2 She war lowking daggers ac e lase wighe, T waader wiae e daree 6 apsec fer?

(=]

trying to twist the knife even further,

(s SO T N Y

I really think you should bite the buller, and go and speak to him.

She stuck to her guns and didn’t sign the contract. So they've changed it.

You're jumping the gun. Wait till we know whose fault it was before you complain.
Freddy really puts the knife in somerimes. He is capable of saying such cruel things.

Her last remark was so hurtful, especially as [ was already upsct. | think she was just

1 You're fighting a losing bartle trying to persuade the teacher o tell vou the exam
questions before the exam takes place.

P VR N

When it comes to the crunch, I'll be there to supporr yvou.

I'm my own worst enemv when it comes to trving ro save moncy.
You'll be in the firing line in your new job,

I'd like to have a shor ar bungee-jumping one day if T ever get the chance,
(If 1 were vou, I'd / I think you should) hold fire before you send that letter.

TAURUS Someone
you thought was a
good friend will say
something very
hurtful today, and
later on will make it

GEMINI Two
people you like and
respect will quarrel
today, and you'll be
caught in the middle /
between the two of

| CAPRICORN
Someone close to
you will try to tell
you what to do, but
it’s time you acted
independently | took

VIRGO You've
always thought of
yourself as a strong,
determined person,
but someone
discovers a weakness

even worse | say them. Try to stay control of your own of yours | your weak
something even more neutral, or you'll risk life, so don't be afraid point and makes life
hurtful. Stay calm and | | losing a good friend. to make your own difficult for you.
don't lose your decisions.
temper.

1 by 2 &) ¥ a) 4 ¢

Unit 39

I Tts the best thing since sliced bread!

2 Ir provides the bread and burrer.

3 [ was left with a sour taste in my mouth!

4 He had egg on his face!

5 You can’t have your cake and eart it.

1 bitter 2 wherted 3 fruie 4 flavour 5 date 6 cake

7 toath § mouth

1 have a sweet tooth

2 be the best/greatest thing since sliced bread

3 pass [ be past your sell-by date

4 have egg on your face

5 bear fruit

6 make your mouth water / whet your appetite

Possible ansivers:

1 Piano teaching is her bread and butter though she still hopes to succeed as an acrress.
2 The smell of fresh strawberries always makes my mouth water,
3 Geri Halliwell seems to be flavour of the month in the pop music world at the moment.
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40.1

40.2

40.2

45.2

4 Kate kad 2gg on aer face wher she failed to recognise the managing dircetor of her
company.

5 For mz c-mail is the best thing since sliced sreac.

5 [ hope thay all our work on this project will Bear frut,

Unit 40

i Alrlines drive me cound the bend! You s never got sinple infarnation from them
when you phone thew up.

Y [dox't have any extreme visws bl snyibing. I quite middle-of- he-road.

3 T dide'e like heratall, and TFepe our paths never cooss ageing 1o be howes

4 I's a good ided v chiange von- joh every fewe vears, TS very masy 7o ver souck inoa rueaf
you're not coarelal.

3 This viddews vight up vour stresefalley. Lo 2l abone how violins are made.

v Well, its been -
Thar TV programime asoue hirds <5 mght up your s

l:.'”\i[lj_" CLE ¥OULL M:l:r'hL‘ uor Pﬂ[h.‘- \\-"i]] LTINS !'ill ‘.'nrn('.whurl'

ey, Yan shoald wateh

3 Jom s fainly middle-of the road when e comes o ervironmental =06,

A The phoiocopier drives me round the bend. It always breaks down juse wheo vou aeed ic
il .

5 Lpawe npowy jobk and werc ronnd te woclé, 1 f2Io 1 had gar stuck in a rut
1 Felse Temoans they ive it 2 remerefisolorad ploce.
2 lrue.
3 lrue,
4 False. Tt means someshing is very difficult and proslemasic,
5 False. Tt means ey are foJowing a wrong or misguided idea or cousse of asticn
1 1% time 1o hir the road,
2 The bus is tre vasics way 1o get frne & ro B roumd here i bisiney area,
3 The Lupecial Hoe' has grealty] gone downball, 1on’ e dhere.
4 tih'uk vouw'ce on the nghs track.
5 Lhe new tock music festival has really put my‘our town on the map,
& I thnk my councry is ar a crossroads.
- Unit 41
1 simng on the ferce
2 mesring your fout in the docr
3 weting out of had o clie wrong, side
1 fving off e handle
3 purting sncwone inche picturs
€ feeling an himwe

4 bureing the candle ot boct erd:

I A decsiva seson will come ilown or one side 07 the other,

2 The student wimis 1o work thers o the Zurure, aed perhaos woold Lk @ full dme ok
thit connzany after gradvanag.

3 People nfren burn the candle at beth ends botare an exam when they are studying kard.

4 You're more liey 1o sav that somothong importare, somathing which has signiticant
connecuences, is broaght hone o you.

5 Prabally pleaseil hecanse imicanor s said o be “+he sincerest form of flatrery” - thovgh
n e circurnstanees people can be annoved kv beirg copred.

6 You arz beirp honest becaase vou are keeping ther informed,
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You feel irritable all day.
They are in an angry mood.

41.3 get / put me in the picture
make yourself at home

fly off the handle

as safc as housces

Aot b= 26 =

41.4

It will rake some rime before the impact of the new legislarion comes home to / is
brought home to the person in the street.

Sophic will make herself ill if she goes on burning the candle at both ends.

Before you rake over the project, I'll put you (fully) in the picture.

The police think that DNA resting will hold the key 1o proving who the murderer must
have been.

Jim got out of bed on the wrong side this morning.

The government can't sit on the fence for ever.

Rob flies off the handle / hits the roof/ceiling at the slightest provocation these days.

If you want to get fit, why don’t you take a leaf out of Katie’s book and join a gym?

R ]

=B =]

41.5 Possible sentences:

Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if you are not
surc whether they are correct or nor.

What's the marter with Melanie? She seems ro have gor out of bed on the wrong side.
Please make yourself at home while I go and get ready.

My sister’s burning the candle at both ends at the moment — she’s gor exams soon.

| wasn't at work last week, Can you put me in the picture, please?

I love being at my brother’s. I really feel at home there.

Why don't you take a leaf out of Sandra’s book and ger a weekend job?

Unit 42

42.1 1 came 2 on 3 hir 4 find 5 kept
42.2 1 Is Anna Conda really a princess? - [ don’t know, but she’s very upper-crust.
2 I guess he was delighted with the news? — Yes, he was over the moon,
3 So your new project failed after all? — Yes, it bit the dust.
4 Did your long talk with David help ar all? - Well, it did help ro clear the air a bit.
5 Did your dad enjoy his golfing holiday? — Yes, he was in his element,
6 Is Alfie a very romantic tvpe of person? — No, he’s very down-to-carth.
42.3 1 You could feel a sense of fear in the air when the planes came overhead.
2 lrreally is a breath of fresh air for us thar the company has decided to move to London.

We are all bored with working in a small town.

3 Sally came (back) down to carth with a bang when the bank manager told her she had
spent all her money.

4 Things are up in the air at the moment. I'll let you know when a decision is made.

42.4  Possible answers:

Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker of English if vou are not

sure whether they are correct or not.

1 My father was a very down-to-carth person. He always had a practical solution to
problems. Sometimes [ think our polirical leaders are living on another planet! They
really do not know how ordinary people live, and what their day-to-day problems are.

2 I felt over the moon when I heard that one of my books was a best-seller.
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43.1

41.2

43.3

41.4

44,)
44.2

L= L N N N

3 An o friead Lhad not scen for 15 years was on a cycling holiday and she passed
through the vllage wheze 1 lrve, and calied in to say hello witheur any warning.

4 Pmon my clemont when T plaring mosic oo me guitar or on my fiddle (viclhint with
frivnes,

If yoou ere shaking hke a leaf, 1t mezns vou are trembling because vou are a“raic or

nervous. {Leaves atten cremble in o the brecze o wind.

2 Islept like a Jog means 1slept very wellideeply. (A fug is & very soic, Bezvy pieoy of woodl

3 if you go with the flow, you ler events carry you zlong, without makiry any decisions
yoursclt, ¢ The flow here sugpeests a river flowing slong and careying things with it

4 It it gocs apamnst the grain for vou to say or do somethice, it means it is oot in yoor

character, or it is against voar kasic beliefs and principles 1o qav/de it iThe erafit incans

tae ratiral lines you see in wond. Tf you want to cat woed witd a saw, it is nore

diffizubt o cut it against the grain than zlong the graio )

Unit 43

1 Tt could se hech, but the phrase 1s more ikely to ke used idiomerically meanng an
GRpOITUNILY.

2 Probalbly haspy beczuss it was casy,
3 Yes, you arg, because vou won't be abiz zo go dack to how things were.
4 Cacer them up beeause they arc miseranle.
5 I yau're averworked,
& Toskow vau tae rapas.
7 They'll probazly he annuy 2¢ with vou = urless they alsa wanat charee.
8 1lelping taem.
1 same 2 glain 3 dzeks 4 sailing 5 puzh G doldrums 7 oar
& cleas
change tack — take a ditfer¢t course of action
know the ropes — be familiar with how thinpgs are Cone
try a different tack - ittempt to de semething in e different way
learn the ropes ~ ger ro keow Fow to do thines
be a quivering wreck — e ina weak meneal or plivacal condition
stecr 2 middle course — ucz in & way that is na' extiene
1 Leave thirgs as they are — it’s berter not to put/stick your ear in / rock the boat.
2 Everything must seem strange at frst, hot you'll soor lenn i the ropes.
3 Tinish your course befire vo1 o trave By — <liere’s o point in borming your
boats/beidges,
4 P;i."EIIES uﬁll:l”y ||'_¥ 11 SIEET i lllidd}ﬂ UONITNE: her\\’t‘?ﬂ |eﬂi£"|'|(_"i' 'rl'l'[i .‘ilri{'lll[".‘i‘i.
3 &allys very miserable  do e know why sae's inthe doldrums?
6 The vew lin - heud to be “ecling (alh) ar sea o lus furst dav o1 school  perhaps you

i 1|E'}il.
Things are not working our  let’= change tack / ory a different tack.
& I hate job irtervicws — 'm always a quivering/neevous wreck betors them.

Unit 44
1o 24 30 48

~1

b B: Yes, it really put/threw a spanner in the works.
2 B Yes, he seems t2 be back-pedalling,
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44.3

44.4

44.5

45.1

45.2

45.3

B: Yes, he absclutzly blew a fuse/gasker.

B: Yes, everything seems v be just quistly ncking over,
B Yes, I-hink we gor our wires/fines crossed.

Br s, it's pravakly a guod idea to give her a boze,

o R

i e pipeling

pEF T gear
a back-sear crive

e —

It twok us a long time 1o get iato o
Brad is a back-sear driver.
There are i

n 'I'I'I\" ?j})L‘|i11l: |‘[II' H N I At '.’-'il‘t‘.-'fl}’.

— L led

o0 2 under 3ok <in 5 over A oon
Unic 45

I Tl Z tumhbs 3 bl 1 finger 5 handd & tuunl 7 firgers
& linger- S finger Tv bl

1 Ithink it would be gooc if vou got some first-hand experience of working in 1 poor
covntey dcfore wacking for ar aic organisativn at hume,

2 Jerrv has washed his hands tcompletely) of the club conurittes. 1le was so disgraned
that he iust qL‘iT., wned never wanrs o see a1y vl Tiein }I:J,i!il'..

3 That new wewen ~tanion o ke coe sticksSstands oo Ske awre thnby! Youw'd think
they sl Fave baile v bleul in with -he fandscape.

4 Have you ever iried your hond al werer-sknng? My siseer®™ gor a hoat if vou weald Blke
Ty,

3 Valways nave re have te enoklbook ro hand when I'm trving our 2 new recipe.

& 1 ton kosy w olay foothall every woek aow, bur ! really shoold play acczsiona.ly, just
¢ keep my kand in.

¥ She got her ringers (badly] burnt cn the steck cxcnange. She suugar snac
Tnzerner company that wont barkrupr.

0 an

[ Do yeo thok von

QUI SUMNer Colbip.

I vou're the sort of seison whe s prepared 1o wan vour bacd tc anvihice, yua’ll e

aplz z0 garn a lot of money; people are alweys lanking for willing workers.

3 1wasz very pleased whea tagy toid me my pro cct had leen given the thombs up.

4 1 decided to wach mv hands of tae whoie icea and to have an icvolvemncen: whatsoeve:
in it.

3 W vou want to ke o good mpression at a business raccting, it i a good Wea to kave
all the wacts and figures at your fingertips.

& ‘Lo build a horrible concrere bridge over sech z seavtifu. ziver 1s torrble. [t srands out
like g sare thoml!

vonle pive e s and this weekend? 1 have 1t ciove sorme furnitare

(2]

Tollow up

W szid at the hcu,innint'_ of the coit that fmuls e fdiomy aften refer 1o l‘.\wrlf:r:||'|‘., l'.l_:lllr(_\|,_
act:ng and exercising skills, [dioms whick “ullaw ihose idecs nelude 6o e someatihing o
kand it have it near you, immediately availa'alz), to be s dab kaad at soeelbing (o e
viey pood 4 very skilful az somsthing). Fingers seem o touch thongs. Taurbs seery to ke
something roziceable, visible, as a signal of somethinp, e.s. 2o #umt g 7 meaning to
hirzk-hike, But remexker, these are just general guicelngs 7o meaning, and individual
idioms may suggest a different kind of meaning. e.g. 15 be winder sopizone’s b
1pcaning to be controlled by ther.
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46.1

46.2

46,4

46.5

Unit 46

Lo i fret — b et lezs £ wann o Imive!
3 i vear fest — leed ailiar witk soanerhioag
1 he under somenne’s feer — he constanily inthe way

assfal

EE‘T l!jll'i. o Ilnf wl‘(mg I'Ulll — sTars U'I:f :_[1 a ‘il}li'l \’hﬂ:-'
|J('. rllbhfd l‘ih‘ !.'l']l]l' t-l:'lj'l - |:|E \-".::'I'}" [\IJ&V

t‘;[,'.‘ {_'l"l]l.] fr‘:‘i - Tl't:'l'l‘r & er
‘;rﬂ"l:_l all ¥ONT fhv'n ™o [ bt ht‘ 'i'l'ld!_":\f_‘:'[lll‘.n‘

keen Biorh (et oa e granie emain connzscted <o che pea worhd

A landffall o your feer e Tk yts

ik -

o]

o

Povisahiv aisivers:
Check your answezs with yeur weacher or arether good speaker of English it veuw ate not
sure whet1et they are corrct or not.

1 Tisually pet itchy feet wehen the sinmnmer heldidhivs stare, aned long l geaway and tras
2 i me a few weeks 1o Ul oy feer inoiny aew joo,

3 The dog is abwsvs under inv eer when I'mpeodng reacy for work.

4 T andes] o ny feet when Teer my friend Pac and he cBered me a roem in his hovss, 1t
nad been o differle zo Tind acemmmodarion,

L got off o0 the wrong foor with my reacaer and womve neve- liked each ather sinee the
first dey.

1 was rashea off my feer last week, but fornunately things ars a bit quizter chis weck.

| ofen gor cold fest atrer I've mace a bug decision.

T had to learr w stand oo my own two fect when | left bhome and weat to uoiversiny.

U 1 became very rich ane tamoeoss, §oope U'd zbways ke abie 1o kzep both fzet on the
ground.

L said | woudd join im o the protesr march, but tien gor cold feet and dide’ g at 'l
She wes rushed off her feet in the shep last mongh, bur she's pleased thar the dusiness iy
doing well.

He'll have to learr wo scand on his own nwvo teer row that he's at collese and not living
ar home any more.

Mavis and | got off on the wrong foot when she Frst juined the company, aut now
wi'te working very well together

[ve ot ttchy feet these days, 1'¢ iove to g0 aff on 1 Backpackong holiday somewaese,

E=l=c i ) i

—

e

-~

rn

sut your foot 1o it
Sollaw in sornenae’s foorsteps
keep sotneone aa the'r mes

True.

True.

False. They kuep you busy £ working with all your enesgy

False. You folluw the same coutse of aotion as them, for example, you take uo tae sams
arofassion a: vour moterfather

T[ (118
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Unit 47
47.1

Akone of . Gondenten Lhe (28FE oo bonos
BONE ”"(
Wt I ) \“\\
I haye a bone . B0 pick with Low © Lcan feel . ik En My oones
47.2 1 1have a bone ta pich with vou.
2 TLis hook wil give you the bare bones, Lo it doesn’t go lote great detail.
3 [t tain'e we should allow the cosr oo hecome 1 hone of comtention (lvetween us).
4 Theres gojng ry e trouble at work. Toan Teel 3 in my Faenees,

473 | <) 2y ER b 4 x) S B o)

41.4  Tossible answers:
Tthirk you should keep Harold at arm’s tength, as he can be a very diZficndt peesen
[ had to admut 1 was wrong,. | didn't really have a leg to stand on, so :t was pointless trying
o defend my actions.

47.5 1 ley: the iwiom means thar something is very expensive
2 chance: if you ehance your sept, yoU Tade @ 05< N acder to get semething you wane

Unit 48

| can't understand/accept how much she's changed since she mer Joel.

Mary will never attract admiring gazes in the way thar her alder sister docs.

You'll End it extremely funny when yeou sce Bill wearing a cinner jacker.

Dick hadr’t had time to prepare a speech, but ke spoke very well without having made
AnY Preparitions.

If I were you, T'd keep a low peofile / be as inconspicucus as pessible vntil the siniation
tmpoosvas.

Sar1 wants to use vour sow 6 otild a treehouse - you'c berter put a stop to that plan.
My huss reacted very angrilv just becausz [ asked for an exra day off.

]l Wil |]]l’ ﬁr.‘il |i'”-:'. ['}]a'\_ ]UEI]'”EJ llﬂlj l'rl”"\Cd Hl]l)llr. 'ﬂ"n”l.i”j__‘, il Wlllk .J]iTl.‘illi .Jlld ]ll‘.r
farher atamed her new boyfriend for giving her idess

48.t

o b —

b T LY

a0

48.2 1 Mel screaned her head off when she saw a rat under the tahle.
2. \‘;’q'llfll 'I'Il'. Fi}i}r J'.I'Inl'_‘LII'IK'.E'd l:lﬂl I.:]l: ||I-'JI'IC Wk ]l}]\"illj__; r:n;:;i'n‘. I‘l[lll.l'TII'INA_\ H” ll]:
passerigers hehsved calm'y and noone Lost dieie head.
3 Twnaryiag o get him to gye op smaking, but a8 laye Been Bangiog sy head agains
a brick wall.
You'll sasily pass vour dziving rest a5 long as yuu keep vour head.
I wish he wouldn™ snap my head off when L ask lum abour hus work.
sack and Sue have ot deen geesing on well for seme time now, but Jack'’s rodencss to
ker last night brought things te a head and they had a blazing row.
7 The cisagreement over pay cam¢ to 2 head at a mecting vesterday.

48.3 1 bure so:nzone’s head off
2 keep your head down

&
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48.4

4%

49.3

49.4

3
q
5

kl'l‘p your ]lr_?] [.i n]_‘]f_\v“.' WAarar
by sanging, vour Fead agamse a brics wall
turn heaeds

Pussihibe amsvers:

Check your answers with your teacher or another good speaker ot English if you are not
surc whether they arz correct or not.

|

[ hal oy head Bivien off by an ex-loss once. 3t wazi'l, T chink, becanse of anyihing
serions thal Tl demie, sut wa- sineply becanse e was having some provlems ar home
az the time.

2 T'd fad it hard ca k=ep my head if L was in an emergency sitnation in an asrnplane.

3 Perhaps the last dme Tlangned my head off weas watching thz comecy 1V quiz show
Have 1 got ks for you.

4 Sonneone tally dark and handsorae viizhe turn my headl in the steeet or soneone wearing
very striking ctorhes,

5 WVarious wriets, political figures and dop stars kave all, ar d:ffercat times. been
criticised for putting ideas ineo vourg people’s heads.

& It won.d depend what its caxpectations weze. It might be pleased that ic was nor making
a loss; on the otker hand, it might not be pleased that it was not making a significans
profit,

Unit 49

I face 2 throstds) 3 shouwder & sk 3 thren A mexk 7 ochest

& Tucu ¢ face 1 Fair T e

I You ory to keep a straight face when vou wan. uy control vour laughter

2 You put a brave face oo sene hineg when vou tev o hide vour disappeivement.

3 You can e saic to e le":ng_ ¥oLr Tain ot when oL gl veny npset alioal 5IJ1II(‘|]li'1;:'_.

4 YrIL ||'|'r||<l' a :lf.ln |H'l:'r|.‘|[ llf .'illl-.le-..}li'l}_'l '.\"}II"'” }"L"U f“d”'.il R} l]lli"l!_" \'Ul"lt".-hi"[.\'. WTIIT'E‘.

S You mav meke © face when vou are rot pleasec zbhnat soamermng.

£ You take sannething st face value when vor 2ceepr v 10 a swaightforward way.

7 You may b r1'd 1o keep vour hair on when you are showing vour anger.

8 You give snmeene the cold shovlder when vou deliberately ignore them,

1 Roee™ facher dicn tnree a hair when sae told humn she was EUITLE T Eet aeriel

2 Tawizh my boss world let me ger on with my work inszesd of breatung Jdown my neck.

3 You shoell el bim direezly how you feel rather than jest giving him the cold shoulder.

4 Nina is very worricd adout her husband's illngss, bat she’s putting a brave face on ir.

& Keeo your hair on!

6 If you take what they say at face valus, vou'l'snon ger disadpointsc.

7 Having to do homework is such a pain in ths neck!

% [ have to tel you a ceeridle secret. [l go mad if T don’ get it off my cheet scon.

1 gee it off yoaur chest

2 ram sometlnng down sorweone’s throat

4 pur a brave frce an somcthing

4 teatfpall your hair oot

5 breathe down someonc’s neck

& give somecnc the cold shoulder
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50.2
50.3

50.4

51.1

51.2

Unit 50

1 B Don’t worry, if it’s just over the limit, they usually turn a blind cye.
2 B: Idon't know. Let’s wave and see if we can catch her eve.

3 B: No, not really, we just don't sec cye to eye.

4 B: Yes, it’s been on the blink for a while now.

5 B: Yes, Ilearnt a lot of things. Tt was a real cye-opener.

6 B: No, she didn’t bat an eyelid.

1 eyes 2 eye 3 eves 4 eves 5 eves

I An accident can happen in the blink of an eye.

2 His behaviour at the meeting raised a few eyebrows.

3 You should always have/keep one eye on your chances of promotion when you take up
a new joh.

4 A very strange sight caught my eye as I was driving along the motorway yesterday.

Lines 1, 5, 6 and 11 use the word eye in its literal sense, meaning ‘the organ we see with’,
The rest of the lines use eye in idioms, many of which are on the left-hand page. But note
the following:

keep an eye out for (lines 2 and 9): be careful and watch for something/someone

in your mind’s eye (line 3): in your imagination

see someone (or something) out of the corner of your eye (line 12): see them without
looking straight in their direction

If you do not know this last group of idioms, make a note of them in your Vocabulary
notebook.

Unit 51

False. It means they can play without music. '
True.

True.

False. It means they annoy or irritate you.

True.

False. It means people rell one another. The idiom is often used to contrast with reading
about something or seeing an advertisemenr for something.

(=R I SV SN R

1 She said some very hurtful things to me, but I just did not respond/react, because I

didn’t want o show her 1 was upset.

[ can’t really advise you on how to behave at the interview. Just respond to the situation

/ act according to your intuition, and I'm sure you'll be grear.

3 The governmenr says/claims it believes in low raxes, but then puts up indirect taxes
withour people realising it.

4 We offered him a holiday at our house near the beach, but he refused/rejected it.

[

3 He said, ‘Do you want to hear some gossip about Tom and Lily?* I said, *Oh yes! Tell
me. I'm very eager/keen to hear.’

6 1 wish you wouldn't interfere in other people’s affairs.

7 The table was piled high with delicious-looking desserts.

1 There’s no point talking ro her. Evervthing just goes in one ear and out the other.

2 1 just couldn’t belicve my ears when they told me I had won first prize.

3 When T knew how bad the situation was [ just gritted my teeth and decided to continue

fighting.
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4 The name of the village wheze he lives is on the tip of my tonpae. Give me a few
minuzes aad Il rermember it

5 What she said is simply a0t true. Sae's lving through hzr reeth.

& The sizht of all those Jelicious pizzas is making myv mouth water. but I'm on a dier, so 1
shouldn’t really bave any.

514 1 b 2a 3b 40
Unit 52

Don't los2 aeart! Somecne who i facling discouvragec.

Don’t make it o hears! - someone who s upsct afrer being critict
You'rz 8 wan after my own heare! — Somcone with the same tastes.

Dion't set voor heart o ! Somenaes whao has a rather anrcalizic aeibivion

Learn it Isv heart! - Sumeone who bas o give a speech.

You'ry breaking my acard — A loved one wao is causizg von grief.

Your heast is o the rigat place! - A kind person who ries te do the righe thing tbu-
docsn'r always sveeccd),

You can open your heast to me! - Somewne with a secrer to share.

B e R P N

oo

£2.2 1 My hewn missed/skipped a beac when th: handsome man smiled ar me.
2 When we are on holiday, the chilcren can build sandeasties to their hearts’ content
while we lic on the beach and scad.
3 Jim uged o support the Greer Party, but he's had a change of heart.
4 If you ask Rov o aelp vou, I'n sure 2¢'ll put his heart and soul into it and the jol will
be finished in a0 time,
5 It not a good idea ro bare your heact/soul 7 pour your heart out / open vour heart to a
jeusaalist un.ess vou wan: your secrets oo become pubiic know ecge,
& Your dissertation is nearly finished, so don't sz et now.
? T cuks my heart / makes iny hoeat sinko s woe ey Broshier minkiog sach a ool of
hitnsel £,
My heart sank when Trealised chae pay day was soll a weck away

o

523 wos deterinined to pe-
wiorsing wich great coecgy ol euthisdzsm

bawe & frans intzrv ew

P —

feic

weith increasing discomfn-s

tell:ng it all her secret kopes

you certanly have very good intentions
we are simular people

Don's despair

took what hz said very scriously
memsrise it

tf_'lkl }Zi'lll (=1 I_'[.}" l}I['IL'EI ‘-]'

=D N uE ] e e

E—y

52.4 © Hemght set his Feart on semong np bis own guitar gzoup, sceing 4 famons gaitris -
ZONCErT, ¢t

¥ou de it a lot.

She is bke you

Wou arz praising ther a lietle, although you are alse ‘mplying thar veu thins their
Echaviour i3 not totally approoriace.

S It vour ncart misses a beat, vou might 5¢ all of these cxcepr sick.

€ Shac opens her hzarr to her best frend, Fer duary, ex.

e L bd
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7 she might have fallen in love with someone ese and she might then cancel the wedding.

% ‘L'he break-up of a relat:onship right break a voung lover’s heart.

Unit 53

53.1 1 Getting AL ERETHE DL H__‘Ir"HI meiney is lige gal!irlg‘ Bloaul tar of o stone.
2 Hes exhusied becanse he's heen slopging his pons our,
3 TI'm sure the docron wi'l s=1 lis mind ac rear
4 I"\"E gUL '_]I:]:. i_'l\l'lll‘l]“'l' gﬁmt' On Ll:: |H-'Ji'||.
5 He can <lill see her poire cleatly in his nived® eye.
A& He rries non 10 think aboat e, b ivs aiwayys 2o the back of his rund.
700 yow cindt do it alone, vou coakl try ts pick his brains.
8 Cries o passior, ere less hozrif o than murders which are cold-blooded.
53.2 | lwain 2 ninl 3 oue 4 il T opuls & brains 7 hlond
R IT'i'IllE
53.3 ] Thf gl‘.lvfll'llnﬁlﬂ Hre n]”lf‘r \-‘-'[‘.TTjEd :I[l[.‘lll [hl: l!r'rli” llr'rl'il'l.
2 Tlike both shin-. T zan @ make ap oy wind which one w uy.
3 D’ think ton long about che uestion. Josc reil me vour gt feeling/reaction.
4 Why do pecple snjov films that are fll o7 Blood and gies?
5 D' devide voub yor know gll the Zaces. 10y bost to have/keop an open mind unrl

thea,
& L know you mus: ke worried, but I'my sure we can put/sct your mind at rest.
7 I'vc had eaar awhil song on the brain ever since hearing it or rhe radio this morring,
¥ Cering him o ¢l me anything abour his work is like geming blocd oue of a stonc.

53.4  These seem 1o be the kasic meanings of these parts of the body in idioms - although some
of the idioms kave moved quite a ‘eng wav from these concepts and indzed blood n
pirticular ~uny have severa: different sets of associzuens for the knglsh speaker.
minc - thinking
bleod — emotion (though is 4w used in idicms with the physical meaning of blood;
brain - intelligence
Buts — ntestines or your iasides

Unit 54

54.1 1 1- almost certamly fan't tidy and your boss doesne’t like this because hefshe s elways
DAEgINg You to tidy it up.

No, it's got worse decanse you've otferded that person,

They do naughey things that they dor’t want tae teacher ro see.

They wans you to do them a favour of some kind,

Yes, they ace,

Revizion is rmore important.

Lo RV P R T I

54.2

—

beyond 2 lorey 3 hard 4 lezntlezred/bent 5 stab € burnce
door 4 see

54.1 Do you know the area well? = Like the back of my hand,

Was the tost difficule? - I could have done it with my hands ticd behind 1y Eack.
Where is the castic? - Somewhers in the pack of seyond.

Where dic they gor the conpurer? — It feil ott the back ot a lo=:y,

How on carth did she get thas positicn? = By the back door, T'm sure.

6 Do you like this hot weather? - T'll be glad to see the back of it

[PV

e
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54.4

§5.2

55.3

55.4

56.1

¢ Dwes your girlfriend like yeor motnroike? 3he’s always onmy back chon i
Haw's your Japarese provect going? 1o raking a hack sear at the moneert.

1 Tim purgol Mays huck wp by celling her <le was oo voung mo go out wich the others.
2 You scratch iy hich aml PH serawh youre.

3 SL'E }Hﬂ'l'nn‘ll'll‘.n' nNyeT hﬂl:'—{w}lrll\ (18] E.l‘.'? I"I"' L‘_T'r'lT'[l['l'[.‘lh(".l' an l"T'j”_\"rJ]lIl’. ]‘.l‘.‘lidﬂj‘:

1 The teacher is always nn my back abour oy aandwrivn.

I Ler’s put any discussion of the merger on the back burner natil after nexe weeks meeting.
& My dream is zo go off to a cotrage in the back of beyond and wark on a novel,

7 Jog¢ st off to join the ravy withour a backward glance.

8 Cuick! We can leave now while $asha’s back is wencd,

Unit 55

I My sarects always po to geeat lengths to mase any acw friend of mine feel welcome £ 1
]ITi'1j_.‘_ |I'|l‘.||| I'l”'”HA

a

Yan've comne a lomg way sinve pae last time we played teaniss Yoo ot have been

praceising hard,

3 Georgina and 1 go back a long way. I've known ker since 1934,

4 My zeacher ar schael always old me { wonld g a long way. b sbe wan wronp; Fie
stuck o oa very boring job ard don't earn much.

§ I'd ke preparee to go 1o any lengrhs to gec that job. I've never wanred anvthing so much
in all my life.

& Ir’s time o wake a long, bard look at our personal fnances. I think we're spending roo
muoch.

Possible adstvers:

You've dane very well.: T thiak you'll go o leng war.

My hest fliend iname) and I po bacs a lorg way.

The family 1stayed with when T was laarning iname of angoage) went to great lengths

te make e feel ar hane,

Yoo've come a long way sinee the fast ime [ heard yin: play.

5 1 think we should taks a long. hard luok at ear plan to start g business.

$ I'd go 10 any ‘engrths to persuade the owner o sell me thas beauriful far,

W b

T b

Yes, long riioe no see.
2 How long is a pieve cf stong?

3 Ics a long story.
4 Al eighr, to cur z long szory short, nono of the membess agreed with any of the
comrmittee’s proposals,
1 along winded leczure
2 along face
3 along Faul
4 a lisc as long as vour arm
Unit 5&
1T Thope Ton io line for e ouy rise this year.
2 You must read between the ‘e of her lever e uederstacd whae she's saying.
3 T ke 1o design a hewse alompson e Jines of o okiee Tread chout.
4 TN elp witl e play, bot Tdraw she e an taking s speaking role.
§ Thet's a fine Hne between penerns-ty and extrayazancs.
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Tt's nneanny how we always seem 10 be tunking dungfom the saome Ties.

Youn were quite out of ‘ine. Dor't do it again?

When our house purchase iz agreed, we'll sign om che detred e,

Le%s time £ draw 2 line under this sad oceurrence and o make s fresh -

Would vou ming having @ 'oox at my essay plan ane relling ine whether you ok I'm
going along/on the righ: lines or not?

LT ol

86,2 1 A: Jare considered! char hor previcns re'stionskip with Tin was cow tasally over.
B Jeme would nor censder starsing a relationship widh T
Ar David's actions weze oUITe inadpropria.
B Davias actions weze appropriace.
3 A: Rebeeca sald she'd try o write w na.
B: Kebeoea saic she’d wy o chink more desply abour what was meant by the wonds
that had seen wnirter..
4 4 Accountaney is Jim's protessior.
B: Jim is lisely to ger the accountznoy job at our campary,

5&.3 Drop re a Eng s00n. — OF course, ©will

You'ze absoluzy ous of line. — I'm sorry.

I'm in line tar prometion, = Congratulations.

What's Tonv's line of work? = 1le's in comnpuser programming,
Shall we draw a line uncer owr past problems? — Thae's fine by me.
Nick dewsn’c durs szep ot of e, - Wy ever no7?

Fdiaw bz tine a2 govip on sanike, - So do T

WWas iy ek along the right ines? — I owiis preat,

4 T L b s by

a0

56.4 Please drop me a Line o~ ofton i you can

What's Natash.’s line of work?

What Taul did wzs torally cut of line, )

My dream is 7o upen a sehco: along the lines of the ons T attended myself as 2 caild,
‘In sonte ways) there is a very finc/thin linc bersveen fentus and iasanity.

Theres o finefthin line betveen doing encupl exercise and daing too much, Where
wauld you draw the line?

e

=

I.L'l’.‘\' Ty Lry iy dTrI“‘ A li”l: 'IJI1(_IUI fHIP ]JI(‘.\riULZ‘j dihi]}_‘_ll‘fcl‘.]e:}lh,

"

Marcus 1 in line for = qcw company car 1
e Qikes toovisie v Austealing, ut the Borom Jine s b we fas can’c cfiord r.
B&.5  Possible sontemioes

Check your znewers with your teacher o- another good speaker of English iF you are nor
sure whather they a-¢ correct or nat.

WHAT,

)

My rodeague isn't speaking to mie - | tising & savd sumerhing ous of b,

[ asxed Isohel to drep rac a ko2 while she was away.

The botrom Line i3 that we must ger rid of hooligamsm from foarball.

1 work for an insurance corapany. What's vour ne of work?

Reading hervren she lines, T tainx my muet’s pleassd niy brother has lefe home.
[ read tarough the deoumert beforz [ signed on the dotted line.

Unit 57

57.1 1 B: Yes, he's beor out ot acnion tor 2 while now,
2 B: Yes, 1 agrec. She should learn to act her age.
3 D; Yes. she's all talk and no action.
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57.2

57.3

58.2

58.3

58.4

£ B: Yos, wr's time he gor his aet together.

5 B: Yos, % a very delicate balancing act.

] . 3 o

TIO|G|E|T|H £ R
o |
A v
4 ! G
Plw|T GIE|T

L He was stealing a car, and the police caughs him in the act {just as he was getting into it).

2 1was out of the team for thoce weeks with a knee problzr, but row I'm back in action
lagain).

& Tthiak it's time we followedftook a different course of action.

4 The filey incost v shonld Jean up its ace and siop melking vielear films.

§ Evesyoune wanls to get in an the act S get a shice/picee of the actione now 1har we ane
makiag a ol ol mensy.

A& O office is o hive of activity these Cavs as we prepare for she mueh of var new
|)[ll(lUC|..\.

Unit 58

1 gecd 2 bad 3 bete: 4 best 5 warst, worst € best

7 Doesr, bad R bad, worse

1 Sarzh abways has to go one betier than everyaae else,

2 Conditions seem to be going from kad to worse,

3 The weathear wes bad, but we tried to make the best of & bad job.

4 T nzarly told her the truck, boc I thought bettor or it

5 As Mark is very ambitious, b well nover seztle for second

& Rosc t-ied to leann o ski, it soon gave 0w asa bl jok

7 If che warst comes I the worst, we canoalwen

g Whale\‘t[ ]lﬂl)l!l‘.“ﬁ1 }'ﬂpp(‘.ns rlll |]|C ]1{'.‘11.

1 Nag, 2e s’

2

3

4 o

5 He might find he can emoy the sympathy of s mends and the ateotions of the nurses

s will a3 1he chance wo relas ard watch 1V
Puossible ansoers:
Checx your answers with your 2ezcher or another good speaker of Fnglisk it vou are net
sure wherher they are cozrect or not.
Lwant=d to el ey Lo what T thowshe of Tim, bt orranately Tihuoaght betier of i
[ did o connse i waching boglish because T choughe i woald stand mow io gosd szezd of )
aeutledl o work when | was abroad.
Idicin'r really wart to leave the scheol [ aad raughs in for vears, bat e certamnly 2L rrned
out Zor the best.
I admire the way my fricod dorided to mas<e the sest of a3 bad Job wher she was made o
ke carly retieement — sae decided e take p painting and alse segaa to write the novel
she had always been planning.
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The sitmtion wazn'l eazy v Jeonoary, bot it aas certeindy gore Troen Tad oowonse
thranghont the vea
Anna has been noa bad way ever since her childzen grew up an:d ke fr home,

Unit 59

59.1 1 The Minister cleveziy cut the ground from under ker oppenents’ feer by arnouncing
OEw tax cuts,
2 I oot in on the pround foo: with c-commerce aad became & millionaire when it took
off.
Good hotels are thin an the ground in rhe smaller cities; you have £5 go to tae capital to
pet hawels of inzenat onnl standa d.
4 The I:
5 Pan-.ime work -wrs e down v the procmd at the -nornent as Pinorging o siedy at
the same time.

w

Rl h g

Aol e [l i Illll(.]-\{-“' and mire \rlmul.hlv than we EXPEC sed.

59.2 1 Vmoairard good cafés are thin on the groond i1 15 sown centre,
2 Working Tom home s me doswn s ihe gronnd as 1 cae ook ater oor snadl child a
the same time.
3 If yon jom our company row, | promise you are geiting in on the ground Moor of some
really exciting developments.
4 Kedocing the price sow wall cur the ground from under the Feer of our competers,
becanse they will not be akle o do the same.
t's a good idea, but I dor’ knaw if it will ever get off the ground.

L

59.3 Sne heldfstocd her ground and nad a mecting with the boss w tell ber everything,

We have alot of common ground, so we reed to discuss how we cen work topether.
2 L think you arc on dangerous ground if you raise the subjecr of longer kolidays ar che
staff mecong,

English Language schoels are thick on the ground in the capira. city.

5 Tae idea that puolic transpoct is bester for the environmert is gaining ground.

Potad -

Fey

894 Possibie answers:

I Taey do aor appemn i pudlic and nide Imm RICE

2 Saedrirnssed you wish

.-'!' T']l:}' I'I'_'fnl.'il: In } [It’,l‘_' ["l'IT _.'Ill.‘-

4 To shifr yonr grouno.

3 My stampingfstompog erovod. [t means a piace wheze you spend a lar a7 lime.

¢ It means thar they have probably been 1o that country and mace useful contacts fur you
or intormed people abour your company, so that it will be casier for you to Jaunck yeor
product.

fwere invisiole,

Il n.(llJl(J l]'l =Y

M OT OITIOr in A Ili.‘\l)l]['.fl'l-'erll'lllL'[I'.,
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60.1

60.2

60.3
60.4

50.5
60.6

Unit 60

animal right adiective | example senterce

P | bat [zlind T'm as blind as a bat withwuz imy glasses.

| ox SICONE My brother :: as sTTONE 45 an o

3| hee sy [ was as busy as a beo all lass weet

41 el slippesy She's as slippery as ar el You'll never get a direct answe:

from her,
5| bird Tee T felt ac fzec as a bird when I lcft aniversity.
g | fox sly lle's as sly as a fox, Don't vvet bome. [1€71 find a way of
| garting what he wants,
1 ldon't mind carcving tais box, It's as light as a fcather, The other cne was as heavy as
lead.

2 T T were vou, Twaald aveid tha restacenn like the plague. The Tond is awful.
3 Millie never misses anything you do in the sifice, She has cyes Iike a hawk,
4 Llelr like o fsh out af water with my clecrric gorrar among, o' those classical musicians,
§ There are kutels as far as the eye can see al along the ceast.
& she gor np late and came dewr re breakfast locking like something the car

= G e

A e b —

brought/dragged in.
a hear 2 oAbl i abar

He was very bad-tempered, liks a bear with a sore head.
Her comwm:ns were Like s ved rayg tooa bl
11z rar otf like a bat out of hell,

greasze 2 sleve 3 2lain 4 ugly

an flat as wmneate, e The lendseape ia as flat as @ pameake.

as daft as a brush (daft means silly; osed of people}

as gorxl ay pold tgood here refers to someune’s behaviour!

as 2old ag brass (Fold hers Tzans cheeky/withour any inhibitions)

as dry as a bone, ¢.g. [ must warer s, plane. The soil's as dry as @ bone.

English fdiomns in U'se
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Phonetic symbols

Yowel sounds

Symebri

17G  Englshr idioms in Use

Lxamples

sleen ne

happy re

Pin dinner

foasr could osull

el shoe rarovgh
red head said
qrrive [:-ther roleur
LT hird wark
suTE ~hought wral«
cat black

sun enough wonder
got waxa sock
part keart laugh
name late aum

my idea tire

bax npise

Fair wlicre Toessas
lear lseet

o hame whigwe
Ut cow

gure  puor

Consonant sounds

Symeind

Fxamples

ut

baak

take

dog

car keck

0 guarantes
carcle churgl
a_g il'll 1M E‘E
for cough
love veheele

thick path
this maother

ginge rice

200 houses

shop  sugar

PR usual

Lpereel

now

lock while

ragel

youiy,

woar

muaghine
vigion



Index

The aumfiers i the indey qve Unin ntbiers net
page memfaers.

weigo e & B 4D

he on abow 27

Absency mgkes the hean grow fonder. 29
be sroughiicalled vy acenune 10
There’s 1 sceounumy for rastels)’ 1%
amoauid Les: 10

ClBAN U yoLr el 37

acr e fooligear 4, 37

ACT yUuT agy 37

a balancine amr 57

e a hardirangh ace o lellow 12
cateh sbin the act 57

gat in om the ace 37

get vour act together 57

put on an act 57

a piecedslice of the action 57

be back in acdon §7

be out of action, 57

followtrake a course of action 57
Actions speak louder than wods, 29
o Live of activiey 37

adhd Juel o e lire/Cames 33

add insuls e wnjury T4

Alay Cevil's advocate 13

ne after sb Blood 3

Yown cun suy Uil again! 11

apaiusd (a0} {thed odds i, 19

wcl your age 57

u hidden agenda 9

at the g ol shike agenda 13

a kreath of frech aie 42

be deatingfwalling nnoair 2

be in the air 12

be up in the air 47
“clear the air A7,

plezk = mimaker oue of the air 33

airs and grzces 23

ser alarm belis ringing 14

all cars 51

all over the place 26

all wars anc ro play 29

e all arsez 43

e all sweetness ard light 12

e all salk fand ouacton) 57

pive sth your alt 17

g all pue 17

have all the ouai

oFall else fuils
maie all -he d:
mae b all o eracked aporoobe -
nor be afl chere 7

once und for all 32

be jelehey wp oy our allepdstreer 20
leave well alome 16

[rey

along rhe lines of sta 56

nne go armiss 18

a pacty animal 26

one way or angther 15

have & lot to answer for 13

o take no for an angwer 28

the answer to sB's pravess §

(nat; ving any bells 42 bell [with me) 4

anybody wha is anybody 20

nevee/not do anvthingthings by balves 13

kizp up appearances 20

wet your appotite 39

An apple a day keeps the doctor away, i

u groy arca 14

a list as long as your ann 4o

change voae aom 15, 4

cost 150) iy arm and a leg 47

el do st with coe armshand oed Hehingd
vour back 34

rwisd sbY arm 47

hole ke shoar arm lenprth 47

a coink i your atmonr 3§

be up in arms W

ke asking lor itfeouble 12

cast aspetsions on 12

Tead sb asteay 16

at a fconsiderakle) price 24

arapush 17

at the cnd of the day 31

ke ar each other's theoar 49

be ar boegeckeads i, 22

kolteel at home 41

make voursz(f at home <1

avoid sth like the plague 50

have an axe to gsind 38

get'go from A to B 40

le as easy as raking candy from: a baby 17

e lef: helding the baby 7

Lhrans the baby cut with bz batwater 13

back-pecal 44

Fou soraci iy back cod UH oserereh vours, 54

ar e baek of your mimd §3

athin e back of heyord 54

he gladianpy/pizasediner sorey m see the hack
of stk 34

ke {iike} warar of a doec < back §, 37

ke hack in aerion §7

ke on sb's back 54

he on the back surner 34

byftarough tac back dour 54

cameffall off the back of a lorry 54

could do sth with eae armiand tied Hehind
your back 54

ted up (to the back teeth) 3

get/pur sh's back uo 3, 84

we back a long way 55

we back to square one 35
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knive sth like the back of your hard 54

off the back of a lorey 34

stab b :n the back 34

rake a back sear 54

whendwhie shs back is teened 54

2 backscat driver 44

without a backward glance 54

benddlcan over backwards £4

5¢ iz bad way 58

give ath up ws u bud jub 78

go from bad e woise 58

maxe the best ol a bad job 58

o che by 3

et the cat vat ul the bag i, 37

edbiar g 3 the Dalanze 14

1 bulaneing acr 57

< ulizne ball i

he on rke hall 3§

play hall 3%

strrr the hall rolling 35

the ball 5 i voor court 38

soerfiumpileap on the bandwagon 13

come {back) down o sarch wict 2 hangbumpy
jole 1, 42

ac bangingfhitrirg your head against a brick
vzl i, 48

bare vous heasvfsoul 52

the bare bones 47

I woulen't tauch o st with 2 barge pole. 18

b back is wouse thun their biee 36

have sb over o buecel 7

have a bash 17

Pen’t pat all vour eges o oue busher, 29

o ashet vase 1

be us bl as 2 bar 67

like a bat our of 1ell &0

et har ar evelid 80

off yoni= owen ar 33

h-oww the baby our witk the bathwarer 13

recarge your barteries 1

an uphil barde/Hghtfstey ggle 40

tight a |rsing bantle 34

keep shisth ar bay 22

be thar 25 it may 10

the be-all-aad-end.: Il &

bear fruit 9

bearfkezp io mind 30

be like a bear with o sere head 37, 60

zrio and bear iv 2

sh's beasd rissesfoanps a beat 32

be nff the beaten track 20

uth beads e A

be . b beck ane cal 4

et antr of bed an g wrors side A7

be: as kisy as g bee a0

make 3 hazline for skisth 34

the kirds and the bees 7

betore von: time 31

he om vear brss behaviour 53

behind the scencs 25

192 Engish iy in Lise

for the time being 31

can’s belicve vour 2ars 51

coulcw’t belicve your cyes 50

ring a bell 30

{nat) ring a bell / any bells |wizh me) 4
cct zlarm bells cinging L6

preen bele 34

tighten your bele 22

hend the rules 5

heudlem: wyer backwards 54
thivefsenc shoronnd the bendfawist b, 6, 3, M)
pive sby the benefit of te doab- 10
be beside the poinr 28

he [or che hewt 55

e on youer hesr betavioer 3%
make rhe best ot a nac ok 5%
sexnrd hesy 58

the best of Botn worlds 38

the bestépreatest thing sirze slived broad 39
your best bet 25

against yous berter judgement 58
for want of a better worl 27

e ane better £

have seen better days 31

think better of oth 58

abfin tae hack of beyond 54

peti beyoud o oke 25

Big deal! 23

hot e big dme &

moake u lig Cang ol 25

noke i big o

ik big 23

fua the il 4¢

prck ap te hallfrzh i 24

A cirle bird rald me. 36

a baed ir rhe hand 29

as fece as a bird 1, 80

bitds cf a feather 22

kil twor birds wich one stone i i, 37
tac birds and the bees 7
gerthavestaks the bir besween your tocth 36
bite sbvs hesd off 48

bite the bullet 38

bite +he dnst L, 42

bite your targue 31

sbs bark is worse U, theis bie 56
be thiilled 1o bils 2, 21

a barter il! 4o swllew) 1

oir e bitter vud 39

a bk lwle A4

im bluck ard whue 34

drow - Plamk 7

vianr minl goss blank 30

ke a Wlessing in disguise £

ke as blind as a hat 40

turtn a blind cye 50

- the blink ¢f an ove 4, 3D

an the blink 50

a stnmbling block 7

Blood is shicker than water, 23



blood wd guts 53

be aftet sb's bloed 3

e oul fur Mleed 3

Slee bluwd 34

get Ilood vur of 2 stone 33

v Dlewsd 33

new bloed 20

sl bload s un 3

hlow ¢ fuscigasker 3, 14

o hot and cald 33

blow sth oar af fall) peoporticn 14

soe how /wh'ch way the wind is blowing 33

blue blead 31

blue-collar 3¢

serween Cae devi and ehe deep blue sea 33

ance in a blue mnn 32

onr of the blne i 42

until you zrz bloe in the face 34

cail sb's bluff 35

b :1x thz same boat 43

miss the boat 43

push the boat cut 43

rock the boat 43

surn your boatsbridges 38, 43

as bold as brass ¢

a bone of conxution 47

be as diy us a booe i, 60

lwave a bune to puck wid: sh 47

Elcan) feel 0 u iy bones i, 47

the bizre hones 47

ke a leaf oul of 0% hook 11

De i sb™ gonod bovks 22

aom the candle ot hoth ends 41

rhe hesr of Both weorkds §3

ar thz battam of the [career! laddezr 79

Betkit rock horrom 42

et to the borrom of 8

tk= bottom line 58

be duty boand o Coath 13

bv/in leaps and bounds ¢

2 brain d-a:n 53 -

nave sth on the brain 53

oick sb's brains 53

mack youl brains 3¢

sut the brakes on 44

as Lold ws brass &0

pul o brave face ;. sh 39

s bread aod Luter 3%

the hestfgreawest Lhing s

Il ive om te breadline 24

break slys heart 52

= Cog’y breakfase 37

e chean breast o7 4%

1 breath of [resly oz 42

in the same treath 27

ra<e your breath away 21

hrearhe doawn sh's neck 49

e pangingMittiag vear koad against a brick
wall i, 48

coime up aga.08r a brick wall 7

s sliced broud 33

Furn yew bodgesbonts 8, 44

hrng o lwag e yoer chrnae 14

bring =:b home o sh 41

hring <hoioa head A4

hring choeo ke ®

he on the brink or s i

he broughtzalled e account 1k

lonk like soirething the cat hroughe'drageed
in Gl

be as dalt as a brush 40

pass the buck {, 35

kick ths bocket 1

not budgefgive an :ach 10, 2

tae ravel hog 30

Ee lide 8 red reg e a bull 50

1ake tho Bull by the hoeas 37

Eite the buller 35

cume back) down 1o carth witk 2 bompebarzy

jack i
buen the candle at 5uth ends 41
burn your boatstbe dges 33, 43
Lz v the back buiner 34
perfhiave your fingais buvedburne 45
b as busy as o Lee &7
shy bread wnd buwer 39
have butterllies <o your sromacl 38
piwe sl buza 44
b o2 prece of cake *7
have your cake amal ear it 3%
the iomiz on the rake 39
call iza day 32
call sk’ hlufs 33
call the shars 38
k¢ ar sh's neck ard call 9
not have a minute to call yeur owr 32
ke calledioroughe s account 10
conl, calm avd coliected 3, 21
a can of wooms 10, 37
cacry the can 7
can't for the life of e 4
buwen the candle a7 voch ends 4
be uxs casy as aking caudy fvom a Laby 17
e ua the cards 33

- layfput vou vards on the t=ble 35

Ay yuur cards fighe 33

the curds are wacked apainst yog 19

rikr care o the peoce/pennivs 19

career ladider 15

ar the bortam af re (career} lacder

ar the rop of the ‘carcer) ladde- 23

climb 1 e ton of -he career ladder 29

carry he can Y

a baszker case 1

cast aspr-sions on 12

easthrumn vour oye over 5O

ler the cav cut ot the bag i, 37

loax like something the car brought/dragped
in ai

not (cneugh) room to swing a car 37

FuLsonc the cat amony the pigeens i, 3, 37

25
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b4

Wl rhe ears away, the mice wil, play. 29

carct sbom the ace 37

carch sk red-hanced 34

cateh sb's oy 5C

caught in the mddle 23

be panght in the crossfite 38

be caught napping 16

het the ceilingfroof 41

let, righs ane centre 26

chance your arm 19, 47

not have the ghost of a chanee 6

change hands 45

change zack =3

a chanze of heast 32

chase yvour tall 30

ger it off vour chest 42

ur. rounc ke a headless chicken 37

e child’s play [7

wochink ooy unnwear 38

bave a clip on your shoulder 47

when the chips wre duwin 33

a viwloas wrels 10}

e raded L Codes 10

clean wp your acr 57

make o clean breasr of 1 49

clear the mr 12

clear ~he decks 42

leae and clear 28

stoef clear op 43

climb ra the top of the Carcor lacder 25

work amainst the dack 32

gofron/work like dockwork 32

pop yunr elogs i

be ton close ber comforr 18

szl close s tne wind 432

e or clood ring 2

not have a clue 4

chutch at straws 7

tae wese side of the coin 10

to coin a phrase 27

cold-bloweled 535 B

acold fea 36

blow hot and cold 33

et cold e 45

e sl e cold shonlere 42, 44

- cold oad 33

o wold water or sth 33

cerial calirr ane collecred 1, 31

cnme a1 hght ¥

enme hack) down o earth with g sargbunp!
jalr i, 17

come a long way 33

come cown or ong side ar the othee 41

come heme ta vou 41

come ta z wcad 48

come to terms with 14

come Hp against a brick wall 7

comeseing o mind 30

the shape of rnirgs ¢ come 31

if push comes o shove 14

Eaglsh !iams in Jre

it the worst comes o tae waerst 38

itwhen it cnmes to the counch 38

bz tow close for comfort 16

see sth coming 1a nile ey 19

commit sth <o momory 56

common grovne 3

a foregone conclusion 15

the pros and cons £, 10

o your kboart’s content 32

a booe of contention 47

ton mary cooks 2%

ccol, caim ard collected i 21

see sth out of the comer of vour ave S

politically correet 20

st isat ar asrmand 3 zp 47

foollowdiake a conrse of agiun

steee 1 oniddiz course 43

the bail 15 in your coant 35

ar the crack of diwn 42

ot ke all s cracked up ot be 13

by hook or by ctook i, 17

arnss v Nogers 44

cress v mmd Al

AT CrOSS-PUrMEes A7

sb's parhs cross i

pot yoce linesfiwlres crossed 14

ksop vout tingors crossed 45

be caught in the crossfire 33

at a croseroads 40

when it comes to the crunch 28

a shoulder to cry on 47

bz a far cry from seh 23

It's no gend ¢ There’s no point erving over spilt
m:lk. 19

as cunming/sly as 3 fox €D

cut z long story skort 1, §3

cut the greund from wncer sb's rzet 52

cut thags foe 16

have vour work cot cur 25

bz a duls nand 4%

be us dafr as a brusk &0

Joul dagpers a0 33

l:e pashigg up ithe) daisies o

put a dampeoer/damper o1 2

o dangerous grennd 59

a dark hnmse 44

hein rhe dark 42

keop b in the dark 42

he past f pass yanr sell-be date 39

ar the cravk or dawn 32

An apple a day keeps the doctor away. ii

at the ene of he day 351

call ita dav 32

make pour day 2, 2i

fr:ghoensecate the (living) daylights out of i

kave seeit butter days 11

its early days ivery 32

adead end 42

be a dead loss 12

wonld not be seen dead L3

in
(]




deud-ci job 25

Biy, deal?! 23

Lok ik death warines wp 2

o hie decks 23

b i devp wates 23

berween she devil umd the dueep D se

prov &lf toe decp end 3

jump m -he deepr end 33

taruw sk s the degp end 32

ke anr of your depth 33

leave a lor oo e desived 13

leavs sh to eheis ovwn deviees

biowecn the dovil and she dugp slee sea 33

ray devil's adveoare 13

a ronph digmond 20

maks all tae dference &

t=y a different tacs 43

dig youe heels in 46

dig yoursalf into a hale 7

ke in dirc stzalts 7

ke a blessing :n disguise &

drive sk to distracdon 13

do your awn thirg 14

mukz do 8§

a ¢ in doctor ¥

Anagpie o day keeps -he doctis away. 0

a dinddle 1

A dimgs Lreaklust 37

pooro the dogs 37

ke - the doldrums 43

eagier snid rhar. done 7

bytthrasigh che bavc < door 54

get yimr foor i1 the danr 41

give sk a dosamaste of -hair owr madicine 1

in smali dases 23

froofsimes tae yuar dot 2L

sign on the dotted lne 56

wive 3b the benofin of thi doubt 13

down-and-pet 20

down-to-carth 42

Le down inthe aurmps 221 -

Teeep vour Tead dowa 48

rever live sth down 1%

o downluii 40

st ol ome ard half 1 degen of rhe oiler 11

drag your feefleels 26, 4h

Inevs ke someeaing che can dragged/Fronght
in &il

A reawn drain 53

draw a plank 7

draw o hine nmdes sth 6

draw the hne lat sra) 38

the ok of the draw 19

gorwnk like : dream &

waskin't dream of 14

driversend sb round the bendfowise i i

drive sb o distezcrion 12

drive zb cp the weail 3

a hackscat driver 44

drop 3b a lme 55

a diop i nie veean 23

e us dey us o oo 0. &0

ae lwe) woter off a duek's aca 5, 37
o e in the duwps 2,021

It the duse 1042

ke pold dust 12

ne dory bound o cosrh 14

2e dying forito I8

play it b car £

go in ane car and our the ethor S1
nave a word in sb% car 51

give 3 an carfu) 3

irs zatly days (yoo) 31

M cars 51

D¢ Up b0 CFOLE carseves or warkt 23
van't bebiove pour ears S1

be the galt of the earth 33

come (back] down to earth with 0 barglump!

jolt i, 42
ge to the =nds of the carth 33
casier said than dune 7
be ac easy as fallng of a og 17

Se ac easy as t:hing candy frem a saby 17

have pous cake urd eatic 39
e on: edge 21

luwe the edge over 13

vt & wutl m oedpeways 19
ber 7= sl
have epy on vomir foee 39

D't pur al your eggs ‘noone hasker, 24
he in your elemenr AL

be avt of vonr ¢lemenr 47

if all else fails 15

2 dead end 40

at tae end of the day 51

be at the end of vour tether 21

b st your wits' end 3

be avum 1ot teceiving end 9

et (wld of) the wrong end of the stick 4
g oF the deep cad 3

juap i the deep cud 33

Ligle ar the cod of e caneel 8

not b e end of The world 2

ke shy i the deep end 33

rovthe buter end 3%

horn rhe cand # ac horh ends 41

vit iy the ey of the earth 43

ndrs zod ends

F2up lonee ends b

ha your own worsr cnery 38

he man cneogh o do sth i

be proen wirh emvy 44

a narraw ¢seape 18

a neecszary ovil 6

the lesser of owo cvils 23

make an exnibition of yourself 13

rit stk down o experience £

ar. gve-gpengr S

as far ag the eye zan s22 GO

CASLIUN ¥our oye over S0

Enptish Idioms in Use



caten sk's cye S0 find vour feer 46

havafeeep nne oye on 30 get cald feet 4

in the Eink of ar eyy i S0 getthave itchy feet 1. 45

i vear minds eye 5, 53 Tuvebeep bothfvour feet o the ground 2s
~e€p an cyc on 30 slazl un Faur own cwo feel 36
agep an gyve ot fon shisth 50 sit on 1he fence 41

see stho ol of e corner of vour cye 30 fever pind: 26

leea a blind ey 3D Le as Hras . fddle 1

5€¢ EyC to gye S0 a level plaviog Guld 33

ruise ia few) evebrows 50 Nght - osing Latde 4%

ot batao eyelid o0 an cphill Balihonietsr gele 20
I wp Lo your eyesfears i wark) 1% ke a Agment of your maginatic.l 5
cen'T kazp yuar eyes ofl a0 have your Ll of 21

v ldiy believe yonr eves 20 find cor Lionw the Innd lies 42
nave eves Lhke a hawk &l find your leer AR

apen sl eyes too=ch 30 a Knerthin lire 36

with vour eyes apeg 514 cer shings fine 16

tace b2 music 7 the finefgreall prine 28

alomg face 53 not lift a Hoger 45

be 25 pl2in as the nose an vour face 00 rull vour Bnger out 17

have cpg on vour face 3% put your finger on sth 43

keep 4 stezight face 49 cross your fingers 45

mekeiool a face 29 gevhave vour fingers Surned/bueat 45
on the face of it 49 Eave groen fingers 34, 43

put a brave face on sth <9 kzep your fingors crossed 45
s your face i ar yow fingertips <3

taae st at face value 44 There's - siuoke wihoul lire, 33
uell vou are Llue w the face 34 add Fuel w e Areffames 33
fave to: face £9 get on like o lowse oo hre 22
clacr ol e 7 holid fre 38

the facts ol lile 7 ror ser rhe world v fre 33
Tadef|rale iy wsen boome 12 play werk Tiee 233

il al else fails 15 e nithe Baing lie 38

uot have tae faincest idea 4 firse hard 43

[ail into plac: 8 aznld fish 3%

falleeene ol the hack o7 a lorey 34 be liae a Nsh oot of wazer gl

fall wll your perch 1 hevivtheow a fir 3

Fril om somy gromng 3% e as e as A fedle 1

tallzlaoud on your toce 46 add fiel to the Hamesfttire 33

b as easy as falling oif 2 np 17 bu as Hat 75 a pancake 63

under False precences 13 - flavour af the mooth 32

have a Familiar ing (o v = THaw tme flics! 11

as far as the oy can see 60 be foativg/walking cn air 2

be a far crv from sth 23 get in om the grooed floor 59
fast avd freoue 24 go with che flow 42

be as light as a feather &0 y off the Fandle 41

birds @f a feather 29 " afly oo thewall s

uffle sb’ feathers 3 wouldis burta fly 36

ted vp (to the bach weerh) 3 geo ol a fAving suur 25

[ fcand beel it in e bones iy 47 {paing at the mout. 51

[ecl’be at howe 41 not have he foguiest (wlea) 9
feelhe wndvr e weather L follow in sh's Buusieps 46

ot 2l feelers 477 fallow st 43

a L feelingfteacrien $3 tallowftake a conrse o action 57
have nuxed feslmgs 21 ke a hardidmmgh act oo follow 12
rushec off voor feer 75 14 Absence mokes the heart prow fonder, 29
e wnder your fec 46 gove sh fpod for thonghr 5

cur the prouad from umder s Teet 39 acr the foulfoat i, 57

drag vour feertheeis 26, 26 Yoo coultd ve fooled me. 1§

fallund en yomr feer 46 fnot <he kil 45

| 7€  Enghsh !diams i Use



get vour footin the door =1
getfstart off on the wrong foot 46
put your Foot down i, <6
Fif Four foot i it 7, 44
follow ir. sb's footsteps 46

a foregone conclusicn 19

a small fortune 23, 24

lese a small fortune 24
make o srll furtune 24

as cunuingfaly ns a fua @l
lingua tramea 1%

ay free as - hored 1, &0

Eive sk free rein 36

give sboa free Fand 4,

a lwcarh of fresh mir 44
Irightendscare rhe ilvang) davliphes ovr of 1
hear frnie 33

b as rutty as a trmircake |
add el to the tiref ames 23
be in fufl swing 26

have vour hands full 23, 43
poke fun ar 12

Fiow a fuscigasket 3, 44
gain grovnd 59

E.ow a gasketiluse 3, 44

ger e gear 44

Geia lile? 11

get {held ol the weons end of the stick 3
get {utly) o7 the grovm =9
geld be wven the sudk 25
geLa freal) kics out of < b 2
geta move v 246

get a word in edgew 24
get bluod ot ol o slene 33
get cald feer <&

getinan the ar 577

geein anrke geoand Hoer §9
gt into goar 44

et it ntt vou~ chesr 439

ger off o a fHving wmarr Is
ger on likz a bonse or tre 22
get oot of 2 g 23

get out of bec on the woong side 41
got cut of hand 45

get rigat up sk nose 31

get the message 5

gee the picruie 41

get to srips with 8

get tor the botem of 8

ger wind vl sl 33

gl o wet together 37

wel vour foor i the doas 41
gut vour head !ainmna 48
ger vour resfwires criwgeil 44
Eet ¥t o way ¥

gerfrive shorhe savd 23

gerfra hovond a jase 16
gerfgw trom o 3 16
petfgratc on sns nerves 12

gevhave wony feer 1,446

gerhave your fivgers burnedfburng 45
geviumpileap on the bandwagen 13
getlet shoali the hook 2

getiput sb's back up 3, 34

getstarl ofl vn e wrorg ‘oot 468
pevlusiay mosack wili st 22
pevliveliake the bic setweer voor eech 36
Bove as ponc ds you pet 12

pove np rhe ghose 1, 4

nom havr the ghest of a charer /

nor ook 2 pift Frmse i the mowrh i
Five 25 gond as yoa et 13

give gronnd 19

pive - a shorwinirl &

give sb a buzr 44

give sh a dosefrazre of their own medicine |
give sb a free mand 45

pive sh a haqd 45

pive sk a hardiroughfroush e 12, t4
give shj get (he sack 13

give sb g pece of your mird 3

give sba eagful 3

give sb fond for cicught 5

give b [tee rein 35

pive sl the herelic of the doohe 10
wve sh the ¢ shoclder 47, 1%

grve sth rhz preer hghe 44

gve srh the themos downiap 4%

pive sth np as = had joh 3x

grve sth yvonr all 17

give up the ghot 1 &

give yon panse Tor Cioaghr §i

nar giveehadge anmch 1), 23
withanr a backward glance 54
peopie wha live in glass honses 2%
go 2 long way 5%

g againgt the prain 421
goallour 17

go back a long way 535

gD back m squarz anc 33

go dowrhill 44

go from bad ro worse S

go from steength to strenpth 6
po in onz eas and our the ather 51
par ol e deenend 3

wo one Ledter 53

wor o uf yow way e do =h 10
wor ous on a b 18

por 2laces A

g round i cireles T4
gnsoare 3

gn through thy moriems 17

g0 o anysgrear lengrhs 35

go e ground Y

g0 e tae dags 37

g 7 ee ends of the carch 23
go o the nalls &

ro under your own srcam 44
g2 af ir smoks 23

Lagiish idioms in Ll
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go with the flow <2 Abserce miakss the hean grow bader 49

godget beyond u joke 25 iy priees for goesang sU B9
govget hom A w B 49 4 guinea pig, A
povwo:k like o dream: 6 jusnp the gun 38
goviuiwork Lke clucawork 32 sack o yoar guns 34
be oo e g 25 a gut feelit Hreaction 14
huve agoar 17 A misery gots 1
Tes yourselt o 34 Mood anc gues 52
makr a gn ot 6 slop/swearwork your guts out 52
rorpo amiss L8 have had it up to here 3
acr the goattool i 57 Keep vonr hair on! 49
b in the lap of &e gods 28 not mirn & hair 4%
wart mind goes blank 30 pullitea: your hair oot =9
be a3 weod as gold 40 six of one and half a dozen ¢f the other 11
like gotd dust 12 neversnet do anything/chings by hafves 13
t's ne good / There's o poins ooyng ver sailt give sba hand 43
milk, 25 a4 bird in e naud 22
bz as good as gold 50 Le . wul bawd 25
lrz in sh's goewd books 22 could dustly with ome handduos ied belind
gove az good as vou ger 12 yous bacx 54
stand b u. good stzad 53 first hand 43
ats and gruces 20 wel out of hand 13
go agwiust Lz prain 42 cive b a free hand 45
Lake sliiath fur grawced 15 keep vonr hand in 4%
sour prapes 2 kriow st ik t1e pack of yonr hand 34
hear sth anfthraczh (e grapevine 3 live et baod e mouth 31
the grass is always preence 29 ar the orz hand 16
grateiger or shs nerves 17 o the other hand 10
like greased Fightning 60 the lex hand doesa’™s xnow waat tae #ight hand
the greatcstbasr thing since sliced bread 35 is doing i
preen bk 34 w hand =5
Tz green wieh envy 34 try your hand a7 sth 45
pee arth he preen lighr 34 murn your hand to sth 45
Fave green fingers 31, 43 fly off e handlz 41
the grass is always preener 29 Many hands make light work, 22
a grev arca < change bands 45
grin and hear iz 2 ) have your hands full 25, 43
have an axs to grind 38 ta<e the law into your ¢wr hands 9
geT e grips wetk § tace youe e to yonr hands 14
gtit vour teeh 51 wask you: lands of shisch 43
ground-Lreaxing 12 vaur lifg is in sL's hands ¢
hs thicxitin un 13e ground 59 Loy by w hread 16
common growwd 57 hangf e 1o che balance 14
el e wrownd Fron weder sl feer 59 ~ auestinn mark (hanging: over 2%
Tull on sty gronnd 43 hard/hor an the heels of 51 16
guin pround 3% ~ heoa haridfrongh sor to il e 12
wur lschy orf rha proond 3% e sh g hard/roughd-onph e 12, 12
ge1 in nn the groond flaor $9 ra<e a1 long, hard look ar sta 55
give ground 39 along haul 355
£or 0 ground 5% have a bash 17
haveskeep bothiyonr ficr on the ground 44 have a bone to pick with sk 47
heldistand your ground i, 3% have a chip on vour shoulder 47
on dangerous groond 33 have a tamiliar ring (to it 4
prepare the ground &4 hav:a we ar 17
run o ground 33 have a les of tine (o sk 31
sb's stampng/ssompiey ground 53 have a loz o answer for 13
shik your ground 5 have a niind vl it vwo 33
suit ob dowr to the ground 5% have o sorew Limse 1
the middie grouno 23 have a sholat 34
wish the ground wouid swal ow you un 39 hawe a soft spot for sb 22
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hawe a swroot tooth 39

have a wo d in sh's zar 51

have all the masings of 13

have an ax: 1o grind 38

have butterflizs in vour stomach 36
have zgg or vous face 39

have eyes ke 3 hawk 60

have prezn fingers 34, 45

have bid oap o here 3
have it in [u sl 22

have it oot with sl 224
have itchy [eel ]

have mixed Teelings 21
have sh over = hurrel 7
liave second oohis -, 8

have st ou bie bram 54

have the cdge aver 13

have your cake and mar 't 38

have your All of 21

have yonr hards @l 23 43

have your heare ser om sth 52

have your work cut aur 23

have/get itchy feet 1,46

have/ger your anpers burned/burn: <3

have/get/take the bt between your teeth 38

havefkeep an open mind 53

havesheey oue cye on 50

Liuvelkeep bathsvour feor oo Cie proud 4%

liwved o a fit 3

not liwve o clus 4

not have o l2g 1o sand oo 47

not have tle Lidnlest icen 4

AT have rue Tupeest Crdend 4

a0 have dwe ghossof 8 chanoe A

Aave eyes ke a hawk @i

a¢ headhunred 25

3¢ barginpyhivring your hrad against a brick
wall i, 1%

oe like a wear with a sorc head 37, o0

21tz sb's head obf 48

ating sta to a head 48

com? ko = head 48

gat vour head (aroand 44

keep your bead 48

heep yow head apave water 43

beep your head Sow 45

kruck sl en the head 44

laugh your head 01 43

tse your head 48

need sil: like you rzsd o bie's 0 the hewd §8

oL be right in the head 1

of 7 the top of you: head 4%

i ideas wiw sbs head 48

screar your lead off 4

shour yonr head ot 44

ron ronnd hke a headless chicken 37

maer hoads 4

hear sth onfthroigk the grapevine 5

Abserer make: the heart grow -onden 26

2 charge of hearp 52

A manfwaman aiter veur owr hearr 52

bace your heackisvul 52

break sb's heart 52 )

have vour heat set on sta 52

knowflearn sty ol heart 32

luse Tigurl 22

apen your heart 32

e yonr heart omr 52

nor year hearr anid soal inee s 32

sbs heart is in the vighs place 32

sb's heaet is in their montk 37

sb's keart m:ssesfskips = hear 320

sh's beart s:nks 32

we=wnnf heart on stk 32

rake sthoro heare 37

to vous heart’s content 32

heart-to-hcare 52

in tac heat of the mamerr 32

be in seventh heaven 2

heavy-going 17

as heavy as lead 60

diz you- heels in 45

drag your heclsifeet 20, 46

hardfhat o <he heels of sth 46

like o but vul of hell &G

have Facd 10w oo here 3

a red herming 34

4 huadiber agznea 3

a3 high Ave- 20

hit sh winere i- s fuosl @

mir the hisz rims &

hir the ceiling/roct 41

hir thz road 40

hit/se rock boteom 12

not know what hic me 21

be hittinghanging vour 1cad against a brice
wall i, <8

a hive of activity 37

hold firz 28

hold the <ev to sta 41

hold vour growng i

holdfkee s sb ar arm’ leagth 47

Lold#iazd your grouad 59

et (Teld of) rhe wrong end of the suck 4

put ~-h ¢ hoid 29

he lefs halding rhe haby /

a 2lack hole 34

di= yoursel” into # hole 7

needl st ke vou ness a hole ocrhe hedl Tn

heifee] at home -1

bring sth home rsh 47

simne hgme oo v A1

mzki yoarsclt at home 21

by hook or by creok 6, 17

gotflet sk off the hook 9

taxe thy bull by the horms 37

a dark horsz 3

oot loek a gict hotse in tae mouth o

botthard on the kzols of sth 44
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Le in ot wale 33 kzep s iache posture 4

Elow hot aad cod 33 keep sb on taeir tocs 46

strike whils the war iy het 13 keop <bisth ot bay 22

et o tike o heowse ou fice 22 keep Lack 26

Lo as sale oy bowses 43 Yeep up appearances 10

people who live ‘o glass hooses 29 keep your fingers crossed 43

wouldn't huet 2 iy 34 Kuep vour Leir ou? 49

bt showliers ie e qmest) 0 keep youn Land 0 48

the icing on the ca<e 35 keep your nead 48

now hzve hi fainese idea 4 keep your hese aintvs wates 4x

Aor hzve the fope’«sr iidea) 4 keep vour heac down 4%

put ideas ‘oo sh's head 4% Wegp youtsed to ymieselt 22

it need b 18 keep/bear in mimad 30

booa figment of your imagination 3 keepthave an open miad 33

from vme immemoria 1 keep/have: one sye on 50

ina nuwshell 19 keep/have anrh/year foor or the proune 46

i1 cale Blood 53 keep/holc shoat arm’s lengtn A7

in kevping with sth 18 can't Keop vour evis off 3t

inothe hag w in keeping witn sth 15

iz in line for sth 56 held che bey o stk 40

be in the air 42 kick the bucker |

b in the dack 42 kot 4 ireal kick oot of st 2

be in che doldrums 43 do sth for Jdcks 2

he in the red 34 kill two birds with one stone @6, 27

b yor cleneng 42 make : killing 24

hefgefstay s wach walish 22 s vabie kindly wasth 21

live i iu for sh 22 wu kmifz-edpe 16

kuep in touch with oo 22 putinick e koefe o 11, 48

keep s in the poturs 47 weisr the kmie 38

sur shoan the picure 41 knnck sth on e Liead 48

nor hudgedsive an inch 741, 23 rie yoonrsztl (apr o koots i, 12

add imsulr to inury 12 know st msice out 4

the iqs and au 3 know sth like the hack ot yoer hand 34

<now srhdnside ong 4 ko the riapos 43

facofpale o insigoificance 4 kriow where vou stand £

add insult to infory 12 krow vour stuff 4

strike while the iron is hoe 13 know/learn sth oft by heart 32

gotinave itchy feer 1, 46 not know the mesning of the word 28

give 5th up as a bac job 53 it krow what it me 21

make the best of 2 bad job 58 net bnow where o pur voursslf 21

jog sbis memazy 30 not know which way 1o mrn 21

3¢ no jeke 27 at te suttom of Wk tcargert ladder 25

coue thack] dows s earet wils o jolebung’ at e w2 of the 1zarzer) ladder 25
g i, 44 vareer ladder 24

jurnp for joy 2,21 clinh e s top el the career ludder 23

i yonr herer jodgement 53 lamaliFa | o your et 46

wmp far w2, 21 finel e o howe ee land lies 42

jump i the decp erd 33 ralee g sieollfrmip cuwn mery lane 30

jump the zun 38 kein rw iap ef rhe weds 15

jnmpfgerflean on che bapdwagon '3 in the ap ot invary

U aw o the jongle 37 Yoo larme 23

Just my luck! 19 T larger 1lan life A4

keep a lic vnsth 12 s the lavt srraw 29

keep a low profile 240 laugh vou- head of7 78

keep a straight face 49 D't make me langh, 11

keep an eve on S0 a laughing stock 13

keep an cve oat for shisch 50 b no langhing manece 27

keep an open mind 53 boconte a law unpe vourself §

keep in touch witk sh 22 lay duwn the Jaw 9

keep sb i eae dark 42 take the law inoc your own hards 3
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tie luw ol e wghe 37

layfpul yow cards on e ahle 43
lead sk asimy 16

as heavy as lead ol

one thing leads wranelier 13

shase 'ike 2 leaf 43

rzke a leaf oot of shs bouk 41
leantbend over backwardy 54
leaprgurump on the bandwagor 13
bytin leaps and bounds 28

lcarn the ropes 43

learn yovr leszon 5

femwkoow sth of by hear. 22
leawe o low o ke desived 14

leave o sour casee w e o Y
leave skoan rae lurch 14
leave sb o rheir man de
leave well alone 26
leave your mars &

I can take it or leave i, 11
left, rignt and ceatre 25
lve left holding the Saby #

5 4

the befL cand deesn®t knew whit 1 2 gl hane

isalong &
cosc [shran arm zod a ley 47
a0 have g lag toosmand un 47
pull sh's leg 47
holdikeer 55 at 2rm's lcngth 47
go o anyfgreat lengrhs 58
the lesser of two evils 15
“carn vaur lesson £
teach sk a lesson §
let off steam 44
let the cat qut of the bag i, 37
let yourse!f ga 14
let/oet sb of the ook
u luvel pluging liele 25
keep a lid visth 14
lie t}: rt!llb'l vuui teeth §, a0
A pack of es 27
find one hosw b laod Lies A2
a racs of lile 7
be larger than life 73
can’t for the life of me 4
Geta life! 21
Such is §ife. L
take vour Life iato vour howds 16
Thul's lite. 11
% Thut's the sty w? oy lfe. 11
e “acr. of hie S
This is rhe life! “1
your [ife s Ir sh wands (6
onge in 2 liferime 32
not life a finger 45
twmb a life 43
Tight a: the 2n of he tunael 8
L ab sweeluess aad lighy 12
beas lighit ws i fethe B
bronp otk e highl ¥

came o lighr 3

give sib the goeen lighe 34

make Light Jf 27

Man, Lands maks light work. 29
sheditbicww light on 8

lke greased lghtning 50

like go'd duss 12

A tikely story. 27

be oul on a limb “6

B oul un.ahmh [n

fine o wuik

i finwLlL
a1 line for sth 3¢

e Ly Tining line 58

e oui of line 34

draw o hine vader sth 56

drav, e Ling {at sthl 56

drope sk a ling 36

sign . the dotied line 56

step ot af e 56

ke Lot line 36

oy the lus 46

Al e Hines of sth 36
alongtow the cght lines 36
alongfon the same lings 356
et vour L wives crossed 44
read between LhL lines 55
Illlgu'l LI

My hp.\'

a list = lulu., as yuur anm 535

Atintle e wold we. 3¢

live {ron! Lnd 1o woath 31

Live e cootlien planer 42

livefte uo the breadline 24

wever live st down 12

peuple whir ive o plass bovses 29

vou baven's lived 12

nidwithic hving ineceny 30, 31

s padiweight o] voue mind 33

be as casy as Ffing ofl a log 17

slee line o lug 42

b ot logperhiguds 1, 22

a lune wo'l 34

o long bace 2%

aleng haal 35

a hisr as lopgr a- vour w53

corne a long way 20

cil a long seory shane L 58

e o wy 32

g2 back a lopg wey 55

How limpr s a piece ol sLig? 35

itk long rn A1

v the longdmediy fsho-t e 31

It's a Tong srory 35

Yamp e iy see. 55

lomg-windrd =35

rake & long, bredl lonok cL b 59

lonk dagrers ar 58

vk like ceath warmed ap 1

ink like samething the cat heoughucrnesped
in Al

Erghs! hors L LA
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laok rightstraigat tnrough sh 34 a maywomezn afzer vous own heast 32

not look a gift aorse in the meath i be man ensugh o do sth 4

tawe a long, hard look at sth 73 Many hands nmake lghe wack, 25
loom Jatg: 23 rut sthoon thz map 40

have a screw loose | a quession mwk ‘haoging) ove 28

tie up loose zods § Eew de of the murke 35

come/[all o the back of « lorry 34 lesvr yous mark 5

lose . small fortune 24 watter-if-facr 18

lese heart 52 T a matrer of sy 248

lesse b oo aushing marmer 17

lose yerw laud 4% ke by a matter o nme 31

fight a lesing bartle 38 bz raar as it may 10

he - drad lows 13 nor kow she meaning of the word 24
he lost for words 27 give sk a deseltast of their cowr medicine 1
wmake up fo lost dioe 31 1 the medimmAang et mem 31
have a et ol ne for sh 31 COTTHT ST e memory 30

have a bot v amawer fom 12 Fave o memory ke o sieve 60

leave a loe ta he desived 13 infwicin Lving memary 20, 31

loud ard clear 28 joE sb's memory 30

Actions speak louder hon words, 28 teke a strollferis down memory lape 30
keep a low prodile 20 ke o the mend 1

be in lock 18 The more -he meerier, 11

Fast my Inek! 19 get the message 3

Mo such Jock! 11, 1% Waile t1e cat’s away, the mice will plav. 28
push yowr ok L9 tabie the mickf/mickey 27

taxe pot iuck 19 middle-cl-doe-reed 470

thy luck of the draw 15 caagltom the muldle 23

o shumald beso Jucky? 19 it the mddle of nowoaere 23

Liring u Jump Lo your hrir 14 steer omaddle comse 43

leave sl i the lurch 12 the middle gronnd 23

o e lop ol luxary 24 sewfspor sth a mile vf? 19, 23

he made ful 12 standfericic onra mitle 23

wavE A magie wakl br miles away 23

work ke magic & 1% o geod ¢ There no poine creing ovar wpily
wail manl 57 milk. 29

make a beelive ior safsta 3¢ Thanss a million! 1

make g big thing of 23 Char of s:ghs, out of mind. 39

make a clean breast of it 42 at the bac< of your mind 53

make z o of € ke a loadiweight cff vour mind 53
make 3 killing 24 bearfkeep in mind 22

make 2 name for vourself 2 comespring 1 mind 270

make a real pig of vousself 36 crass oL mind 30

make 2 small forrune 24 give sba piece of vour mind 3

make afl tae difference ¢ liave o ouand of 17 owr. 33

ke un exoibition of yearcll 13 Lavisseep ar oper nand 33

mike o 8 maks ap vonr mind 32

ke it big 23 powser she mind atorest 33

make it up L = 22 stip vir mind 30

make light o 27 spea< voanr mind Lk

make rhe et of a an jon 540 vl mnd gocs biavk M

mike Lhe mesL ol 4 ' ] rminds eye 541, 53

make op [ Jost eme 31 cot have a minnce ol your ow 37
make np you- mnd 33 a misory gues 2

makr wave. 313 miss the scat 43

make yaur eay 221 miss the peint 28

make shb% month water 39, 51 sb's acart missesskips 4 scat 52

make yourse bar hom:- 47 have mixed feelings 22

makeipud 4 tace a4 in the heat of the momens 13

Dow'c makee e laegh, 12 on the spur of the moment 33

have al the mak:ngs of 13 a mongy-spinner 24
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spend money like waper 24
[bavour of the wonth 3%

Le over the moon 2, 42

onve o a oluz maon 32

Th: moce e mercien 11

nrake the most o 14

e birough the mutions 1

by word of mauth 31

raminp at the momh §1

leawe 2 sever raste in che monrh 39
hwe {from) nand to momrh 51
maks sk’ moath warer 34, 37
month-warering 51

aer laok a gift horse i9 the moath i
sb% beart is in their mowth 51

get 2 mave on 20

face *he music 7

make a name for yoursel” 20

yom name it 11

le caughy napping 16

W necessdry gvil 16

ve a pain in the neck 49
lrzatie duwn sbs nech 49
il need be 1%

nevd sU Ve e need o wele b9 che bead 18
neiher ere tor thee 1

[t o sh's ngrves 12

& nervous/quiverning wreck 43
never live sth down 14

new hincd 20

in the nick ot time 21

mine tieees aut of ten 32

be on cloud nine 2

inne tng at all 32

be sccenc to none 12

neither hers nor there 11

L as plain as the woss ¢ yow fece 80
Lt TDT up R0l nose 3

o suca luck! 21,19

Mo way! 12

pay theoel the nase for whoa, 2
peibiefst ok your nose oo 51

mirL yoar ngse np -l

be nnc an
Taere nathing s . 11
think norhing of 14

in vhe miadle of nowhere 23
pleck 2 mambee our uf the air 33
do your not 5

i a futshell 1D

be as mutey as a foiwake L
sutstick your gar in 43

u drop in the ocen 33

e odd ane our 24

ugainst L] ey odds ., 19
odde and zuds 1

L 0ff e bemen traca 3G
e off piwr madker 1

ae off wour malley 1

wo off the deep ond 3

off ind on 32

off the top of vour bead 48
off your cown bat 35
off-calous 1

offthe-cuff 27

un . ull 32

i the wll-ch
be om abour 27

e on eape 21

he on sh's nack 4
be om e 2all 3§
he on the cards 33
he om the ge 33
be on the mend T

bi on the righs creack 4i)

be or the run 24

be or the tkreskold of stk 31
be om the wrang track 40

ke nocon 13

ctfardon 32

on a kiire-edpe 16

onawd el 32

m pen 28
um the hirfeenensive, exe. sde 13

nn the Kk 30

on the tace ot it 49

on the orr kand 1€

on the other hand (), 43

on the spar 24

o hi on the safe side ¥

onee and for all 32

onee in 4 blue moon 32

onee in 4 lfetime 32

be one sandwidl: short of & picaic |
come down ciong side o die alhes 41

could du sl with oue avwiand ded Tehiad

poun bave 74
Do aus all your epps e one Saseel, 12
B oene etier 5
e Bk to seare vne 4y
e 1n one 2at and our rhe arher 51
havelkesp one eve un 50
ki b rwao airds wirh one storce § i1, 37
or. the one hand 10
ome th:ng leads 1o 2nather 15
one wayv or another L5

six of ome and half a dozer of he other 11

the odd cne our 20

open sa% eves to sth £0
open yaur Lzart 52
havefkesp an open mund 53
weth vou: eyes upen 30

b o rnater wf opluion 24
Le wal utder 38

uit the other aard 10

<% uf one and halla doven eof rhe other 11

Uiz other side o7 the coin 140
ut ¢1° the hlue |, 42
mur nf-dare 31
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ke out for Bload 3

ki oue of action 37

ke out o line 56

bz out ol sores 2

bz out of this world 12

be out of touch witk 4

be cut of your depehy 33

ke out of your clerien: 42

ke ouroialimb 16

wet vt ol hand 48

poooul ol yuar way w dosih 17
goout o a hieh 16

wrad oat 17

have it out with b 22
out-and-ou 12

Oor of sighr, ant of mird, 32
the add one our 20

the ins and oots 3

bz aver the moon 2, 42

bz over the op 15

do yous own thing 14

have a oind ¢f its owa 53
e 3% ETTME A5 AT 0x G

it & snail's pace 37

a pack of 1i
ur paid w0 24

e a pam e neck 49
palefTade (oo wsignibeance 74
e as et s a pancake &0
panic shitons 1%

on paper 23
a party animal 46

pasy yuus sel-y e 3%

pass the beck 1, 33

ae past your sel by dare 39

sh's paths cross 10

give v panse for thaugsr i

pay Jiz seevice o 51

pay the price for 24

pay trrough the nese for stk 1, 24
Trere's no peacelrest for the wicked! i
make care of the pencefpeanies 29
peaple whe five in giass bouses 2%
fal. off your perch L

o con g phrase 27

pick sbs brains 33

pick Lp ke Lilltab G, 24

pick up the pieces 8

dave @ boue Lo pick wil: sb 4
gtk yow pick 18

e vne sundwach Ghorr of o pumic 1
wet the picture 41

keep sh in tie picnare 11

pair b in rhe pictoee 41

2 pieceslice of the actien $7

b 2 picee of caks 17

give sb a picee of your mind 3

Haw long is a picce of string? 55
pick up the picces #

a gainza pig 26
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maxe A real pig of yourselt 38

puztsend the cat amaong the pipgeons i, 3, 37

a bitter pill (to swallow) 1

segar the pill !

a pillar of seciety 20

e in the pipeling 4=

sever pitch 20

all ove: the place 2o

Sl inee place 8

sb's heart o she right place 22

g0 places 4

wvild sth lse e plague 60

e plave suiling 42

ae s pluine s e uose oo yuar T §C

‘tve o anecher planet 42

2l wore ane o play 2%

ae cilds play 17

play ball 3%

play cowl's advocaswe 12

play ic by car 5i

play with fire 33

play vour cards eight 35

While the cats away, thr mice wil play. 20

a ovel playing feld 35

pluck 2 number ont of the air 33

take he plunge 33

There’s no point S 10s no good crving over spile
ik, 23

@ e poantfapul 1

L besile the poinl L3

nuss the point 28

poki Tunmal 12

pokelztck your woze iro 51

I wouldi't touch sbzth weth a bacgz pole. 18

pulitically current 20

wor tis che pedls 9

pop vonr clogs 1

takea pot Inck 19

pone cold warer on sth 33

poms your hearr oer 52

the answez o sh's pravers &

prepare the zround 59

undes false prereoces 12

at 4 (considerakic) price 24

pay the price for 24

the drefsmall print 23

un prizes far guessing sth 15

keco a low prefile 20

Llow st our of (all} proportion 14

1c pros anc cons o, 10

pull vt fulli the stups 25

pudl sl ley 2

pull your Sger ow 17

pull yoor weight 17

pullimale a face 4%

pullftear your hair 4%

push the hoar our 43

push your Lk 19

arapush 17

if push comes we shove 14



L pushing up tthz) d B

Dou's put all vear eggs ir cne baske, 27
ut know wheoe woput vousell 20

put a srave face coosth 4%

put jdzas ingo sbs Liewd 43

put u an 23k 57

pur out feeler. 37

PN puic Lo
put shin e sichne 41

put sl dowo Lo expericnce 5

pur sthou hald 2%

pur stl oo the nap 40

g the brakes on 24

poriwe and owo tosether 4

pur «im- Anger on =-h A5

put vens foor down i, 46

patvon- feorin iz 7, 46

put vour acart and soul iato sth 52
putiet sh’s back up 3, 34

putday vour cards on the rable 335
parfsznc the cat among the pigecns -,
pucfsst sb's mind st rest 33

puriast the racosd stra bh 1
pl.ll.’arh.-: the knifs in i, JE

putfiticx your aar in 43

pulfinrcw o spanren b e wolks 44
AN 00D L quaniily 24

a question miurk (hangs) aver
a quiverimgnervons wreck 43
rack your brams Al

be like a rec rag tooa holl &9
read rage i

he s Ligll ws rain 1

raise (a few] eyehrows Sl

rarn sth down sB's throar 49

a gur reauriomffeeling 33

read herween rhe | nes $6
reugh and ready ©, 13

ger 2 treal) kick owr ot gth 2
be afon the receiving end
recharge your bancorics 1
patfset the record straight §
on thz road to recovery 1

red tape 34

a rued herring 34

T the red 34

e ik ared rag oo boll 63
cateh sk red-banded 34

pive 50 Cree rein 18

quvset sbs iodud an rest 34
Taere’s uo rest/peace for the wic aed! i
abengfion: the right Foes 3¢

e a- nght 7o rain |

nc on the righr track 40

“ubt, righr and renter 26

ook righrsteaight through s 14

aet e nghlm the heaid |

alay your cards mighr 39

sh’s hearr is in rne right place 52

I
w

the left nand doesn't know whar 1 sight Fand

is duing i
ring 2 aell 30
aave a familiar g {lu i 4
1ring a bell #any Lells dwith ned 4
) ring Liue 27
seL 2 bells vpiug 16
2 op-uil 24
road rge 4
i lie voad 40
nr the coad T recovery
bedln rock L2
rock the 2onr 45
be nft your mocker 1
szarT tie ali ralbing 33
hi= ~he ronkiceding
nar (enempk) toom ooswiag o oar
kiwrw the ropes 43
leamn tae ropes 43
saow sh the ropes 43
rough and zeady i 13
3 eough dianond 20
aive sboa roughl’]'ardi‘t;uph time 12, 14
1 b sb up the wrong way 1, 22
ruffle £3% frathere 3
o mle of thumab 45
ead e todes F
B v the run 26
ir the lung run $1
ran renind Like a headless chicken 37
run e 33
ran-of-the-mi | 23
runfeast yonT eye over 30
ronfuetueark ke clockwors 42
rwshad oll vor fee 235, 46
ke smck ina rar A
gerour ob 2 e 23
ger / he givia the sack 8
gt 4 afver shothr sack 23
safe ard 2ound 1016
be as safe az honses 41
to be on the safe sice §
casier said than dome 7
sail elose o the wind 43
b plair sailing 43
T the salt wf Cie cacth 33
arehnn the swme lines 56
i the seme boay 43
b e sumie wivelenglh 52
in the samw Loeall: 27
be cne saudwich slore oo pome |1
Yo wan say thar agmn 11
searc/frhrer Tie ) elaylighe: ane a7 i
hchind rhe seenes 29
from seratch 32

v
1

Yo seratch my hack ard U] seracch vours, F

scream vour head off
have = screw looge |
hoall a-sea 43
irween the devil and the decp olus sea 33
My lips are gealed. 31
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make a hack seut 54

second hews 38

he second o mme 12

havy seennd thaupghes i, 5

: as the pye canosec )

e pladfthe ppyinleased/eor sorty ooosee the wack
ok sth 54

Lang rimz o see, 55

e oye w ove S

sce how f-whech way the wind is blowing 33

ser sth comring (a mile offl 19

sec stk out of the coonet of your eve 30

seofior sth 3 mile off 23

waould not be seen dezd 13

b past ¢ pass vour sell-by date 32

sendfdiiva sl ronne the berdiow o 0, 0,

sendrput tlue cas awong the piprons i3, 37

pay lip service to 3]

havy vour heast set on sth 52

not set the world e Sre 4

set wlarm hedls saging 16

set youer hearc on stk 52

seu/nur shs mine ar rese 54

setnr the geoord stradgot 3

be in seventh heaven 2

shake like a ‘vaf 42

tke shape of things to come 31

all shapes and sizes 23

shed/trow lighs oo §

shift your ground 5%

take a shine to sb 22

be io sb’s shoes 15

slep into sbs shoes 25

Lulk shop 23

e one sandwicl: sboet of o picie 1

ai g long sracy short ©) 53

it e shortfmediomflons izen 4

pive ir a shonwkirl 3

have a shor at 4%

cal. the shors 3%

a shoulder o cry o 47

give sk tae cole shouider 47, 49

have a chip on vour shoplder 47

statd shoulder ro shoulder 47

shout vous head off 2§

it push comes e shove 1§

show sb che ropzs 43

be sick ard deec 2.

co ne down on ore side o the aller 41

eeL out of bed on the wiong sids 4

wn che binsenpensive, i side 13

the oo side of U nn L

oo aun Lhe sale sde

bave 2 memory bko o sieve &l

{og: sighe o &

Oar af sighr, ane of mird. 10

bi a sign o the rimes 31

sign uin th cormee line 54

br as ugly as sin 6

sbs aeart sinks 52

Prghsh feioms in Llse

sit oy the fence 41

wix ul woe and 1wl o dozes of b acher 11

all shipes oo s1zes 24

by rhe skin of your teezk 16, 31

sh's hieart skipsfmosaes o heat 32

sleep ke a log 42

a slice/piece of the aorinn 37

the aespizoarcst Thing sinee sliced bread 39

a slime ball i

a slip of the tengae 27

slip voer ping 30

bz as slippery as an eel 6d

slogfsmeztiwork your guts oot 53

as shyfounming as a fox &0

a sotalf farune 23, 24

in small dases 23

Tu% o small world, 11

Lo somall foriune 24

make a wnall ‘e 24

small vk 27

the smallfine print 28

Trere's ne: smoke wirheor lire, 23

g0 opin smake 43

a7 a sonfs pace 57

snail mail 37

be spowed under 25

a pillar of sociery 200

have a saft spot for sb 22

a sor¢ e.ntfspot 1

he like a bear with 2 surc head 37, G0

standstick out like a sore thumo 45

ke cut of sorts 2

bae your soulthsary 52

put your leart and soul nroosch 52

safr amd sound 1, 16

Irave w siur taste i Lhe mcath 3%

SOUr prupes 2

pur/chrew a spamner i the works 44

g0 spare 3

Acrions speak lowder than wo-c.. 19

speak vooe miral 24

nce be on speakmg rerms 3

spend money liks warce 24

s e good J Thines no point coylng ever spile
milk, 239

2 spin doctor 4

a sore spot'poiat 1

have a soft spot for sk 22

on (e spot 26

spocisee sih & ile ¢H 23

sprvad like wildfice 33

spread wGaiself too thin ¥

the word spread 25

LT SR R A L

om e spur of e memenr 33

o0 bacs e sqoare one 38

stab sboin che back 34

thi cards are seacked apairsz ym: 19

sh% gramping/stomping geonnil 59

know where you srand 5




i have @ ey o stand v 47
vOu oW e leet 36
i good wead 38

Ider ter shouldor 47
crand the ws. ol fime 31

stand vour ground i
stand/hokd vour geound 39
standstick our a mile 23
stand’sack ont like a sarc taumb 13
get off 1o 2 thving stare 26
starr the ball moliing 35
start’get off on the wrong foot 44
state-uf-the-art 44

panic stations 16

staybefget in touch with sh 22
stand sb in good stcad 58

gu under your owy steam 44
Tew of steam 44

steer w nudde course 43

steer cleas of 43

step o sl e 14

step ot of lue 76

step by siep 28

gem tholi of: the wrong end of he suck 4

stick ro vour guus 38

stickipake your rose intn 31
stick/put e kpife in . 23

stick/put your dar i 43

stickfsmand out g mie 23

stick/stand aue like a sore chumb 43
a laughing stock 13

have butrerflizs ir. vous stomach 3¢
sh's stomping/stamping grocnc 39
gor blood our of 3 stonc 53

kill pao birds with one stone i, i, 37
fall on stony ground 33

puli wur tall] the stops 25

A likely stery. 27

Ir's & long story. 4o

I/ Thats the story of wy Lle, T1

vus g dung seocy shore 1 s

kewp u straight
Tk straighiiziphr threugh sk 14

pittser the recure straighr 3
ke in cire straits 7
s TR st sTrAw 20

clutcs ar straws 7
bz icighr) ua porr smeetalley 20
go frors serength to strength 5
strike while the irea s hot 15
How 1onz 18 2 piece of string?

take a seeollierip down memory ane 3

ba as strong as an ox 50

an uphil. stroggle/buileflighe 40
bostuck imacu 4y

sAuff vorl fazz o

koo yean stulf 4

w stwaoling block

shafils s i vl
Sueh v ale

Lite ol by 1y ool s

sugar the pll 1

fidlirv suit 33

suit sh down to the ground 7=
 bizter pill ita swallow) 1

wish the grourd would swallow vol op o~

swwat'slogiwor yuur guts our 33
Livve w sweet towsth 39

b ad sweetness wnd ight |12

he i ol swig 26

nar (enough) reom m swing o cul 37
aick vp the tabibi | i, 24

lzgpur yonr cards om tae whle 45
charge tack 43

try & o frerent rack 43

chase your tail 36

sakefgettbave (ke bit between yon teeth

| can take it or leave it 1

act take kindly to sth 21

net take no B ar answer 24
take a back secr 54

taks a Jeaf orr of sbs book 41
lahe o long, Facd leok atsth 53
Lake @ shine v sb 22
Labe a stocllioiy dow
Labee LuLt ul the peu
ke e luck 149
take shisth [or granred 19

rake sthon fuee value 43

rake sth to kearr 32

take rbe bnll by the hars 57

pake rho daw inre your ewn hapds ¥
1ake he wickfmickey 27

take the panee 33

ke yoor Breark away 21

sake vour lifs inte vour hanes L5
take your pica LE

takeffol o a vourze of action 57

Lakefgerdave e Lil betweea vous reeth

Il etk (o v w37
snna | walk 27

talk sl 25

ekl candder 74

e tape 34

cive 53 1aclerdese of tes o e
2AVE §SONT Taste it nouth 38
‘Taere’s ni Aczounting for tasiels)! 1
teach sk a lesson 5

teacsoul vorr bair o 49

b the sk of your teeth 6, 91

fec up to che bavk teechi 3

gk Ao
soit vour testh 54

o the teeth of sth 51

e thonagh vour seelh 0, 31

o bnes var ol wo 32

i Lhe shrvmediorod e g germ 3]
wonie Lo ook wach 14

net I oo speakang wrne 3

an awid Lesl 18

avdh il e of rime 31

memery lans 30

Ih

take che bit between your weeth 3¢
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oc at she end of vour rether 2

Thanks a nvllipn! 11

Thats lifc. 11

then 2nd there 32

there and thep 22

There's nothung toin |1

be thick on the ground 59

Bizod is thicker than watse 2

a thingfine e 56

be thin o the grownd 3%

srzid wowself v tlun 7

dir viomar owens thimg 1%

nizke a g chang of 23

v thing leads oo another 15

the Lesrgous et thing sice slived lreac 39

weverioe de dungsfanuvthomg by halves 12

e shzpe ol things ¢ come 31

think aetier of sth 3%

think ~ig 25

think norkmeg ab "

I'his is the lite! 1

a reain af thowghr 30

vz sh Fane tor thonghr =

givz vou pause fo- thoughr &

have second thoughts i, %

hang by a thread 16

be on the theeshold of sih 30

ke thrilled ta bis 2, 21

be at cach othec's throat 49

bring & lamp to your throat 14

ram st’y dawn sb's throat 47

tarow sk in the deep end 32

theow the basy ot will ehe Luthwate: _3

tlhuvwhave s fu 3

lrowipul a spannes in the works 12

throwdshed lighr «»

a thie of thumh &

be under <R’ thumh 4 €

give sth rhe chumbs downiip 49

sranefstic « oot like 0 sorc chmmb 45

thumb a lic 45 .

tick over 44

the tide turns 33

tic tp loosc erds %

tie vousgelf {upd in kncss ), 1C

could de sth with one anmhang tied behind
vauwr back 54

tighten your bell 24

Liew e lies! 1L

be enly a matier of tne 41

hefore your dme 31

for the nmc beiy 31

from time immeworial

give s a lardfroogliough toe 12,14

Lave a lot of tioe Jo: sl 31

it the hig ume &

i time warp 3

g time e al!l 22

171 the nick af eme 31

Lawng tme no see. S5

rs

iER  Englisr faioms in thae

mak: op fer best gme 31

stznd the test of fime 31

friom time to time 32

be a sign of the tdmes 31

nine times out of tea 32

ibel on the tip o yovr tongue 30, S1
[ sick add tired 21

to hand 45

roe il line 45

keep s on taen wes 46
toflee-nused 20

potopunr acd topether 57

au. vwo anc we fogecher 4

a~f there wusfwere oo tomerrow 31
like therss o wmurmew 31

2 glin ol the towgue 27

tReb un the up of yoce twogoe 31k, 51
hite v romgre 51

ran many canks 79

ave 3 sweer rnrh 2

ar rhe top of sb's'the apenida 13

at thz top of rhe fcareer) Jadder 23
he v top of the wor-d 7021

be aver che top 15

cimb to the top of the carcer lacder 25
off the top of vour head 4§

b tauch-and-go 13

b wus of touch with 4

bedgetistar in touch with sb 22

[ wouldirl touch casth with o sarge pole. 15
e = touphfhard act fo follew 12
wive sh o wugh/hadfrough s 12, 14
he 0ff the beaten truck 40

S ol mghe uck 40

he on the wrone ack 40

keen mack 26

2 train of thoughr 30

the waved avy, e

do the trick ¢

tase A reipisrrill down merezy lane 3¢
be ath yovr calley 1

be asking fur toublefiz 12

(roth rng trLe 27

try & Cifferene tack 43

try vour hand a: sch 48

tight at the end of he tunnel 8

uut turn g hair 22

et krow which way to wrn 21
wen 2 Band zye SO

L agads 4

tuen your hand o sth 45

L your onss up il

wiendwlile g1 back s tomed 39
the tide turus 33

drivefocnd shovoiod the twisibend [, i, 3, 40
pwisl =0 e <7

twest the lemile 35

twu-tme sh 22

k]l swecr mirels with one seors 4,1, 2
soandd e yonr oan pwe feer G




bl Josst al fw cvi's 19

Pt bees o Lw Logelen <

ho as ugly as «n 61

b ung et b thoeeh 13

ke under veur t:

g0 uoder your ov 1 s

an unknown quantity 25

up-and-comir

e uphill Eacdedfigat/smragale

bz trighe op your ufleyfsieer 40

hz npnoatms 38

bz up inthe a'r A2

make iz up to sk 22

oo yeur way up 20

upper<rust 42

Luke sthw face value 4%

A viaows arcle 10

shifsek is o wicrim oar theisfics iwa s

e walkingyfleatog an aie 7

a Ay on tae wall 36

be bangingfhiviire vour bead against a brick
wall ii, 43

cone up ctainst ooarick wall 7

dlvive shoop rhe wall 3

wave a mazic wand ¥

for want o” a bester ward 27

ook like czaty warmed up 1

in i time warp 31

wasl vour Siwuds of slysth 45

e fhie! water ol o duck™ back 037

he in deep water 34

he in hor water 33

be liko 2 tish eor of warer &0

B pod is thic-er thas warter, ?3

keep your head above water 4%

sk 2D moaty water 33, 51

pour codd water on stin 33

spend meoney hle woler 24

wars A mEric wane §

be an tne same wavelenzr 591

make waves 33

be in a bad way

cone @ lomg, way

PET TOHIT (W TI way

goa long way 39

go back a ‘ong way 37

go out of your way e do sth 17

Mo way! Gl

nut kacw wh

o yLur way upp 2

cne way or anotaer 13

rub sk vy the weong wey 3,12

see howhwhich way wins

beffeel unde: o woat'er |

Be o weiphtToad vt ver g 25

pall sour weight 17

leave well alane

well-lweeled 24

b

woll »ff M

<

1 way to g

T

s hooine 2

wel-to-do o, 24

wlien thi ¢kips ars down
liniorw wlere vou siand S
nawr ko where copa vowself 21
whrer yonr apperiee 29

st] e weth yoor while 138

¢ it a whirlskor &

in I ack and white 3=

white-collas 34

The:es 1 peacefeest for he wicked! i
b wide ol vie mack 35

spreae: Nikee waldlire
gerwand of b 33
sail close o the swind 13
sz2 ko ¢ whick ooy the wend s bloe ng 2
get vons wiresthnes conssed 24

wisl b groand woald s low yeu op 32
Feoar vous e’ wwl 3

alewe walt 3@

a woman/man afrr v sewn heasr 57

bv word of moarh F1

tor want of 4 neter word 27

wol o word i cdpeways 25

hewve swand ek
inaword 27
no kowesw the: ming o he word 28
the word spread 2é

word for word 2%

Acvions speak loader tan words, 27
Tz luwst oo wands 27

al worh wnd o plag 29

B0 Carseves (i work' 23
rwork co.oou, 2o

lime nf wark 34

Mary hards mase lighr waors, 29

wosk agairss the el 33
wouk Lk nagic &
g 6

ucaenrh 32
workislen Swear vonr goee ous 13
portilares o s e e werks 44
e vm rap AF che werd P

s pwr od (Lds worly 12
aeosnallworld, L

ter v rhwe eeed of L
et T Thewer

b best or b
zeat of worms Al
g0 brom bad w¢ worsc 3%

30 bard ¢ worse thar theiz bix Ja
b vour s wost enemy 58

if the warst comes o Lhe worse I8
tnor) be worth vonr while 18

woeuldo't ez ol 1Y
s Pervonsigaitesing wrock 43
WoUn TIC WEDDE k 47

v ihnld of ' the wrang ond of the sk 4
Lot ol Bed o the wrong 573e 41
soart el the wrong foor <6

eaplsh dinms an se

a2
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riub sk up the wrong way 3, 22
fromsince the year dot 31
kzex yoursclf to yourself 22
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